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This spring 
in two 
months 

I traveled to 
four continents 
(Europe, Asia, 
South America 
and Africa), 
logging more air 
miles in a few 
weeks than I 

can remember logging before. In one two-week 
period I was in Brazil, England, Spain, South 
Africa and Botswana. One outcome of this crazy 
schedule was that I could put my jet-lag cure to 
the test. I haven’t completely mastered crossing 
time zones, but I have picked up certain tricks 
that allowed me to adjust very quickly with a 
minimum of discomfort. Here are some that I 
have found particularly effective:

• Adjust your body clock early. A few days 
before your departure, you can shift your sleep-
ing and eating schedules to be closer to those 
you will be adopting at your destination. Head-
ed to Europe from New York? Wake up a bit 
earlier each day and move your meals a bit ear-
lier. Then, when you get on your 8 p.m. flight, 
set your watch to six hours ahead—to synchro-
nize with the time in France, for instance—and 
go to sleep as soon as you get on board. Whether 
you use natural sleeping aids, like melatonin or 
magnesium, or prescription ones, try to sleep 
when you would be sleeping where you are go-
ing, and stay awake if it is daytime there. Tip: 
get a time zone app for your iPhone.

• Never eat on a flight. I got this advice from 
a Singapore Airlines stewardess on a commer-
cial flight (since suspended): eighteen and a half 
hours from Singapore to New York. There are 
numerous theories as to why this helps. One is 
that there is so much salt in the airplane food 
to make it tasty that you become unnecessarily 
bloated and lethargic. Another is that at such 

high altitudes your digestive system slows down, 
just as it would if you were under anesthesia. 
Most people will tell you that they eat on planes 
not because they are hungry but out of bore-
dom. I have found that not eating helps time 
adjustment. Tip: Eat something light and easy 
to digest just before a long flight.

• Hydrate inside and out. Pressurized cabins 
have superlow humidity levels (between 10 and 
20 percent, versus a normal average of 40 to 70 
percent). This dries out your skin and can make 
you sleepy. To counteract this, the best remedy 
is to drink plenty of water. To avoid having to 
wait for the steward to provide water refills, I 
bring a large bottle on board or ask for multiple 
bottles at once. Don’t drink coffee or alcohol, 
as they dehydrate. I wash my face as soon as 
I board (LaFresh face towelettes are great for 
travel). Then use a heavy serum and moisturizer 
with an SPF on top, since you are exposed to 
more UVB rays at high altitude. Tip: I love the 
organic Natura Bissé tinted moisturizers with 
UVB protection.

• Spend time in the sun. As soon as you 
arrive at your destination, try to get outside or 
somewhere inside where you are exposed to 
daylight so your natural melatonin levels can 
adjust to the new time zone. 

• Resist napping for more than an hour. 
Even when you are exhausted, it is best not to 
give in to the urge to lie down and close your 
eyes. If you can’t resist, do not sleep for more 
than an hour. Longer naps will disrupt your 
body clock further, and it will be hard to get on 
the new schedule. Ideally, I try to fit a workout 
and a massage into my first day, as both seem 
to help if I am tempted to nap. Even a twenty-
minute workout or massage is beneficial.

I hope these tips help ease your travels, and if 
you have other suggestions, please share them. 

on my mind

Five Tips for Mastering Jetlag
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About	Indagare	
Indagare comes from the 
Latin word that means to 

seek, scout, discover. Indagare 
Travel is a high-end travel company 
with robust online editorial content 
and a boutique in-house travel 
agency. We travel, we write, and we 
plan memorable journeys for our 
members. To learn about our travel 
community, visit www.indagare.com 
or call 212-988-2611. Annual  
membership rates begin at $325.

	Bookings
At Indagare you can 
research ideas for a trip on 

our site and consult with a specialist 
on the phone or by email to create, 
refine or expand your itinerary. Our 
Bookings Team can help you with 
something as simple as a hotel room 
or as complex as creating a multi-
stop itinerary. We also have special 
rates and amenities at hundreds of 
properties. Email bookings@ 
indagare.com or call 212-988-2611.

	Insider	Trips
Insider Trips are special 
journeys designed exclu-

sively for Indagare members. With 
their insider access, mapped-out 
itineraries and exciting immersion in 
far-flung destinations, the trips offer 
members a rich and rewarding way 
to explore the world. Upcoming des-
tinations include Bhutan, Cuba and 
Myanmar. For more information,  
call 646-963-2242 or email  
info@indagare.com.

The World of Indagare

84

14

13 18

10

2820

23

 Indagare Plus Members who book through Indagare receive preferential rates and/or 
special amenities at the properties with the Indagare Plus symbol.
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just back from

Celebrating Cape Town
Nearly two decades after her first visit to South Africa, Indagare’s Melissa Biggs 
Bradley journeyed to Cape Town, where she found the city in a fabulous groove. 

My first visit to Cape 
Town was in 1995, 
only a year after the 

end of apartheid. There was 
incredible optimism in the air, 
and on my most recent trip, 
despite ongoing challenges it 
faces, I found Cape Town in 
a fabulous groove. The city 
presents a balance of distinctly 
South African warmth and 
global sophistication—in its 
seriously memorable restau-
rants, new cool boutique hotels 

and burgeoning design scene. 
Wedged between the drama 
of Table Mountain and the 
splendor of the waterfront, 
Cape Town sits in a stunning 
spot that is enhanced by the 
dramatic cape, coastline and 
winelands that lie within an 
hour’s drive. It is often com-
pared to Sydney, San Francisco 
and Rio, not just because they 
all have memorable water-
front settings but also because 
of how the great outdoors is 

integrated into the lives of the 
residents. As the surrounding 
natural beauty beckons, Cape-
tonians hike, surf and linger 
outside every chance they get. 
Menus flaunt the bounty of 
the sea and of the winelands. 
The good nature that seems 
to come from living in such a 
paradise infects people, and 
more and more South Africans 
who have lived abroad are 
returning to Cape Town or 
working toward getting back.
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“I want to come home to 
South Africa, and there is no 
better place to live than Cape 
Town,” one Joburg native 
now living in Toronto told 
me. Some folks from Joburg 
complain that Cape Town has 
lost its South African charac-
ter, because it has become so 
cosmopolitan, but I found that 
it was there—if you dig just a 
little. There’s a pride in how far 
the country has come in two 
decades, as well as a gentle and 
serene attitude. Perhaps it’s the 
“Madiba effect,” or Mandela’s 
legacy, but it seems that people 
here look for the good in each 
day and in each person. The 
actress Alfre Woodard recently 
spoke of how South Africa had 
been described to her before 
she visited as “God just took 
the wrapper off this place, you 
have to go.” She went on to 
describe Mandela’s power. “He 
demonstrated what we are all 
capable of in every moment. 
He was a great human being, 
because he showed us how 
great we all are.” His loss is still 
felt, and statues and photos of 
him are everywhere, remind-
ers of what we all have to live 
up to. No wonder the pride 
and warmth of Cape Town is 
infectious.

Where To Stay
Cape Town has achieved a 
perfect balance of global 

hospitality with a distinctly 
South African character, and 
the city is more exciting than 
ever to visit with these new 
chic hotels.

 MannaBay
Imagine that you know 

one of the coolest (and rich-
est) cats in Cape Town, and 
he invites you to stay at his 
übermodern holiday house. 
Welcome to MannaBay, a new 
boutique hotel in Oranjezicht 
that brings a whole new di-
mension of fun and pampering 
to staying in Cape Town. 

The multimillion-dollar 
house, located in one of the 
city’s toniest suburbs (but only 
five minutes from downtown), 
could be a fun-loving tycoon’s 
mansion, complete with a 
seriously spoiling staff. You 
can check in to one of the eight 
guest rooms and get to call this 
achingly hip house your home. 
Read the Indagare review on 
www.indagare.com.

Cape View Clifton
Just around the bend of the 
coastal road heading to Camp’s 
Bay from Ellerman House, 
our favorite new small hotel 
in Cape Town is a new chic 
retreat that is ideal for fashion-
able young folk who do not 
need the utmost in pampering. 
Cape View is the passion proj-
ect of a 28-year-old stylist who, 
returning after a few years of 
working in London, decided to 
transform her family’s cliffside 
rental property into a boutique 
hotel. Read the Indagare re-
view on www.indagare.com.

 One Above Penthouse
Legendary South African 

hotelier Liz Biden (the owner 
of Royal Malewane and La 
Residence, among other prop-
erties) has opened her first 
Cape Town outpost and an-
nounced that it is the start of a 
new division of Royal Portfolio 
Private Residences. The One 
Above Penthouse sits atop the 

Cape View Clifton (left); 
a dish at Equus

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/hotels/mannabay/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/hotels/mannabay/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/hotels/cliff-view/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/hotels/cliff-view/
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One&Only Cape Town, whose 
owner has turned the manage-
ment over to Liz and her team.  
Read the Indagare review on 
www.indagare.com.

 Villa Two Ellerman 
House

Long considered Cape Town’s 
most exclusive luxury property, 
Ellerman upped the ante when 
it opened its first villa. It has 
raised the stakes again with 
Villa Two. The sleek three-
story house in Bantry Bay  
has spectacular Atlantic views 
and what has to be the best 
dining room on the conti-
nent for wine lovers. Read 
the Indagare review on www.
indagare.com.

Where to Eat
Unlike some other foodie cit-
ies, where culinary competi-
tion is cutthroat, Cape Town 
has a close-knit community of 
chefs and restaurateurs. Here 
are the new hot spots. 

Hallelujah
This casual diner/snack bar, the 
latest venture from Adam Whit-
man, owner of the Power & the 
Glory, is drawing crowds for its 
Asian American fusion cuisine. 
11 Kloof Nek Road, Tamboer-
skloof; 27-21-079-839-2505

Koi
Located in the dramatic 
waterfront space formerly oc-
cupied by Salt, Koi is a trendy, 

Asian-inspired restaurant with 
memorable views of Bantry 
Bay. Ambassador Hotel, 34 
Victoria Road; 27-21-439-7258

Mondiall Kitchen & Bar
One of the V&A waterfront’s 
new hot spots, Mondiall 
Kitchen is a collaboration 
between restaurateur Patrick 
Symington (of Café Dharma) 
and chef Peter Tempelhoff (of 
the Greenhouse). Alfred Mall; 
27-21-418-3003

Equus
Arguably one of the best views 
on the Cape is at Equus, the 
eco-friendly gourmet restau-
rant on the state-of-the-art 
Cavalli stud farm. Strand Road 

Clockwise: Ellerman House; wares 
from Tribal Collections; a table setting 
at Equus; the Franschhoek Wine Tram 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/central-cape-town/hotels/royal-portfolio-one-penthouse/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/central-cape-town/hotels/royal-portfolio-one-penthouse/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/atlantic-coast/hotels/ellerman-house/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/atlantic-coast/hotels/ellerman-house/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/cape-town/atlantic-coast/hotels/ellerman-house/
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R44, Somerset West; 27-21-
855-3218

Richard’s Supper Stage & 
Bistro
Yes it is touristy but Richard’s 
Supper Stage offers a fun and 
educational evening with its 
latest musical, Kaapse Stories, 
about a District Six family. 
229A Main Road, Sea Point; 
27-21-434-4497

The Flagship
Foodies traveling to Cape 
Town should not miss lunch 
at the home of legendary Cape 
Town personality/chef Bruce 
Robertson. He recently moved 
to the charming seaside village 
of Simon’s Town and serves a 

five-course lunch at his house, 
the Flagship. 15 Erica Road, 
Murdock Valley South, Simon’s 
Town; 27-21-786-1700

Where to Shop
Cape Town’s center is ruled by 
Long Street, a thoroughfare 
lined with restaurants, cafés 
and boutiques.

Tribal Trends
Run by the brother of the 
owner of Tribal Collections 
just up Long Street, Tribal 
Trends is a dramatic bou-
tique that sells great African 
furniture, housewares and ac-
cessories. Huge carved wooden 
tables groan under the weight 
of painted masks, shell and 

glass jewelry and ornamental 
weapons. 72–74 Long Street; 
27-21-423-8008

Mervyn Gers
The talented ceramic artist 
Mervyn Gers opened a shop 
in 2013 to display his lovely 
wares. Corner of Church and 
Loop Streets; 27-21-510-2385

Cecile & Boyd Showroom
The designers famous for the 
Singita interiors have a show-
room located in a historic Arts 
and Crafts house in Tamboer-
skloof. 26 Kloof Nek Road; 
27-21-424-8890

Cape Cobra
For those who love leather 
handbags and wallets, Cape 
Cobra is the shop to hit in 
Cape Town. It sells bags in 
a huge variety of colors and 
shapes made of exotic skins—
crocodile, ostrich, python and 
lizard. Hill House, 43 Somerset 
Road; 27-21-415-3440

Lim
This shop, whose name stands 
for Less Is More, owner 
Pauline Mutlow’s mantra, 
carries furniture and lighting 
and wonderful collectibles. 86 
Kloof Street; 27-21-423-1200

read more about what to see, do 
and where to shop, dine and stay in 
cape town and beyond at  
www.indagare.com
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I ’ve long believed that when faced with a hur-
dle, big choice or even general self-doubt, the 
best antidote is to pack a bag and leave behind 

your daily routine, for a day, a week or, if you’re 
really lucky, longer. Stepping outside oneself is 
hands-down the most effective way to discover 
truths. Because while your senses process new 
sights, foreign sounds and unique smells, your 
mind (either consciously or subconsciously) is 
reflecting on your normal existence.

A year ago I did the Everest Base Camp trek, 
an absurd undertaking in retrospect. I huffed 
and puffed my way through seven intense days 
of hiking at high altitudes—a testament to my 
stubbornness rather than any athletic abilities. 
Pushing myself and being surrounded by such 
incredible natural beauty, and seeing Mount 
Everest towering in front of me, constitute the 
single most amazing experience of my life.

Once back at sea level and the comparative 
civilization of Delhi, India, I had the mental ca-
pacity to reflect: the world is too full of surprises 
and take-your-breath-away moments not to be 

constantly chasing after them. I wanted to allow 
myself to be greedy about seizing opportunities 
for adventure. I returned home and became 
fully devoted—mind, body and soul—to health. 
Life became about putting myself first and days 
consisted of little else beyond work, exercise 
and sleep. I had been diligent in every aspect of 
life—with family, career, friends, giving back—
except taking care of myself and had become 
utterly detached from my body.

One year after my trip to Nepal, I’ve lost 
weight, reduced my body-fat percentage and 
dropped dress sizes, but most importantly, 
I’ve gained an invaluable skill—I’ve learned to 
take care of and respect myself. To celebrate 
and solidify this newfound quality, I rewarded 
myself with five days at one of the healthi-
est, most nurturing places on earth. Instead 
of eating chocolate and jellybeans over Easter 
weekend in Connecticut, I headed to the Ranch 
at Live Oak Malibu’s intensive 4.0 program and 
turned myself over to the institution’s guidelines 
and scheduling. After the pressure and solitary 

wellness

Transformative Travel
Indagare’s Amelia Osborne spent a year, bookended by two trips that made 
her stronger and in turn changed her life. Here she reflects on the journey.
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nature of my past year, consenting to the profes-
sional, caring hands of the Ranch staff was an 
utter vacation for my weary mind (though not 
my body, which hadn’t worked so hard since 
the Himalayas). We hiked more than 50 miles 
over the course of the weekend, did hours of 
core workouts and strength training plus seem-
ingly endless yoga and stretching. My body was 
worked to its limit, but my psyche had never 
been so peaceful. One year and half a globe 
away from the Everest adventure that launched 
it all, I feel as if I’ve truly come full circle.

 Ranch at Live Oak 4.0 Program
Sue and Alex Glasscock started the Ranch 

at Live Oak Malibu in 2010 and have since 
welcomed hundreds of grateful, exhausted, 
stressed-out guests to their weeklong program 
of detox, exercise and rest. In 2013, the need 
for a similar but abbreviated (and less remote) 
program resulted in the development of Ranch 
4.0, a four-night, five-day package. Based at the 
Four Seasons Westlake Village, the program is 

similar to that at the main ranch but allows for 
more connectivity—cell phones get service here 
and there is Wi-Fi throughout the property; 
whereas the Ranch at Malibu is fully off the 
grid. The hotel partners with the neighbor-
ing California Health and Longevity Institute, 
which provides a state-of-art fitness center, 
medical offices, spa treatment rooms and testing 
equipment, such as the Bod Pod, a machine that 
measures exact body-fat percentages.

Daily schedules involve between eight and 
ten hours of exercise including hikes that are 
typically around twelve miles long, core and 
strength training classes; yoga; stretching; and 
heavenly massages. Meals are low calorie (total-
ling 1,300 to 1,500 per day), vegan and sugar-, 
soy- and gluten-free. Caffeine and alcohol are 
prohibited, and drinking herbal tea and lots of 
water is encouraged.  

There are never more than sixteen guests 
in a group, and as a result, deep bonds form. 
Between the mealtime conversations, sweating 
(and sometimes crying) together and the hours 
on the trail, intimate thoughts are revealed. For 
five days your mind is clear and free to learn 
about yourself, about health—each day ends 
with a talk by the Ranch staff about nutrition, 
diet and reading food labels—and about life.

Who Should Go: Guests of the ranch need to 
be fans of hiking and extreme fitness regimes. 
Days start at 5:30 a.m. and are about pushing 
yourself to the limit. Those looking for a spa 
experience will be overwhelmed by the amount 
of exercise; hikes and exercise classes are not 
optional. The 4.0 program is popular with those 
who need to have some level of connectivity to 
the office or home and can’t take off a full week. 

Read the full reviews on Ranch at Live Oak Malibu and 
the 4.0 program at www.indagare.com.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/california/los-angeles/off-the-beaten-path-los-angeles/hotels/ranch-live-oak-malibu/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/california/los-angeles/off-the-beaten-path-los-angeles/hotels/ranch-live-oak-4-0/


10

c
o

u
r

te
s

y
 f

lI
g

h
t 

00
1

Clockwise from top: Port Arroman-
ches; American Cemetery; Abbaye aux 
Hommes, Caen; Etretat Falaise 
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why go now

Normandy: Looking Forward
Marley Gibbons visited Normandy on the eve of the 70th anniversary of D-Day 
and tells us why now, more than ever, is the time to go.

From its picturesque farms and pastures 
to its simultaneously modern and ancient 
urban centers, Normandy demonstrates a 

strong respect for the past. Bound to Britain by 
both geographic proximity and a shared past, 
Normandy is different from the rest of France. A 
distinctively English sense of elegance and pro-
priety is felt throughout the region. The bond to 
history is neither nostalgic nor retrospective but 
rather an appreciation for the endurance that 
previous generations, buildings and lives have 
shown.

Instead of being haunted by painful memo-
ries or imposed guilt, the oldest living Normans 
want to share their experiences and memories 
of World War II. But as this generation begins 
to pass away, so, too, do their stories, and the 
world is faced with the burden of documenting 
that fleeting first-hand knowledge.

This summer marks the seventieth anni-
versary of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, 
the turning point of World War II and one of 
history’s fiercest and most heroic struggles. To 
honor this event, the French region is more 
open than ever to visitors looking for ves-
tiges of that time, including bunkers, beaches, 
thousands of artifacts and tanks, as well as the 
powerful museum exhibits describing the era of 
occupation. Although the massive region can be 
hard to grasp, Indagare’s simple five-day itiner-
ary, with tips on how to build in visits to Mont-
St.-Michel, Deauville and the garden at Giverny, 
is all one needs for a seamless visit.

Five-Day iTiNerary
It is crucial to have a car in Normandy, as there 
is a lot of ground to cover and visitors tend to 
hop among multiple towns each day. The best 
itinerary starts in the southernmost part of the 
region and has visitors work their way north. 

One recommended plan is to stay a few nights 
in a centrally located town like Bayeux or Caen, 
followed by a few days in one of the beautiful 
coastal cities, like Deauville or Honfleur. 

Day 1
Get the bulk of the driving out of the way early 
by taking the scenic route from Paris to lower 
Normandy. The drive to Silly-en-Gouffern 
should be about two and a half hours. Stop at 
the English-style hunting lodge Pavillon de 
Gouffern for lunch and a scenic walk through-
out the grounds. After lunch, drive another 
two hours south to Mont-St.-Michel, a majestic 
island named for the monastery perched at its 
highest point. Overnight in Port-En-Bessin.

Day 2
Visit the Musée du Débarquement (Landing 
Museum) in Arromanches, then walk up to the 
Arromanches 360 Museum. Enjoy the view 
from the top before watching the powerful 
documentary on D-Day. Explore the seaside 
town of Arromanches before lunch in Barfleur. 
Drive south to Ste-Mère-Église, a beautiful 
church that played an interesting role in the D-
Day landing, followed by the Musée Airborne. 
Alternatively, drive to Bayeux and visit the 
Cathédrale Notre-Dame and Musée de la Tapis-
serie (Tapestry Museum)—a must for medieval 
history buffs. Overnight in Silly-En-Gouffern.

Day 3
Tour the American Cemetery and Memorial 
with one of Indagare’s preferred guides, who 
will then escort you to Pont du Hoc to explore 
the outdoor bunkers and relive the stories of 
American Rangers. In the afternoon, Indagare 
can arrange a private tour of Utah Beach Land-
ing Museum. Overnight in Caen.c
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Day 4
Visit Eglise St.-Etienne (also known as the 
Abbaye-aux-Hommes) in the morning, and stop 
at the Normandy Memorial Center for History 
and Peace on the outskirts of Caen. Drive about 
an hour south to Camembert, where you can 
enjoy a lunchtime cheese tour followed by a visit 
to the Gérard Périgault distillery for artisanal 
calvados, a traditional and beloved French 
apple brandy. After lunch, drive an hour and a 
half to Deauville, the chic coastal resort town. 
Walk along Sunset Boulevard of Deauville, and 
do some shopping. Overnight in Deauville or 
Rouen, one hour away.

Day 5
Tour Rouen in the morning. Start at Le Balcon, 
an observation space on the highest floor of 
Espace Monet-Cathédrale that offers an excel-
lent view of the skyline and iconic monuments 
below. Then make your way down and walk 
around the cathedral before stopping at the old 

marketplace to see the Église Ste-Jeanne-d’Arc. 
After lunch in Rouen, drive a little less than 
an hour to Giverny to see Monet’s house and 
garden and the Impressionism Museum. Drive 
an hour to Paris. Overnight in Paris. 

When to Go
Although the summer of 2014’s monumental 
anniversary makes for a particularly special 
time to visit Normandy, the historic region is 
worth visiting year-round. Often referred to 
as the New England of France, Normandy is 
known for its occasionally gray, often unpre-
dictable weather and extreme temperatures. Au-
tumn and spring are particularly lovely seasons 
in which to visit the region.

Read More…
This report is an excerpt from Indagare’s Normandy 
coverage. Many more recommendations and reviews, 
including those on where to stay, dine, shop and what to 
see and do can be found at www.indagare.com. There 
are many ways to structure a trip to Normandy, so for the 
best itinerary, contact the Bookings Team for personalized 
advice and assistance: 212-988-2611.

Clockwise: Abbaye 
du Mont St. Michel; 
Musée du Débarque-
ment Utah Beach; the 
gardens of Giverny

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/france/normandy/
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a Weekend at Fogo island
Boasting spectacular design and daring architecture, the unique Fogo Island Inn 
offers a truly one-of-a-kind experience. An Indagare member investigates. 

Teetering on stilts above 
the Labrador Strait, the 
Fogo Island Inn stands 

tall and imposing against a 
vast, barren landscape. Locat-
ed on one of the northeastern-
most reaches of North Amer-
ica, Newfoundland’s Fogo 
Island is a mere 90 square 
miles in area. Reaching “one of 
the four corners of the earth,” 
as the Flat Earth Society calls 
it, is a journey for only the 
most intrepid of travelers—one 
that often includes two flights, 
an en route overnight and a 
boat ride. Once there, however, 
guests are blown away by the 
beautifully symbiotic relation-
ship between space and earth, 
modernity and tradition, 
luxury and simplicity. The 
futuristic exterior belies the 
cozy furnishings inside, and 

the warm service throughout. 
Started as an artists’ colony 
and sustainable community 
project to stimulate the local 
economy, the property now 
offers everything from a lesson 
preparing salt fish to a tour of 
the island with a local host.

Indagare	member	Elke	
Foppe-Grunsch	recently	
returned	from	a	weekend	
at	the	Fogo	Island	Inn	with	
her	husband.	Here	are	her	
impressions	from	the	trip.

The Fogo Island Inn drew my 
attention when I saw a small 
article about it in Architectural 
Digest. I loved the design and 
construction of the building, 
and I knew I had to go.

The inn is on a remote 
island and was built according 

to principles of sustainability 
and with respect for nature 
and culture. In fact, 100 per-
cent of the operating surpluses 
are reinvested in the commu-
nity. The goal is to help secure 
a future for Fogo Island.

Although the journey was 
challenging, we were rewarded 
with a beautiful wonderland. 
The bright, icy landscape, 
beautiful inn (with only 29 
rooms), award-winning cui-
sine and the lovely local people 
made our time at Fogo Island 
a very memorable experience. 
By the end of our stay, many of 
the staff felt like old friends.

Fogo Island is a beautiful, 
precious place, and we are so 
happy we were able to see it.

Read more member postcards on 
www.indagare.com.
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instagram

indagare instagram
Before summer vacations began, the Indagare Travel team was on the road, 
scoping out hot new destinations and checking in on old favorites.

A family-run lunch spot tucked into a glorious nature preserve on Sicily’s eastern coast; a Southern 
African safari camp where you get to walk with the elephants; ancient stalagmite caves on a tiny 
island less than a mile off the coast of Greece’s Paros; the newly opened private gardens of the Pope 
now accessible to Rome visitors. These are just a few of the favorite finds of Indagare’s well traveled 
staff, whose recent journeys include Spain, Italy, Greece, Thailand, Mexico, Chile, Turkey and Bo-
tswana. Indagare members can contact our Bookings Team for help with their next trip. Follow us 
on Instagram @indagaretravel and follow Melissa Biggs Bradley @indagare.

Botswana is blessed with an 
incredible variety of land-
scapes and wildlife, but you 
need to know when and why 
to go where. For instance, 
the Kalahari Desert has the 
most big game in its summer 
months, but it is at its most 
beautiful landscape-wise in 
winter. ~Melissa Biggs Bradley
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Parts of Sicily feel like time traveling to the 1970s. iThe island gets 
under your skin, invades your dreams and ultimately makes you accept 
that you will never know it fully. All you can do is plan a return trip to 
peel back one more layer. Noto, Sicily ~Simone Girner

Chiang Mai, Thailand ~Monique Brendel Thofte Salina, Aeolian Islands ~Simone Girner
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instagram

Berlin ~Emma Pierce

The wear-and-tear present at the Hagia Sophia only adds to the weighty  
significance and raw beauty of Istanbul’s most storied landmark. ~Emma Pierce

The Atacama Desert, 
often referred to as 
the “driest place on 
earth” lies 5,000-feet 
above sea level, and is 
a bucket-list destina-
tion for adventurous 
travelers wanting to 
experience the region’s 
diverse topography 
(think 20-foot cacti and 
shimmering salt flats). 
~Callie Pirrung

San Cassiano, Italy ~Alex Erdman  
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Too often, after touching down in Mallorca‘s airport, visitors bypass the island’s 
capital of Palma, which is a mistake, as it’s a charming place. ~Amelia Osborne

Santorini, Greece ~Barkley Hickox Sayulita, Mexico ~Janine Yu
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why go now

Unsung Greece
Homer’s Illiad comes to life in the Peloponnese, home 
to a stunning new resort, writes Barkley Hickox.

Rolling hills, charming seaside villages 
and countless historic sites recounted in 
the tales of Homer’s Illiad and Odyssey, 

define Greece’s Peloponnese, a region that de-
spite its proximity to Athens, remains relatively 
unspoiled by tourism. Here, the Mycenaeans 
expanded their civilization from Agamemnon’s 
home village of Mycenae; in Sparta, the Spar-
tans built their legendary army that fought the 
Trojan War and Battle of Thermopylae; and in 
honor of Zeus, the ancient Olympic games first 
began in Olympia.

On the eastern coast of the peninsula, just 
over two hours from Athens, the new Amanzo’e 

commands a position atop a large hill like a 
modern-day Acropolis; a complex so striking it 
would impress Alexander the Great. A setting 
more reminiscent of the Mallorcan countryside 
than the wind-swept Cyclades, the landscape is 
a feast for the senses. Bushels of lavender and 
yellow dandelions offer pops of color, groves 
of green olive and Cyprus trees add layers of 
depth to the valley and white freesia and pink 
bougainvillea grow along the hotel’s columned 
facade. Amanzo’e, which translates to “peaceful 
life,” delivers on that promise, redefining the 
meaning of sanctuary.

Architect Ed Tuttle seamlessly joins past c
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and present at Amanzo’e, taking the ancient 
Greek aesthetic and Aman-ifying it in a way 
that blends harmoniously with the surrounding 
environment. Monochrome furniture in materi-
als like leather, metal and suede sit within tra-
ditional columned structures; shallow reflecting 
pools and sleek outdoor fire pits compliment 
garlanded pergolas and marble statues of 
important historic figures. An authentic Greek 
amphitheater hosts open-air music and dance 
performances throughout the summer. 

Thirty-eight palatial pavilions with private 
swimming pools are scattered throughout 
the property offering views towards the sea 
or verdant valley. Pavilion interiors showcase 
Amanzo’e’s hi-tech savvy, with lighting touch 
panels, slick gas fireplaces and oh-so-indulgent 
Japanese heated toilets. Bathrooms open to the 
outdoors and are fit with his and hers dress-
ing chambers, massive sunken tubs and sky-lit 
showers built for two. 

While many guests would be happy spending 
their days in the privacy of their own pavilion, 
not to take advantage of Amanzo’e’s facilities 
would be a waste. During my stay, the massive 
pool area remained nearly empty despite a full 
hotel as many guests flocked to the beach club, 
located a seven-minute shuttle drive from the 
main house. With three pools (and one specifi-
cally for children), the beach club also offers 
a bar, lunch restaurant and water sports. Two 
floodlit tennis courts, a sun-drenched fitness 
center, an eight-treatment room Aman Spa 
and bright and airy pavilions offering Yoga and 
Pilates instruction round out the plethora of 
Amanzo’e’s on-property experiences. 

A base from which to discover the ancient 
history and untouched beauty of the Pelopon-
nese, many guests will spend their days marvel-
ing at the splendor that has been created at the 
resort and never set foot off the property.

Peloponnese insider 
While the Cyclades continue to draw travel-
lers, a more low-key Greek destination is 
coming into the spotlight this summer. 

~�Who Should Go 

Honeymooners,�couples�or�families�with�well-

behaved�children�who�are�looking�for�an�im-

peccable�hotel�with�a�stunning�landscape�in�

an�off-the-beaten-path�location.�While�there�

are�off-property�attractions�nearby,�travelers�

that�need�to�be�within�close�proximity�of�a�

town�may�feel�isolated.

~�Ideal Length of Stay 

Three�to�five�nights

~�Highlights 

A�boat�trip�to�the�cosmopolitan�islands�of�

Hydra�and�Spetses;�visiting�the�historic�town�

of�Nafplio�and�the�ruins�of�Mycenae;�wine�

tasting�in�Nemea.

~�Getting There 

From�Athens,�guests�may�opt�for�a�2�1/2�hour�

drive�on�a�highway�and�scenic�coastal�road,�or�

a�thirty-minute�helicopter�ride.
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During the summer, the 
population of Nan-
tucket swells from 

around 10,000 to around 
50,000. They are all there to 
revel in the island’s windswept 
elegance. Just fourteen miles 
long and three and a half miles 
wide, diminutive Nantucket is 
not much different today from 
the way it was during its hey-
day as one of the East Coast’s 
whaling capitals. In particular, 
the town of Nantucket, with 
its white church steeples and 
mansions with widow’s walks, 
looks much like the setting 
described by Herman Melville 
in Moby-Dick, which was 

partially set there. The rest 
of the island is made up of 
windblown moors and sprawl-
ing cranberry bogs, plus miles 
of sandy beaches, nearly all of 
which are open to the public.

Where to Stay
To maximize time spent shop-
ping and dining—two of Nan-
tucket’s biggest draws—visitors 
should stay in or just outside 
Nantucket town.

For a girls’ trip: 76 Main
Despite its location on Nan-
tucket’s main thoroughfare, 76 
Main is far enough removed 
from the crowds to provide a 

chic retreat. With only twenty 
uniquely appointed rooms, it is 
a true boutique option, with all 
the charm of a small property. 
The outdoor courtyard is an 
attractive gathering space in 
the evening, and the small 
café serves freshly baked treats 
throughout the day. When 
its sister property, 21 Broad, 
opens this month, guests will 
be able to use its spa facility.
Who Should Stay: The hotel 
is a good fit for low-mainte-
nance couples or a group of 
friends looking to stay close 
to the island’s best shopping 
and dining. Read the Indagare 
review on www.indagare.com.

Sankaty Lighthouse (above); 
Topper’s at Wauwinet

summer escape

Simple Luxury 
in Nantucket
Nantucket mesmerizes visitors 
with its 19th-century whaling-town 
charm and surprisingly low-key 
glamour. Indagare’s Emma Pierce 
shares the lowdown on the island 
resort, including two new hotel 
accommodations.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/76-main/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/76-main/
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For a family getaway:  
Residences at the White 
Elephant Village
Sporting a modern look, with 
blue-and-white or red-and-
white décor and airy living 
rooms, the one-, two- and 
three-bedroom residences 
each have a kitchenette, 
fireplace, washer/dryer and 
über-luxurious accents. The 
heated outdoor pool is a hit 
with guests of all ages, and 
although it has no restaurant 
or spa, guests can use those at 
the White Elephant Hotel.
Who Should Stay: Couples 
and families who appreciate a 
self-contained space and priva-

cy. Read the Indagare review at 
www.indagare.com.

For romance:  
Wauwinet
There’s something refreshingly 
uncomplicated about this gray-
shingled hotel that is located 
on Nantucket’s northern sliver 
of sand. No two of the thirty-
two rooms are alike, and the 
on-site spa and the restaurant, 
Topper’s, are so good that 
guests can, and often do, go a 
whole stay without venturing 
into town.
Who Should Stay: Couples 
looking for a private seaside 
escape that seems out of a time 
gone by. Read the Indagare 
review at www.indagare.com.

For classic Nantucket:  
White Elephant Hotel
The White Elephant’s lumi-
nous sixty-six rooms (includ-
ing suites and cottages), most 
with views of the bobbing 
boats docked in the harbor, are 
decorated in an understated 
nautical design scheme that’s 
both appropriate to the setting 
and luxurious in its details. Al-
though the hotel is traditional, 
it offers two stylish apartment-
like lofts in the center of down-
town, one of which comes with 
its own BMW. Overlooking 
the harbor but away from the 
bustle of town, the White El-
ephant has long been a favorite 

with generations of visitors.
Who Should Stay: Those 
looking for traditionally luxu-
rious accommodations and a 
hotel feel. Read the Indagare 
reivew at www.indagare.com.

Where to Eat
Like many East Coast resort 
towns, Nantucket offers an 
abundance of seafood and 
spots serving a mean lobster 
roll. The island is also teeming 
with fine-dining restaurants 
that provide visitors with 
unforgettable meals.

American Seasons
Just a few blocks beyond 
Nantucket’s downtown fringe, 
American Seasons has the 
air of a longtime classic but 
the cuisine of a hip new spot. 
Foodies delight in the farm-to-
table dishes, and its wine list 
of more than 500 titles makes 
American Seasons the perfect 
spot for a romantic evening. 
80 Centre St.; 508-228-7111

Black-Eyed Susan’s
There’s no easy way to get into 
this island favorite—reserva-
tions are accepted only for 
dinner—but visitors accept 
that lining up in front of the 
unassuming restaurant is part 
of the experience. The hearty 
breakfast, served until 1 p.m., is 
the most popular. 10 India St.; 
508-325-0308

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/residences-white-elephant-village/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/residences-white-elephant-village/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/off-the-beaten-path-nantucket/hotels/wauwinet/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/off-the-beaten-path-nantucket/hotels/wauwinet/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/white-elephant-hotel/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/nantucket-town/hotels/white-elephant-hotel/
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Juice Bar
Patrons queue for delicious 
homemade ice cream and 
sorbets at this island classic. 
For the ultimate indulgence, 
get an ice-cream sandwich or 
try one of the fragrant house-
made waffle cones. 12 Broad 
St.; 508-228-5799

Òran Mór
Chef Chris Freeman made big 
news when he left Topper’s to 
take over this romantic res-
taurant. Occupying the second 
floor of a historic house, Òran 
Mór has a diverse menu, a cozy 
bar and a lovely back dining 
room overlooking the garden. 
2 S. Beach St.; 508-228-8655

The Pearl
This island institution offers 

a classic yet innovative dining 
experience. Serving coastal 
cuisine with an Asian twist, 
the Pearl is known for its salt 
and pepper wok-fried lobster. 
12 Federal St.; 508-228-9701

Topper’s
The restaurant of the Wauwi-
net, Topper’s remains at the 
top of the Nantucket dining 
scene. The innovative menu 
is mostly a riff on French 
cuisine, and the restaurant of-
fers a shuttle from Nantucket 
Harbor. 120 Wauwinet Rd.; 
508-228-8768

Something Natural
The lunch standby prepares 
delicious sandwiches on tasty 
homemade bread. 50 Cliff Rd.; 
508-228-0504

island Style
Nantucket town is a wonderful 
place in which to hunt for unique 
finds. A word of advice: bring an 
extra bag or leave some room in 
your luggage.

Christopher’s	Home		
Furnishings
Filled with sumptuous items for 
the home—and overseen by a 
staff of interior designers who 
know their field—Christopher’s 
may be more fun for people 
who are redoing their houses 
on the island, but browsing the 
chic collection can also turn up 
whimsical finds. 8 Washington 
St.; 508-325-0714

Gypsy
Serious fashionistas will be in 
heaven at this emporium, which 
stocks a well-edited collection of 
creations from Lanvin, Thakoon 
and Isabel Marant. 20 Federal 
St.; 508-228-4404

Nantucket	Bookworks
This family-friendly independent 
bookstore has a carefully chosen 
selection, including numerous 
titles about Nantucket. There 
is also a delightful choice of 
stationery and cards. 25 Broad 
St.; 508-228-4000

Parchment
With its exquisite handmade 
paper, stationery and cards, 
Parchment would be right at 
home on Paris’s Left Bank. 11 
Washington St.; 508-228-4110

Peter	Beaton	Hat	Studio
Sophisticated prepsters have 
been scooping up the latest in 
hat fashion here since the store 
opened in 1996. Its signature 
straw hats are custom tailored 
and are packed up in chic black-
and-white boxes. 16.5 Federal 
St.; 508-228-8456

Read More…
This report is an excerpt of Indagare’s Nantucket coverage. Many more 
recommendations and reviews, including restaurants, shops and activi-
ties, can be found at Indagare.com. For help planning a trip, contact the 
Bookings Team: 212-988-2611 or bookings@indagare.com.

Charcuterie at 
American Seasons

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/new-england/nantucket/
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food/wine

Kyoto’s Hot Tables
Kyoto’s creative spirit, unique produce and legions of local artisans have created an 
extraordinary dining culture finds Brooke Pearson Lavery.

Every visitor to Kyoto with a faint interest 
in cuisine will discover a rich world where 
hundreds of discreet ten-seat restaurants 

flourish in the alleyways. The region has twenty-
one native vegetables, whose heirloom seeds 
have been passed down through the genera-
tions—just one of the quirks that makes Kyoto 
dining so special.

Kikunoi
Housed in a traditional Japanese home, this 
family-run restaurant is the place to go for a big 
night out. The elegant spot serves a multicourse 
meal made with seasonal ingredients.

Guilo Guilo
Cutting-edge Japanese cuisine is served at this 
hot spot housed in a refurbished warehouse. 
The flavors are sophisticated, the vibe is funky, 
and the atmosphere is decidedly unfussy.

Nakajin
Helmed by the esteemed soba master of Kyoto, 

Kazuomi Nakamura, this ten-seat eatery serves 
the best buckwheat noodles and tempura in 
town. There is no English menu, but your hotel 
concierge can select a set meal before your ar-
rival at the restaurant.

Misoka-an Kawanichiya
For more than three hundred years, the same 
family has been serving homemade soba 
noodles, attracting generations of patrons who 
come to revel in this warm comfort food. Steve 
Jobs dubbed a meal here the noodle experience 
of his life.

Kamikura
Diners enjoy traditional kaiseki cuisine at this 
restaurant in the boutique hotel Ryugin. The 
sleek bar is ideal for watching the chefs work.

Contact information for these restaurants and more can 
be found in Indagare’s Kyoto Destination Report. All 
reservations should be made in advance through either 
Indagare or your hotel concierge. Indagare members can 
contact our team of travel specialists by calling 212-988-
2611 or emailing bookings@indagare.com

A dish and a chef at Kamikura

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/japan/kyoto/
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spotlight

London’s Hippest Haunt
Indagare’s Melissa Biggs Bradley recently visited the 
British capital, where she stumbled upon her newest 
favorite neighborhood, featuring great shopping and a 
gorgeous, centrally located hotel.

When I go to London, I usually stay 
in Mayfair or Knightsbridge, but on 
a recent trip I tried the Rosewood 

London, which I had heard from a bellman at 
another property was gorgeous—except for the 
location. It occupies a stunning Belle Epoque 
building in Holborn, but what I discovered, 
aside from a lovely new hotel, was a neighbor-
hood in London that still feels distinctly British. 
In the streets around the hotel are the former 
houses (and now museums) of Sir John Soane, 
the wonderfully eccentric architect, and author 
Charles Dickens, whose domicile has recently 
been upgraded and now holds the world’s larg-
est collection of Dickens memorabilia.

In Holborn I also discovered my new favor-
ite shopping area. The lane Lambs Conduit 
brought back the thrill of discovery for me as a 
shopper. It is just north of Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
(London’s largest public square) and south of 

the oldest cemetery in the city—the site of the 
first known grave robbery. Comprising just a 
few pedestrian-only blocks, the area mixes old-
world enterprises (including a funeral parlor 
and old tailor shops) with hip men’s boutiques 
like Folk (No. 53), Simon Carter (No. 36) and 
Grenson (No. 40) and lovely housewares bou-
tiques like the French House (No. 50), Dark-
room (No. 52) and Pentreath & Hall (17 Rugby 
St.). I found treasures in the antiques shops 
Wren (No. 47) and Fishers (17A Rugby St.). 
Also here is Persephone (No. 59), the women’s 
publishing house and bookstore, which sells re-
prints of literature written by female authors in 
pretty floral paperback versions. Ralph Fiennes 
recently stopped in for lunch at Cigala (No. 54), 
a casual Spanish restaurant. Vat’s (No. 51), a 
wine bar across the street, is known for good, 
simple lunches. Among the cultural sites nearby 
is the Foundling Museum (40 Brunswick Sq.), 
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y a moving tribute to the abandoned children who 

came through here and home to a large collec-
tion of Handel memorabilia—the composer was 
a patron of the hospital—including an original 
copy of his Messiah. The Dairy Arts Center (7A 
Wakefield St.) just opened the first solo Julian 
Schnabel exhibit in the U.K. in fifteen years.

Dedicated shoppers can make appoint-
ments to visit some of the talented craftsmen in 
Cockpit Arts (Northington St.), an arts incuba-
tor with more than 100 artists and jewelers 
in Hatton Garden, which has been the center 
of jewelry making in London since the 1400s. 
Among those to consider seeking out are Judy 
Bentinck (Studio E2Q), a milliner who studied 
with the Queen Mum’s hat maker, and Car-
réducker (Studio E2G), which makes bespoke 
shoes for Gieves and Hawkes. Contact our 
Bookings Team to be set up with a guide who 
can tailor a walk to your interests.

rosewood London
Modern glamour meets British history
No expense was spared in glamming up the 
Edwardian Belle Epoque building that once housed 
the Chancery hotel, resulting in a property that 
feels thoroughly modern and distinctly British at 
the same time. Each of the 262 guest rooms and 
44 suites is artfully furnished in a muted palette, 
exuding a subtle and sophisticated vibe that seems 
more residential than that of your typical hotel. 
Yet all the bells and whistles you want in a fine 
city hotel—a fitness room, spa and great dining 
venues—are here. In fact, Scarfe’s Bar has become 
one of the buzziest spots for cocktails in the city. 
Equally glamorous but more exclusive is the Grand 
Manor House Wing suite, which has its own entry 
and is the only suite in the world with its own postal 
code. Although the property is not in the more 
typical, central areas of Knightsbridge or Mayfair, 
for those looking for easy access to Soho and the 
West End, its location in Holborn could be a plus. 
Who Should Stay: 

 Anyone looking for a stylish hotel with great 
restaurants and a location near the West End, 

or who wants a fabulous apartment residence.
Read Indagare’s full review on indagare.com.

Clockwise: The boutique Folk; Rosewood’s bar 
and a guest room; Charles Dickens Museum

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/england/london/west-end-soho-covent-garden/hotels/rosewood-hotel-london/
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destination report

Spain: Madrid, andalusia  
and the Balearic islands
With a rich history and layered culture, Spain offers the ultimate in romance and 
discoveries, as Amelia Osborne and the Indagare Travel team notes.

We	Know	More…
Our team is con-
stantly traveling, to 
give you the most 
relevant and up-to-
date recommenda-
tions and itineraries.

We	Think	More…
We are frequent 
travelers and we 
pool our knowledge 
and members’ feed-
back to tweak the 
details of your trip. 

We	Care	More… 
There’s no such 
thing as a “best” 
hotel or destination. 
We customize all 
your trips based on 
your preferences.

We	Do	More… 
Think of us as your 
advocates who go 
above and beyond 
to ensure that each 
trip is packed with 
special touches.

We	Get	More… 
We secure special 
rates and amenities 
at hundreds of prop-
erties worldwide, 
including upgrades 
and VIP treatment.

Book My Trip: The indagare advantage

There�is�no�bookings�fee�for�Indagare�members.�Contact�us�at�212-988-2611�or�bookings@indagare.com.

There’s a rhythm to life in Spain. Like the 
staccato of an impassioned flamenco 
dance, this rhythm is unique. All too of-

ten, visitors catch only glimpses of the country’s 
heavenly lifestyle, listening to rapid-fire conver-
sations over tapas, peering through a cracked 
door leading to a home’s courtyard, catching the 
aroma of baking almond cookies wafting from 
within convent walls. As welcoming and warm 
as the Spanish culture is, much of its essence is 
subtle, nonpublicized. It’s up to the traveler to 
understand the nuances and find a way in.

As vast and as varied as Italy or France, Spain 
cannot be explored in just one or even two visits. 
In this issue we outline a handful of itinerary 
options beginning in the vibrant and elegant 
capital of Madrid, a cosmopolitan hub of fash-
ion, food and art. From there we travel south 
to Seville, the heart of Andalusia and home to 
so much that is inherently Spanish: flamenco, 
tapas, bullfighting. (A new Assouline book cel-
ebrates the culture with stunning photographs, 
left, and odes to the city. See review on p. 35.) 
Granada, with its Alhambra, and Córdoba, with 
its Mezquita, make for excellent day trips or 
stops during a road trip through the country-

side, which can also include visits to wineries 
and the charming pueblos blancos.

For the third and final, relaxation portion 
of the itinerary, visitors have three options. 
Couples (especially golfers) will adore the serene 
hotel Finca Cortesin, located in the hills above 
Marbella. Families and those looking for a buzz-
ing scene might head to the historic Marbella 
Club Hotel, where teenagers can enjoy the 
nightlife, little ones delight in the extraordinary 
Kids’ club and parents dress up for dinner and 
drink martinis at the tables where the Duke of 
Windsor and Audrey Hepburn once also sipped 
(though not together, of course). For more-off-
the-beaten-path luxury, the Balearic Islands, 
especially Mallorca and Ibiza, offer casual op-
tions for lazy days under the sun, at the beach 
and amid vineyards and orchards.

Wherever a Spanish trip takes you, you will 
doubtless have moments in which to appreciate 
the harmony of the place. Faint music provides 
a base melody; footsteps on cobblestones deliver 
a percussionlike beat; ringing church bells float 
amid orange blossom–perfumed air; and the ca-
denced conversation has a harmonious melody. 
It’s impossible not to get swept up in it all. 
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Madrid exudes an enthusiasm that 
pervades all aspects of its culture. This 
is evident in the fervor that surrounds 

any Real Madrid match, in the music on the pla-
zas in the trendy Malasaña neighborhood and 
the lively chatter outside the old-school tapas 
bars on warm evenings, when elderly residents 
gather to debate politics over rounds of drinks. 
Follow Indagare’s guide for where to stay, eat 
and shop, and the city will inevitably delight.

STay 

 Villa Magna
This opulent property is a favorite of 

executives traveling to Madrid. Furnishings are 
elegant, with bold Art Deco influences in the 
common areas and more traditional touches 
in the rooms and suites. On the main floor, the 
lounge and terrace are relaxing places in which 
to grab a drink. Most of the patrons are busi-
nessmen, but locals adore the hotel’s restaurant. 
Who Should Stay: Anyone who wants Madrid’s 
most upscale accommodations. The hotel’s 
location, in Salamanca, is great for die-hard 
shoppers, but the museums are a twenty-minute 
walk or a short taxi ride away. Read the full 
Indagare review on www.indagare.com.

 AC Santo Mauro
This fifty-one-room former ducal mansion 

in Madrid’s most elegant residential neighbor-
hood attracts an A-list crowd that prefers quiet 
luxury. In the common areas, Neoclassical 
architecture is accented with Persian carpets, 
gilded mirrors and antique chandeliers. The 
accommodations, however, are entirely modern. 
Historic details remain—the château is govern-
ment protected down to the doorknobs—but the 
furnishings are über-contemporary. 

Additional pluses are the property’s pretty 
garden terrace and subterranean pool. The 
hotel’s location, near the financial and shopping 
districts, is fantastic for business travelers and 
shoppers, but requires a cab ride for those wish-
ing to visit the city center.
Who Should Stay: The indoor pool, garden and 
quiet location make it a great choice for fami-
lies. Read the full review on www.indagare.com.

 Hotel Ritz
After traveling around Europe, Spanish 

king Alfonso XIII returned to his hometown 
determined to give it some of the sophistication 
of London and Paris by constructing a high-end 
hotel on a par with those in the cities he had 
visited. He joined forces with the legendary 
hotelier César Ritz and in 1910 opened Madrid’s 
first true luxury property.

Now run by Belmond, the Ritz honors its his-
tory in the décor of its 137 rooms and 30 suites, 
which are all elegantly outfitted with antique 
furniture, damask draperies, crystal chandeliers 
and custom-made fine linens. Some complain 
that the interiors are a bit faded, but those 
who don’t mind the slightly grandmotherly 
atmosphere will be charmed by the old-world 
sophistication.

The Ritz’s biggest bragging point—beyond 
its unrivaled location, next to the Prado, is its 
staff, which is efficient, friendly and without an c
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Two Nights in Madrid
Once a provincial city on the Iberian plain, Madrid has transformed into an exciting 
destination. Henley Vazquez and Noelle Salmi break down the Spanish capital.

 Indagare Plus Members who book 
through Indagare receive preferential rates  
and/or special amenities at the properties with the 
Indagare Plus symbol, as noted throughout this 
Black Book magazine. Indagare is also a Preferred 
Partner of Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts, which 
means that members booking through Indagare 
receive preferred rates, special amenities and VIP 
treatment at the brand’s properties worldwide.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/madrid/salamancaretiro/hotels/villa-magna/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/madrid/salamancaretiro/hotels/villa-magna/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/madrid/chamberi/hotels/ac-santo-mauro/
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Clockwise: Palacio Real; a dish and the restau-
rant of Bar Tomate; Castañer shoes; a courtyard 

of Museo Reina Sofia; a Loewe boutique
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ounce of snobbery. Many employees have been 
at the hotel for decades, and they take pride in 
preserving its reputation. 
Who Should Stay: With its option for combin-
ing adjoining rooms and its access to Retiro 
Park, this is a good choice for families. It is also 
suitable for anyone who appreciates a sense of 
history. Read the full review on indagare.com.

eaT
Meals throughout Spain are eaten later than 
many travelers are accustomed to. Lunch begins 
around 2 P.M., while dinner starts no earlier 
than 10 P.M. If hunger strikes at an earlier hour, 
stop for some tapas and a drink. Keep in mind 
that Spaniards dress formally, so T-shirts will 
look out of place even at casual spots.

Bar Tomate
Playful furnishings suit the casual menu, which 
is best enjoyed at lunch or for a relaxed din-
ner. Classic tapas like jamon iberico, sardines 
on grilled bread and fried artichokes can be 

ordered all day, while wood-fire-baked pizzas 
and heartier dishes are reserved for lunch and 
dinner. Calle de Fernando El Santo 26; 34-91-
702-3870

El Paraguas
Elegant and popular, El Paraguas is the place 
to go for a big night out. The handsome rooms 
looks like those in an upscale century-old 
Madrid apartment, with separate dining areas 
featuring ornate wooden molding. The menu is 
inspired by Spain’s northern coastal province of 
Asturias. Cava Baja 35; 34-91-365-3252

Iroco
Where sophisticated Madrid residents go for 
dinner, Iroco is a gem of a restaurant, serving 
nouvelle Spanish cuisine in a sleek setting. The 
best tables are those in the pretty interior gar-
den. Calle Velazques 15; 34-91-431-7381

Kabuki Wellington
This Michelin-starred sushi restaurant, located 

Left to Right: a gallery in the Prado; AC Santo 
Mauro hotel’s living room; Madrid’s Teatro Real

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/madrid/salamancaretiro/hotels/hotel-ritz-madrid/
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in the Wellington Hotel, draws Madrid’s most 
sophisticated diners. The chefs prepare memo-
rable creations like butterfish nigiri with truffles 
and toro tuna seared with brown sugar. Calle 
Velazquez 6; 34-91-577-7877

La Gabinoteca
This trendy multilevel gastrobar serves creative, 
foodie-approved takes on classic tapas dishes 
like veal sausage styled as a ballpark hot dog in 
a lively atmosphere. Calle Fernandez de la Hoz 
53 34-91-399-1500

Luzi Bombon
From the same owners behind Bar Tomate, this 
lively and fun restaurant draws a well-heeled 
but youthful crowd. Also located in Madrid’s 
posher neighborhood, the restaurant has an 
attractive dining room that is spacious and airy. 
Calle Ruiz de Alarcon 27; 34-91-369-3689

Sergi Arola Gastro
Superchef Sergi Arola helms his eponymous 

restaurant, which offers dining options by num-
ber of courses only. The two-Michelin-starred 
spot also has a bar for those who wish to sample 
some of Arola’s exquisite dishes in a more casual 
setting and at lower prices. Calle de Zurbano 31; 
34-91-310-2169

Ten Con Ten
For a festive night out, Ten Con Ten can’t be 
beat. With excellent food, a lively atmosphere 
and a posh clientele, the Madrid sensation is 
booked months in advance, but for those who 
didn’t plan ahead, the bar takes walk-ins.  Calle 
de Ayala 6; 34-91-575-9254

SHOP
The main shopping areas of Madrid are the 
swank Salamanca district and the trendier 
Chuenca, where shoppers can find quality 
leather goods and diverse European labels. 
For typically Spanish items, head to the Puerta 
del Sol area. Note that most stores close from 
2-5pm, then remain open until 8pm. 
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Fashion & Accessories: Adolfo Dominguez
The elegant creations of Spanish designer Ad-
olfo Dominguez can now be found throughout 
Spain. This location, on Calle de Serrano, is the 
one to visit. Calle de Serrano 5; 34-91-436-2600

Fashion & Accessories: Isolée
This bright and airy boutique stocks a cool 
blend of cutting-edge fashion, fragrances and 
gifts. Calle de las Infantas 19; 34-915-228-138

Fashion & Accessories: Loewe
Spain’s upscale leather store has been outfitting 
the elite with handbags and luggage since 1846.  
Calle de Serrano 26; 34-91-5776-056

Market: Mercado San Miguel
Located in a soaring 1916 steel-and-glass 
structure, the Mercado San Miguel is the chicest 
place to shop for food in central Madrid. Its 
tenants range from traditional fresh produce 
purveyors and fishmongers to gourmet bakeries 
and wine bars. Plaza San Miguel

Shopping Street: Callejon de Jorge Juan 
Some of the best shopping in the city is on offer 

in this charming passageway. This is the first 
street to hit for stunning Spanish fashion if you 
have limited time in Madrid. 

See/DO
Madrid boasts top sights for every taste and 
interest, and Indagare can arrange bespoke 
private tours for members. Contact our book-
ings team for more information and assistance 
planning a trip and laying out an itinerary.

Real Madrid Football Stadium
Sports fans shouldn’t miss seeing the world 
famous Real Madrid in action. Soccer is practi-
cally Spain’s national religion, and if you sign 
up for a stadium tour, you will also get a brief 
history of Real Madrid before the game begins. 
Avenida de Concha Espina 1; 34-91-398-4300

Palacio Real
King Philip V constructed this palace in 1734 
on the site of a 9th-century fortress, and it is 
still used by the Spanish royal family for formal 
affairs. Visitors should be sure to also see the 
Royal Armory and Almudena Cathedral. Calle 
Bailén; 34-91-454-8800

Shop: espadrilles
Worn in Spain since the 14th century, espa-
drilles were once considered footwear only 
for the working classes. However, after Yves 
Saint Laurent featured the shoes in a runway 
show in the 1970s, their popularity skyrock-
eted and the shoes became favorites with 
everyone from Grace Kelly to Pablo Picasso.  

Run by the same family for five generations, 
Casa Hernanz (Calle toleldo 18; 34-91-
366-5450), located near Plaza Mayor, is the 
place in Madrid to buy espadrilles. The selec-
tion is fantastic, with examples in every size 
and shade lining the walls, but the service 
can be lacking. 

Castañer in Salamanca (Calle de Claudio 
Coello 51 34-91-578-1890) has an impres-
sive, albeit pricier, selection of the shoes.
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Parque del Retiro
Originally built as a royal retreat, the Retiro 
opened to the public in the 19th century. No-
table sites within the park’s boundaries include 
the Crystal Palace, the Fountain of the Falling 
Angel and the Forest of the Departed.

Prado
Madrid’s most prestigious museum owns 
more than 17,000 works, including the best of 
Velázquez, Bosch and Rubens. The ideal way 
to view it is with one of Indagare’s preferred 
guides. Contact our bookings team to set up a 
tour. Calle Ruiz de Alarcón 23; 34-91-330-2800

Reina Sofia
Madrid’s modern-art museum, housed in an 
18th-century hospital, is known for its vast 

collection, but without a doubt, the biggest star 
is Picasso’s Guernica. The mammoth painting 
depicts the destruction of the town of Guernica 
during the Spanish civil war. Calle Santa Isabel 
52; 34-91-774-1000

Thyssen-Bornemisza
This museum is the third leg of Madrid’s 
“golden triangle of art.” Its collection—includ-
ing paintings by the likes of Dürer, Caravaggio, 
Rubens and Van Gogh—was originally the 
private property of the wealthy Baron Thyssen-
Bornemisza and his family until the Spanish 
government purchased it for $350 million. 
Paseo del Prado 8; 34-90-276-0511

Read more of Indagare’s Madrid recommendations, 
including tips on where to stay, on www.indagare.com.

Book review:  
in the Spirit of Seville
Photographer Antonio del Junco, a Seville native, created 
a love letter to his city with In the Spirit of Seville (As-
souline 2014, $45), a coffee table book on the one-time 
Moorish capital. With a forward by the Duchess of Alba, 
the book combines photographs and essays to capture 
the sensual, enchanting nature of the Spanish city. Filled 
with visually stunning images, the book portrays Seville’s 
rich history and traditions, from the passionate 
flamenco culture to the thrilling atmosphere of the 
bullfighting ring and the imposing beauty of the famed 
cathedral. (In the photograph to the left, women wear the 
traditional mantilla head covering on special occasions 
and on holy days.) www.assouline.com.c
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Andalusia’s capital, Seville embodies 
the values of the region, emphasizing 
a small-town sense of community and 

tradition. The city’s architecture is the star, 
its alleyways, courtyards, palaces and private 
homes exemplifying both Moorish and Mudéjar 
styles, the latter denoting a combination of 
Muslim and Christian influences that takes its 
name from the word for Muslim people living 
under Christian rule. This marriage of mul-
tiple religions is evident throughout the area, 
like in Seville Cathedral’s magnificent Giralda 
belltower, which was originally built as a 
minaret, or with Córdoba’s La Mezquita, where 
a Baroque cathedral sits inside an 8th-century 
mosque. The combining of multiple cultures 
and religions (Arab, Muslim, Jewish, Roman, 
Visigoth, Christian) resulted in the breeding of a 
beautiful and wholly new style that feels authen-
tically Andalusian.

Lay OF THe LaND
Seville’s summers get hot, so visitors during 
these months should plan their days around 
time spent in cooling courtyards, by the hotel 
pool and along the river. The city is made up 
of barrios, or neighborhoods, with Plaza del 
Triunfo at the center. This all-important area 
contains the Cathedral, the Alcazar and the 
Giralda Tower. The Old Town is also home to 
Barrio de Santa Cruz, the charming Jewish 
neighborhood with ancient winding pathways 
and windows with lush flower boxes. The Plaza 
de Toros de la Real Maestranza bullring is to the 
west; set on the Guadalquivir river and across 
the way is Triana, a gritty area that is home to 
the city’s gypsy culture and population as well as 
its ceramic tile industry.

STay
The two best hotel options in Seville couldn’t be 

Seville
Magical and musical, Seville beckons with 
romantic narrow streets, centuries-old traditions 
and warm days that turn into long nights.

An Andalusian room at Hotel Alfonso XIII; 
the hotel courtyard (right)



more different. The grand Alfonso XIII is a full-
service hotel in a historic building on a major 
square. Staying in the under-the-radar boutique 
property Corral del Rey feels like having one’s 
own modernized and super chic apartment.

 Hotel Alfonso XIII
The obvious luxury choice in Seville is the 

historic Alfonso XIII, located in an Andalusian 
Regionalist–style building constructed in the 
1920s to house dignitaries for the 1929 Ibero-
American Exhibition. Bold and statement mak-
ing, the red brick building is centered around a 
peaceful courtyard and is full of original Arabic 
and Moorish touches, including inlaid tile work, 
hand-painted ceramics and exposed wooden 
beams. Ultra luxurious guest rooms are decorat-
ed in Moorish, Castilian and Andalusian styles, 
with leather and metal nailhead furniture. The 
hotel does not have a spa, but there is a gym, 
and the outdoor pool is a big hit with families 
and those who return to the hotel mid-day after 
sightseeing under the bright sun. 
Who Should Stay: While it is not the quaint 
Andaluisan hotel that will make visitors feel like 
locals, the Hotel Alfonso XIII is historic and is 
by far the grandest option in Seville. Read the 
full Indagare review on www.indagare.com.

Corral del Rey
The family-owned Corral del Rey is a boutique 
hotel option in Seville that gives visitors inde-
pendence and a sense of daily life in this special 
city. The hotel, which occupies a series of former 
homes on Corral del Rey, flanks two sides of the 
street. Number 7 holds the more contemporary 
suites that feel like individual apartments (the 
Penthouse Suite, the hotel’s gorgeous room 
with a separate sitting area, two terraces and a 
plunge pool is on this side). Number 9 is home 
to the more traditional hotel rooms as well 
as the small lobby, restaurant and office that 
doubles as reception. That there are only 17 
rooms total lends a cozy B&B like quality to the 
property, where guests hang out on the comfy 
sofa in the entrance and let themselves in and 
out of the front door as they wish. (There is no 
doorman and the doors remain locked through-
out the day and night so guests must remember 
codes to open the main gates). 
Who Should Stay: The Corral del Rey is an 
excellent choice for independent travelers look-
ing to have a romantic, authentic stay in one 
of Spain’s most magical towns. Read the full 
Indagare review on www.indagare.com.

eaT 
As in all of Spain, dining hours are later in 
Seville. Lunch, the day’s main meal, typically 
begins at 1:30 or 2:00pm. Afternoon tea breaks, 
around 5pm are called merienda and are crucial 
for those traveling with kids, because dinner is 
typically composed more of drinks and tapas 
grazing than a real meal, and doesn’t begin until 
around 9pm. Seville claims to have invented 
tapas, and favorite orders include jamon Iberico, 
olives, meatballs, chorizo and small pieces of 
seafood, either grilled or lightly fried. 

The tapas experience can be intimidating for 
a non-local, but it shouldn’t be. Simply find a 
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http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/seville/historic-center-seville/hotels/hotel-alfonso-xiii/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/seville/historic-center-seville/hotels/hotel-alfonso-xiii/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/seville/historic-center-seville/hotels/corral-del-rey/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/seville/historic-center-seville/hotels/corral-del-rey/
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lively spot that is full of locals. Stand at the bar 
and order a drink and a couple of plates of tapa. 
Carry your drink and snacks to a table outside 
and eat while listening to conversations around 
you, footsteps on the cobblestones and the day’s 
final church bells.

Tapas
El Rinconcillo
One of Seville’s most beloved institutions since 
1670, this famed spot is perfect for a relaxing 
night filled with drinks and a bounty of tapas. 
40 Calle Gerona; 34-954-22-31-83 

La Antigua Bodeguita
The alfresco terrace at this lively bar offers 
some of the city’s best people-watching as well 
as a jovial scene well into the night. 6 Plaza del 
Salvador; 34-954-56-18-33

Don Juan
Just around the corner from the Seville Cathe-
dral, this airy tapas joint serves healthful cuisine 
that appeals to the modern palate. 7 Calle 
Alemanes; 34-954-56-23-23

Big Night Out
Oriza
For a gastronomic experience in Seville, Oriza 
is a reliable choice. Set within a regal mansion 
built in the 1920s, Oriza serves exquisite cuisine 

in a stunning greenhouse-like dining room. 41 
Calle San Fernando; 34-954-22-72-54

Abantal
White-washed walls and a simple interior in 
no way resemble the artfully constructed plates 
served at Seville’s longest-running Michelin-
starred restaurant. A short walk from the center 
of town, the haute cuisinery is a must-visit for 
serious foodies. 7 Calle Alcalde José de la Ban-
dera; 34-954-540-000

Abades Triana
The views—overlooking the river and the Torre 
del Oro—are almost as beautiful as the chic 
clientele that frequent this glass-enclosed res-
taurant, especially fitting for a trendy night out. 
69A Calle Betis; 34-954-286-459

Cocktails
Bar Americano
Bedecked in vibrant velvet blue and creamy 
leather, the regal bar at the Hotel Alfonso XIII 
is ideal for a pre- or post-dinner drink. 2 Calle 
San Fernando; 34-954-917-000

SHOP
Seville shopping is known for beautiful selec-
tions of flamenco style fans, dresses and scarves. 
The hand-crafted tiles from the Triana neigh-
borhood are stunning. Main streets to know are 
Calle Ruiz and Calle Sierpes. 

Fashion & Accessories: Lina
Founded in 1960 by Marcelina Fernandez, this 
is your one-stop shop for all things flamenco. 
Now run by genetically blessed granddaughter 
Mila, Lina stocks gorgeous, handmade dresses 
that are perfect for on or off the dancefloor. 20 
Calle Sagasta; 34-954-21-13-82 

“Probably... the most 
beautiful and haunting 
of all Spanish cities; an 
african paradise set under 
the Sierras like a rose 
preserved in snow”
~Laurie Lee on Granada
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Tejas Dulces de Sevilla; a flamenco 
dancer at Casa de la Memoria
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Fashion & Accessories: Sangrespanola
This quaint shop stocks a variety of free-spirit-
ed, bohemian jewelry and apparel. With a focus 
on craftsmanship, everything in the store is 
handmade by local artisans. 7 Calle Puerta de la 
Carne; 34-954-227-226 
 
Fashion & Accessories: Roberto Garrudo 
The Wild West meets Spain in this family-run 
store. The front houses a variety of handmade 
leather shoes and brogues, while the back is a 
horseman’s dream: the company specializes in 
handmade saddles, stirrups and chaps. 8 Plaza 
de Chapina; 34-954-338-861 

Fashion & Accessories: Maquedanos Som-
breros
Located in the heart of Seville’s old town, this 
gorgeous shop stocks a variety of handmade 
and very traditional Andalusian hats. 40 Calle 
Sierpes; 34-954-564-771 
 
Fashion & Accessories: Pedro Algaba
Matadors flock to this tiny shop for beautifully 
detailed capes, jackets and shoes. The atelier 
has also dressed Placido Domingo and provided 
costumes for famed opera houses, including 
those in New York City and London. 39 Calle 
Adriano; 34-954-277-872
 

Granada
“There	is	nothing	in	life,	nothing,	so	cruel	as	to	be	blind	in	Granada.”	–Francisco	de	Icaza
Evidence of Granada’s beauty begins on the journey there, as the landscape transforms into a lush hilltop para-
dise. Two-and-a-half hours by car from Seville, the city was the final Muslim colony in Spain until it was conquered 
by Catholics in 1492. Remnants of the past endure; the Albaicín is the Muslim neighborhood, and is a must-visit, 
but the star of the region is the Alhambra: an expansive 13th-century town that includes a military palace, private 
residences, convent, medina, luscious gardens and abundant fountains fed by the nearby Sierra Nevada moun-
tains. For those who would like to spend the night in Granada, the best choice in town is the centrally-located 
Hotel Hospes Palacio de Los Patos. Calle Solarillo de Gracia 1; 34-958-535-790. 
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Home: Ceramica Santa Ana
Located in Triana, the gypsy enclave on the left 
side of Guadalquivir River, Ceramica Santa Ana 
is the best place in Sevilla to buy traditional 
Spanish pottery. Workshops and kilns are on the 
first floor, while the geometric, vibrant ceram-
ics of the Andalucía region can be found on the 
second. 31 Calle San Jorge; 34-954-333-990
  
Home: Antik
Owned by the chic Ana Lopez Fando, this 
funky little Calle Alfalfa store features vintage 
finds. Antik stocks a little bit of everything, but 
the high point is the huge selection of African 
and Asian jewelry, carpets and fabrics. 7 Calle 
Alfalfa; 34-954-222-0 14
 
Home: Mercadillo Filatelico
Located in Seville’s historic center, Mercadillo 
Filatelico is an antique lover’s paradise. Vendors 
sell a variety of vintage stamps, postcards and 
coins from across the world. Plaza del Cabildo

Food & Wine: Convento de San Leandro
Built after the Reconquista, this convent has 
been around since the mid-13th century. Locat-

ed in the heart of the Old Town, San Leandro is 
run by nuns who churn out delicious traditional 
sweets. 1 Plaza San Ildefonso; 34-954-224-195

See/DO
Founded in 1503 as a mercantile city, Seville 
benefitted from its location on the Guadalquivir 
river, a trading hub that saw high volumes of 
commerce. The city’s location on a wide river far 
enough removed from the ocean (and therefore 
piracy) was a big reason it thrived. 

Cathedral
Seville’s Cathedral, the third largest in the 
world, was built on the site of a Muslim mosque, 
beginning in the 15th century. The Giralda bell-
tower is a renovated version of a minaret, which 
visitors can climb. Much debated is whether the 
large, central mausoleum actually does hold the 
remains of Christopher Columbus. (Spaniards 
say yes, Italians say no). Nevertheless—and 
there have been DNA tests completed—the 
stone tomb is beautiful and dramatic, upheld 
by sculpted pallbearers that each represent one 
of the Spanish empire’s regions. Avenida de la 
Constitución; 34-954-214-971

Semana Santa 
& april Feria
Samana	Santa
Lauded as the holiest week in 
Seville, as well as greater Spain, 
the Semana Santa encompasses 
the week leading up to Easter, 
when Spaniards from all over travel 
to the southern city. To celebrate 
the sacred holiday, tourists and 
locals decorate floats, or pasos, 
with depictions of biblical events 
and wooden sculptures. Religious 
groups from the neighboring  

 
towns, most dressed in penitential 
robes and tall, pointed hoods 
that cover the face, form a route 
leading to the city’s Cathedral, the 
center of the celebration. The pro-
cessions last from Palm Sunday to 
Easter morning, but the best time 
to take in the spectacle is on Holy 
Thursday, when the most extrava-
gant processions embark on their 
journey, reaching the Cathedral by 
dawn on Good Friday.
 
Feria
In sharp contrast to the Samana 

Santa, the Feria is all about lavish 
finery and raucous celebration. Be-
ginning two weeks after the pious 
event, (typically in late April), the 
Feria lasts six days, during which 
Sevillians dance and feast into the 
wee hours. Each day, elaborate 
carriages chauffeur the city’s elite 
to La Real Maestranza, where 
bullfighters mingle with breeders. 
In the early evening, locals head to 
the fairgrounds on the bank of the 
Guadalquivir River for tapas and 
drinks in the festive marquee tents 
that decorate the shores.
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Alcazar
The Arabic word for “fortress,” the Alcazar was 
a Moorish structure originally built in the 8th 
century AD, that in the 14th century was con-
verted by Christians into their highly secured 
palace. Once they had banished the ruling 
Muslims from the region, a new building style 
emerged, dubbed Mudéjar, which combined 
Moorish and western European sensibilities. 
Over the years more styles were introduced, 
including Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque 
architecture and decoration, and design aspects 
throughout are composed of geometric designs, 
Arabic writing and floral patterns (it is forbid-
den in the Muslim culture to represent likeness-
es of Allah and therefore all living creatures). 
The palace’s formal gardens are a hodgepodge 
of styles, including fountains, pools, a maze of 
myrtle and stone pavilions. Plaza del Triunfo; 
34-954-502-323

Casa de Pilatos
This private palace has been home to the 
Dukes of Medinaceli since its construction in 
the 1500s. A more manageable complex than 
the Alcazar, it is an excellent representation of 
smaller royal residences. Azulejos-tiled interiors 
are charmingly run down but the gardens are 
lush and dotted with freestanding ancient Ro-
man artifacts. Plaza de Pilatos; 34-954-225-298 

Plaza de Toros de la Real Maestranza 
Considered the most important bullfighting ring 
in the world, this plaza hosts live fights during 
the season, starting around Easter. Guided 
tours of the ring and the surrounding buildings, 
which have been turned into a museum to the 
sport and its celebrities, are available through 
the Indagare bookings team. Paseo de Cristobal 
Colon; 34-954-224-577

Day Trip: Córdoba
The city of Córdoba is a 45-minute train ride or 
90-minute drive northeast of Seville and makes 
for an excellent day trip. The city, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, is typical of southern Spain 
filled with courtyards, private homes, narrow 
alleyways and tapas bars beloved by locals. 
What makes Córdoba such a special destination 
is La Mezquita, the 8th-century mosque that is 
also home to the 16th-century Roman Catholic 
cathedral. One of the most beautiful examples 
of Moorish architecture, the mosque features 
iconic red marble columns and arches. Visitors 
enter through the Patio de los Naranjos, an idyl-
lic Muslim court filled with orange trees where 
devotees performed ablutions before entering. 
The historic old city surrounds the mosque, 
which contains the Jewish Quarter, Roman 
Bridge and Alcazar de los Reyes Cristianos. 

Córdoba’s La Mezquita
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German Prince Alfonso von Hohenlohe 
developed the fantastically storied 
Marbella Club Hotel in the 1950s as 

a private seaside residence for his family and 
jet-set friends. The property grew as airplane 
travel did throughout the decades and reflects 
the varied eras of European glamour. 

Spread over 450,000-square-feet of lushly 
landscaped gardens, the hotel feels more like a 
small hamlet than a resort. The 134 rooms come 
in a variety of sizes, arrangements and set-ups. 
Most of the guest rooms have been renovated 
recently and feature chic coral-print textiles, 
sumptuous rugs in colors that pop and cool tiled 
floors. In addition, many accommodations have 
manicured outdoor spaces. All rooms are lo-
cated a short walk from the resort’s pool, beach 
club and dining options.

The property contains two swimming pools 
and a large spa and fitness area. It also offers 
various watersports and access to the hotel’s 

Marbella Club Hotel
costa del sol, spain’s “golden Mile” is home to some over-the-top 
areas, but the Marbella club hotel sits in a charming and stylish hub.

eighteen-meter yacht for cruising. Guests can 
use the nearby tennis courts, equestrian center 
and golf courses. 

Marbella Club takes pride in its six restau-
rants, including the Beach Club buffet and the 
Grill Restaurant, along with more casual dining 
options at the beach, by the pool and on the golf 
course. For a special night out, book an outdoor 
table at the Grill Restaurant. For years, the 
restaurant had no electricity, so it lit the area by 
setting candles in the adjacent trees. Sixty years 
of dripped wax has since accumulated, and din-
ers still eat by candlelight.

A true highlight of the property is the gor-
geous Beach Club, which sports chic white 
lounge chairs upholstered with Majorcan 
printed cushions and terra-cotta-tiled floors. 
The beach is just steps from the pool area, and 
guests can lie seaside and still enjoy full waiter 
service. The 5,000-square-meter Kids’ Club 
will please both children and their parents with 
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its cool design, menu of activities and central 
location, exactly where the kids of the Duke of 
Windsor, Audrey Hepburn and Prince Alfonso 
played. It contains a dance studio, music room, 
library, art and pottery studios, aroma work-
shop, kitchen, vegetable garden and outdoor 
hangout and computer/homework rooms. 
Special visits—by a local bird handler, for in-
stance—can be arranged, and kids can decorate 
tiles in the style of Andalusia, learn flamenco 
dancing, do yoga, play beach volleyball, go on a 
treasure hunt and attend evening BBQs.

The property also offers the stunning Villa del 
Mar, a private 5,000-square-meter, six-bedroom 
villa set directly on the beach. It comprises a 
spa, steam room, Jacuzzi, pool and gardens, and 
each bedroom has sea views. Décor combines 
Andalusian and Arabesque styles, and guests 
have full access to all of the hotel’s amenities.

 Avenida-Bulevar del Príncipe Alfonso Von 
Hohenlohe; 34-952-822-211.

Top Dining
Marbella’s old town and its top hotels 
boast excellent dining options, which are 
worth checking out.

Café	Del	Mar

Set�along�a�quiet�coral�beach,�the�chic�Café�Del�

Mar�has�a�relaxing,�barefoot�vibe,�which�belies�

the�excellent�cooking�in�the�kitchen.�For�a�truly�

fantastic�meal,�order�the�homeade�squid�ink�

seafood�pasta.�340�Urbanizacion�Coral�Beach;�

34-952-777-299

Las	Cuchis	Beach	Restaurant	

You�won’t�see�many�tourists�at�this�lunch�spot�on�

the�beach.�Cocktails�are�spectacular,�made�with�

fresh�juices.�Urb�Rio�Verde�Playa;�34-952-773-810

Aurora	Beach

Join�the�savvy�Spaniards�who�lunch�at�the�

perfectly�located�Aurora�Beach�Restaurant.�

Specializing�in�seafood,�this�hidden�gem�boasts�a�

warm,�friendly�staff�and�a�fantastic�manager.�If�

it’s�in�season,�don’t�miss�the�opportunity�to�order�

red�tuna�salad�with�pineapple.�Puerto�Banus;�

34-659-944-173

La	Tienda

One�of�Marbella’s�best�restaurants,�this�charming,�

romantic�eatery�is�tucked�away�in�a�courtyard�in�

the�small�La�Virginia�neighborhood.�1�Urban-

izaction�La�Virginia;�34-952-867-461

Namazake

Located�in�the�Hotel�Puente�Romano,�the�popular�

Namazake�serves�high-concept,�delicious�sushi�in�a�

chic�atmosphere,�and�the�sake�frequently�flows�until�

the�wee�hours�of�the�morning.�Bulevar�del�Príncipe�

Alfonso�von�Hohenlohe;�34-952-820-900

Bibo

A�disciple�of�Spanish�cooking�legend�Feran�

Adria,�Dani�Garcia�is�quietly�building�a�culi-

nary�empire.�His�latest�addition�is�Bibo,�a�casual�

tapas�joint�with�superb�offerings.�Bulevar�del�

Príncipe�Alfonso�von�Hohenlohe;�34-951-607-011c
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Clockwise: Finca Cortesin’s 
lounge, entrance courtyard, guest 
room, indoor pool and suite
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F inca Cortesin feels worlds removed from 
the gilded glitz of Marbella, displaying, 
instead, a highly refined glamour. The 

stunning resort, set on 530 acres of manicured 
lawns and golf courses, is an ideal place to relax 
at the conclusion to an Andalusian itinerary. 
While Marbella is all about parties, cocktails 
and a bejeweled history, Finca Cortesin offers 
serenity scented with orange blossoms.

The sixty-seven-room hotel’s roots in Anda-
lusian traditions are evident in the rambling 
and spacious architecture, which features 
whitewashed walls, red-clay-tiled roofs, tranquil 
Moorish-style courtyards, and antique design 
features, such as the salvaged terra-cotta floor 
tiles. The spacious suites are exceptionally chic, 
and many feature four-poster beds, equestrian-
themed textiles and overstuffed upholstered 
furniture. Each room has either a private garden 
or a terrace with lounge chairs and a dining 
area. Bathrooms are oversized and outfitted in 
cream-colored Italian marble, with extra-large 
showers, separate bathtubs and double vanities.

Finca Cortesin’s expansive gardens are 
thoughtfully laid out, keeping the property 
from feeling overwhelming, despite its size. The 
grounds contain two outdoor swimming pools 
with lounge areas, as well as tennis and paddle 
tennis courts, an eighteen-hole golf course de-
signed by Cabell B. Robsinson and a Jack Nick-
laus golf school for beginners, including kids. 

Although it is one mile inland from the sea, 
the hotel has a beautiful beach club on the 
water, just a five-minute shuttle ride away. With 
teak floors, Balinese-style furniture and an 
infinity pool overlooking the sea, the club is one 
of the best in the region.

The hotel has two restaurants: El Jardín de 
Lutz, which serves classic Spanish cuisine, and 
the ultra-contemporary Japanese Kabuki Raw, 

which, inspired by the traditional theater after 
which it is named, provides entertainment by 
way of its open kitchen, dramatically plated 
dishes and animated chefs. As impressive and 
delicious as the lunch and dinner options are, 
however, breakfasts are the meals guests find 
themselves looking forward to. They start with a 
parade of small-plate dishes, including a basket 
of homemade pastries, small bowls of cheese, 
honey, chocolate, butter and wild berry jam, 
a plate of local ham, cheese from the north of 
Spain and an irresistibly sweet yogurt foam and 
granola mixture. Only after you’ve finished sam-
pling these, it is time to order your meal.

 Who Should Stay: With a relaxed setting 
and plenty of grown-up on-property activ-

ities, Finca Cortesin is a playground for couples 
and families with older children. The property 
is particularly popular with golfers. Families 
with younger children might be happier at the 
Marbella Club Hotel, which offers a sprawling 
kids’ club and direct access to the beach. 
Getting There: Malaga is one hour away; Se-
ville is about a two-hour drive away.  
Carretera de Casares, 34-952-937-800. 
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Finca Cortesin
In the hills above Marbella, set back one kilometer from the coastline, lies a dream 
of a hotel that some consider to be Spain’s best. Elena Bowes investigates.

villa rentals
The nearby Reserve at Finca Cortesin is a residen-
tial resort comprising twenty-five private villas, three 
of which are available for rent. All have stunning sea 
views and were designed by the same architect 
and interior designers as the Finca, with beautiful 
details like travertine marble and ceramics from 
Granada and Seville. The villas are serviced by 
Finca Cortesin, so Reserve guests get the same 
amenities as well as use of all the hotel’s facilities, 
such as the beach club, golf course, spa, gym and 
the multiple dining options. Indagare members can 
also contact our bookings team (212-988-2611; 
bookings@indagare.com) for assistance and advice 
on renting villas in the Marbella area, ranging from 
oceanfront manors to hillside farmhouses.



Left to right: a special 
villa in Deià; the harbor 
in Andratx; the pool at 
PuroBeach; a sitting 
area at Cap Rocat; 
PuroBeach’s set table; La 
Residencia’s courtyard
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Mallorca’s dramatic landscapes and 
rugged coves have drawn international 
celebrities since the early 19th century. 

The island developed a reputation in the 1960s 
as an affordable beach destination, attract-
ing sun-starved German and English budget 
tourists by the planeful. Luckily, in more recent 
times, Mallorca’s government and tourism lead-
ers have decided to shift their focus to luxury 
and agroturismos.

The largest of Spain’s Balearic Islands, Mal-
lorca is 1,405 square miles in area. Its average of 
300 days of sun a year and semitropical climate 
are a major draw for northern Europeans. At 
the same time, the weather and abundant water 
supply make Mallorca’s interior perfect for the 
cultivation of almond trees, olive groves (some 
containing trees that are close to a thousand 
years old), vineyards, fruit farms and vegetable 
fields. The quiet stretch of the northwestern 
coast, with its ancient villages and picturesque 

Top Picks: Mallorca
Whether conquered by Moors or Christians, German 
sun worshippers or royal entourages, the Spanish 
island of Mallorca has always been a chameleon, 
reinventing itself from century to century

coastline, is where many wealthy English and 
Germans have long spent their summers. The 
beautiful, picturesque village of Deià, like a 
bird’s nest of stone cradled by the Tramuntana 
Mountains, has been an insider celebrity hide-
away ever since writer Robert Graves moved 
there in the 1930s and invited famous friends 
such as Alec Guinness, Ava Gardner and Kings-
ley Amis to visit. He died in 1985, and his house 
was turned into a museum.

Artists have flocked to the quaint village of 
Pollença, on the north coast, since the beginning 
of the 20th century. These days you’ll still find 
them here, along with an interesting crowd of 
wealthy bohemian expats and several small gal-
leries and craft ateliers. Cap de Formentor has 
a sprawling coastal resort, which is a favorite 
stopping point for the yachting crowd, and spec-
tacular views.

The highlight of Palma, the island’s capital, in 
the south, is the Old Town, a magical labyrinth 
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of ancient cobbled streets, stone palaces with 
glassed-in terraces and intimate plazas domi-
nated by the city’s vast Gothic cathedral, which 
rises above a picturesque harbor.

Top	New	Hotel:	Castell Son Claret
Being the newest kid on the island confers a 
certain advantage, as demonstrated by Castell 
Son Claret. The property, which opened in 2013, 
examined what worked and what didn’t at older 
properties on Mallorca and adopted the suc-
cessful practices. The thirty-eight-room hotel 
occupies a 19th-century house, and although 
the exterior is traditional Mallorcan in style, 
interiors are sleek and modern, outfitted with 
21st-century amenities.

The grounds, dotted with outbuildings, some 
of which are stand-alone guest rooms and 
suites, are lush, containing pools, courtyards, 
gardens and orchards. The property’s main 
restaurant, Michelin-starred Zaranda, serves 

highly refined dishes composed of local produce.
The hotel is located inland, in the mountain-

ous Calvía region, so there are no sea views, but 
the surrounding Tramuntana range provides 
beautiful vistas. As a result, the hotel feels far 
more like a country than seaside retreat. Activi-
ties include tennis, yoga, cycling, Pilates, vintage 
motorcycle tours and running on a seven-kilo-
meter jogging path. The hotel’s spa is excellent 
and offers outdoor treatments.
Who Should Stay: Families and couples 
looking for an escape will love the property’s 
seclusion, and the luxurious amenities it offers 
in lush outdoor settings. Those looking for an 
oceanfront property should consider Jumeirah 
Port Soller or Cap Rocat. Read Indagare’s full 
review on www.indagare.com.

Top	Romantic	Hotel:	Cap Rocat
The owners built this sexy twenty-two-suite 
retreat into a 16th-century military fortress to 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/mallorca/calvia/hotels/castell-son-claret/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/mallorca/calvia/hotels/castell-son-claret/
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Clockwise: a dish at 
Patron Lunares; the 
entrance to Cap Rocat; 
Castell Son Claret’s pool

the southeast of Palma. Each suite sits within 
one of the ancient shooting pads and has a pri-
vate rooftop terrace, where couples can sip cava 
on daybeds next to antique cannons. Even the 
lounge areas incorporate the fort’s history, with 
glass-topped loading carts serving as cocktail 
tables. The interiors of the rooms are cozy, with 
barreled ceilings, antique Mallorquin beds and 
hand-woven rugs offering a romantic foil to the 
more sleek common areas of the resort.

Most guests split their time between the 
glamorous infinity pool that stretches out 
towards the Mediterranean and their private 
quarters. Although there is not a large sandy 
beach for wading, there are stone steps that 
lead into the sea for a swim in the spectacu-
larly clear water (and kayaking and stand-up 
paddle boarding is available and a popular way 

to get some exercise without changing out of 
your bathing suit). Cap Rocat sits behind such 
massive gates and security procedures that 
you’d think it still holds military secrets, and the 
resort does not allow anyone aside from guests 
in the main areas. But its excellent seaside 
restaurant draws clientele from yachts, and with 
frequency, gorgeous vessels will unload tanned 
and toned passengers, who swim to shore and 
order bottles of the best wine. It provides quite a 
memorable entrance.

 
Who Should Stay: Despite Cap Rocat’s bel-
licose past, the owners have transformed it 
into an ideal romantic escape for couples. The 
slogan here is definitely one of make love, not 
war. An ideal Mallorquin itinerary would be two 
nights at Cap Rocat followed by a few nights at c
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a luxury property inland like Castell Son Claret. 
The hotel does not allow children, and frankly, 
you wouldn’t want yours here anyhow. Read 
Indagare’s full review on www.indagare.com.

Top	Shop	for	Local	Treasures: Gordiola
At Gordiola, you’ll find the island’s best selec-
tion of locally produced glassware. 2 Carrer 
Victoria, Palma; 34-971-71-15-41

Top	Shop	for	Hot	Finds: Rialto Living
Palma’s favorite concept store is a rambling 
group of spaces housed in multiple buildings. 
Beautiful photograph books, home accessories, 
clothing, luggage and furniture sit side-by-side; 
the stock is carefully curated by the owners, 
founders of fashion label Gant. 3c Calle Sant 
Feliu, Palma; 34-971-713-331

Top	Sunbathing	Spot: PuroBeach 
It’s easy to spend the whole day at this glowing 
white-beach club/restaurant/spa, which juts out 
into the bay like a small peninsula. Arrive early 
and reserve a lounge chair, then have a leisurely 
poolside breakfast or a light lunch. The inter-
national mix of dishes includes grilled lobster, 
lamb kefta and moules frites. Before cocktail 
hour, sign up for an open-air massage at the spa.  
1 Carrer de Pagell, Palma; 34-971-744-744

Top	Atmospheric	Meal:	El Olivo
For one of the best meals on Mallorca, head 
to the fine-dining restaurant at La Residencia 
hotel. Located in a 500-year-old olive press, it is 
a sublimely romantic spot in which to savor the 
five-course chef ’s menu, which during a recent 
trip, included an unforgettable foie-gras-stuffed 
pigeon. Many tables are set on the glorious 

terrace. Don’t be surprised if you witness an 
ecstatic wedding proposal. Son Canals, Deià; 
34-971-639-392

Top	Cocktail	Spot: Tast Club
The island’s current hot spot is this bar/restau-
rant/lounge, located in Palma, which boasts 
a seriously stylish design and clientele. Go for 
drinks and stay for dinner, especially the tapas. 
2 Calle Unión, Palma; 34-971-729-878

Top	Spot	for	Casual	Meal: Patron Lunares
In Palma’s Santa Catalina neighborhood, this 
easy-going spot pays homage to the place’s his-
tory with nautical touches and seafood special-
ties. 3c Calle Sant Feliu, Palma; 34-971-713-331

Top	Iconic	Table:	Ca’s Xorc
This restaurant is housed in an old finca bou-
tique hotel located in the hills above the town 
of Sóller. The dining room is where the olive 
press originally sat, so the space is airy, with 
high, vaulted ceilings, and the tables are well 
spaced. The extensive wine list is excellent, and 
dishes are refined and delicious. Favorite dishes 
include scallops with prawns and mushrooms 
and herb-crusted Tramuntana lamb. Carretera 
de Deià, km 56.1; 34-971-638-280

Top	Day	Trip:	Fornalutx
Some call Fornalutx the prettiest village on 
Mallorca. The town’s cobbled streets and quaint 
stone houses are idyllic, and the surrounding 
areas afford excellent hikes.

Read Indagare’s full Mallorca destination report, including 
more suggestions on where to stay, dine, shop and what 
to see and do on www.indagare.com

indagare access: Top villa rentals
A secluded farmhouse-style house tucked into the hills just outside the charming artist community of Deía on Mal-
lorca; a beachfront mansion in Marbella made of white marble and boasting a state-of-the-art media room and 
full staff; a medieval castle in the Andalusian countryside, complete with turrets and dungeons; a stately palace 
centered around a courtyard in the Old Town section of Seville. These are just a few of the villa rental options 
Indagare can help source for short- or long-term stays, private meals and special events. Members can contact 
our bookings department for more information and to look into booking a villa in Spain. 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/mallorca/off-the-beaten-path-mallorca/hotels/cap-rocat/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/mallorca/off-the-beaten-path-mallorca/hotels/cap-rocat/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/mallorca/


48

Whether due to the island’s magnetic 
pull, its astonishing sunsets or red-
clay earth, Ibiza has long had an 

image as an agricultural paradise that attracts 
artists, writers, actors, aristocrats and free 
spirits. More recently, along with an influx of 
supermodels, European royalty and film stars, 
came musicians and DJs, who in turn brought 
to the island an all-night-party scene and with it 
the young club crowd. In summer it’s known as 
the ultimate rave.

But Ibiza has still another side, which lies just 
beyond the giant concrete blocks of the discos 
and the garish billboards near Sant Antoni and 
past the fortified walls of Ibiza town (Eivissa). 
Inland you’ll find tranquil rural landscapes: 
lush valleys with groves of olive, lemon, fig and 
almond trees and sun-wizened farmers on their 
tractors. On the wild, craggy northern shore, 
you can explore dozens of small deserted coves 
of translucent blue and emerald waters, either 
by boat or by hiking down the rocky slopes. 
You’ll also want to visit the timeless, quiet 
country villages in the island’s hilly northern 
region and drop in at a roadside café for some 
local barbecue. With any luck, you may even 
catch one of the village festivals, where ancient 
flamenco-like fertility dances are still performed 
in honor of the pagan Carthaginian goddess of 
fertility, Tanit, who was Ibiza’s first protector.

Lay of the Land
Ibiza is only 28 miles long and 15 miles wide, 
which means that you can drive from one corner 
to the other in less than an hour—except, of 
course, during July and particularly August, 
when the tourist traffic is at its peak. The 

destination report: ibiza

ibiza Cheat Sheet
There’s something mysterious and 
irresistible about the small Balearic 
Island of Ibiza. Here, Indagare Travel 
specialists round up their favorite 
aspects of the destination and provide 
recommendations for a summer visit.
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courtesy AtzAró; hotel es cucons; PAssIon cAfé; IBz code

Clockwise, from left: Hotel Es 
Cucons’s sitting area; Passion 
Café; a room at Hotel Es 
Cucons;  the pool at Atzaró; 
IBZ Code wares
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island’s contrasts are compelling, especially its 
wealth of dramatic landscapes: from hilly interi-
ors and lush farm valleys lined with lush foliage 
to a white ribbon of coastline with fine sandy 
beaches and deserted rocky inlets. Should you 
decide to stay in one of the gorgeous rural hotels 
in Ibiza’s center, the beaches will never be more 
than a fifteen-to-thirty-minute car ride away. It 
is highly recommended to rent a car.
East of the airport on the island’s southeast-
ern shore lies Ibiza town (in Catalan, Eivissa), 
perched on a hilltop and surrounded by white 
stone ramparts. This is the main town, a lively 
place known for its medieval Dalt Vila (High 
Town), a labyrinth of steep, narrow cobble-
stone streets and pretty squares packed with 
fashion boutiques, gift shops, art galleries, bars 
and cafés. On the northwestern coast is Sant 
Antoni, the mythic hot spot for young clubbers 
and backpackers and the heart of the rowdy 
scene, but there’s no need to ever venture to that 
corner of the island. Santa Eulària, a family-
oriented, relaxed town on the eastern coast, is 
increasingly fashionable. The celeb crowd, like 
Jade Jagger and friends, own or rent villas in the 
wild northeastern section, in the Sierra Grossa 

near the village of Sant Joan de Labritja. On the 
southern shore are the lush hills around Sant 
Josép and the pine-shaded beach of Cala Jondal, 
also among regulars’ haunts.

CHeaT SHeeT

SLEEP... at Atzaró, the island’s most upscale 
family-run finca, a 300-year-old estate sur-
rounded by orange groves (Read Indagare’s 
review on www.indagare.com) or the rustic and 
laid-back country house hotel Hotel Es Cucons. 
Read the Indagare review on indagare.com.

EXPERIENCE... El Lio, Ibiza’s nighttime hot 
spot that offers a slick and stylish dinner and 
cabaret. Paseo Juan Carlos I; 34-971-310-022

SPLURGE... on a night in the Grand Suite 
at Mirador, an elegant townhouse hotel in 
the middle of Dalt Vila, Ibiza’s old town. Read 
Indagare’s review on www.indagare.com.

EAT... lunch at El Chiringuito (Playa Es Ca-
vallet; 34-971-395-485), which offers a welcome 
reprieve from Spanish cuisine. (The menu here c

o
u

r
te

s
y

 IB
Iz

A
 t

o
u

r
Is

M
 B

o
A

r
d

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/ibiza/north-ibiza/hotels/atzaro/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/ibiza/north-ibiza/hotels/atzaro/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/ibiza/north-ibiza/hotels/hotel-es-cucons/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/ibiza/old-town-and-marina/hotels/hotel-mirador-de-dalt-vila/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/spain/ibiza/old-town-and-marina/hotels/hotel-mirador-de-dalt-vila/
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specializes in French food with Asian influenc-
es) or the seriously healthy Passion Café, where 
the specialty is cold pressed juices. Avenida 
Playa d’en Bossa; 34-971-305-150

DRINK... late-night cocktails at KM5, a hidden 
lounge where insiders escape the island raves. 
Carretera San José km5.6; 34-971-396-349

SAVOR... the scene, sun and beach at Es Tor-
rent, Ibiza’s best fish restaurant where freshness 
is taken so seriously, guests order their main 
course when they make their reservations. Car-
retera Sant Josep Es Cubells; 34-971-802-160

VISIT... the sleepy island Formentera and 
spend the day at Gecko Beach Club (Playa 
Migjom, Ca Mari; 34-971-328-024) and order 
the delicious paella at Juan y Andrea. Playa 
Illetas; 34-971-187-130

SEE... the island’s not-to-be-missed natural 
parks, including Santa Agnes de Corona, home 
to shimmering salt flats.  

SHOP... for beachy attire at Las Dalias, the 
weekend hippy market (Carretera de Santa 
Carlos km12; 34-971-326-825) and source funky 
gold jewelry from Natasha Collis Shop (Can 
Josepet Carrer de Missa 5; 34-971-334-654) and 
IBZ Code. Calle de la Cruz 21; 34-971-310-305 

KNOW...
That as an Indagare member you can contact 
our Bookings Team for customized recom-
mendations, more suggestions on where to stay, 
expert guides, special access and itineraries.

Read more about Ibiza, including more tips on where to 
stay, dine and shop at www.indagare.com and contact 
our bookings team for assistance planning a trip.

insider access
For those who have an “in,” Spanish culture 
can be incredibly welcoming. Indagare 
members can contact our Bookings Team for 
help customizing a trip to Spain, which could 
include these highlights. 

~�Specialized�tours�of�favorite�tapas bars�led�by�

a�local�foodie�and,�of�course�including�samples�

of�delicious�regional�specialties.

~�Visits�to�local�wine and sherry vineyards,�

including�to�a�160-year-old�family-run�

brandy�producer.

~�Exploration�of�the�region’s�equestrian pur-

suits,�including�access�to�a�private�jumping�

class�at�one�of�Spain’s�most�elite�country�clubs.

~�Arranging�of�private cooking classes�and�

flamenco lessons,�two�fundamental–and�very�

fun–aspects�of�Spanish�life.

~�Access to private homes, magnificent castles�

and stately palaces.�Romantics�and�history�

buffs�of�all�ages�will�be�in�heaven.

~�Private�tours�of�historic cities and sights�

including�the�Alhambra�(above)�in�Granada,�

Seville,�Ronda�and�Córdoba’s�Mezquita.c
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What to Pack: 
Spanish Summer
Just in time for summer, Indagare has created 
a partnership with online retailer Shop 
L-Atitude to offer some of our favorite finds. 
Go to www.shoplatitude.com to purchase 
these items and many more treasures.

souk: summer style

Parme Marin 
Necklace
Mixing modern and 
tribal sensibilities, 
this artful design 
will add style to any 
outfit. $310

Octopus Charm
This Octopus Charm is 
just one of Indagare’s 
many timeless finds. String 
yours on a leather cord for 
a boho-luxe look. $885

Camel Stationery Set
Camels are known in many cultures 
as a symbol of journeying. $38

Three Leaf Necklace
An exotic addition for 
your jewelry box, this 
Three Leaf Necklace is 
a must-have statement 
piece for summer. $145

Tassel Pouch
This pouch, woven by Mo-
roccan artisans using tradi-
tional techniques, makes a 
bold statement. $150

Lebanese Caftan
This cotton caftan is light 
and elegant—perfect 
over a bathing suit, 
paired with white pants 
or as a dress. $320

Delicate Cuff Bracelet
This simple, elegant piece is a 
downtown girl’s approach to 
treasure-forever jewelry. $1,500
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“The air soft as that of Seville in april, 
and so fragrant that it was delicious to 
breathe it.” ~Christopher Columbus
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