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My recent visit to Bhutan was the 
fifteenth Indagare member trip that 
I have hosted, and as in all of these 

journeys, the discoveries we made went beyond 
the country we explored. Each day seemed to 
hold a broader lesson about the magic of travel. 
When we landed in Paro, the rain was falling 
heavily. “This is very auspicious,” our guide 
claimed. Maybe, I thought, but trekking in mud 
would be grim. The next morning the sun came 
up, and each day the weather improved, with 
increasing hours of sun. I came to appreciate 
how the country’s splendor was slowly revealed, 
a process that made it all the more beautiful. I 
was reminded that one of the best parts of travel 
is surrendering to what you cannot control. 

During the trip, we were able to connect with 
many Bhutanese people who shared their opin-
ions and traditions. We dined with a member 
of parliament, met with a twelfth-generation 
healer who merges modern medicine with 
ancient practices, witnessed a fertility ceremony 
for a woman who had lost a baby in childbirth 
and attended monks’ morning prayers in a 15th-
century monastery. Although these encounters 
resonated differently with each of us, we all 
came away richer for having experienced them.

A week of expanding our understanding of 

Bhutan and Buddhism, as well as hikes through 
rice paddies, pine forests and to stupas, had as 
its finale a trek to Tiger’s Nest. Two hours of 
uphill hiking led us to the lookout, where we 
came eye level with the cliff-hugging monastery. 
Prayer flags fluttered above us, and some of 
us were moved to tears. I don’t know whether 
the emotion was inspired by the place’s natural 
beauty, by the miracle of this monument to be-
lief or by our awareness of how lucky we were to 
have reached the summit, to have such beautiful 
weather, to be in such nurturing company. 

Cameras are now forbidden at Tiger’s Nest. 
Our guide explained that travelers used to be 
able to photograph the monastery’s exteriors 
and views, but too often they did not respect 
the request not to shoot within the holy rooms. 
It serves as a reminder that how we travel—re-
sponsibly and respectfully or irresponsibly and 
selfishly—has an impact. It also meant that 
for an hour we were not distracted by trying 
to capture the scene. Instead we immersed 
ourselves in the experience and formed indelible 
memories. 

on my mind

A Community of Travelers
Melissa in Bhutan
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About	Indagare	
Indagare comes from the 
Latin word that means to 

seek, scout, discover. Indagare 
Travel is a high-end travel company 
with robust online editorial content 
and a boutique in-house travel 
agency. We travel, we write, and we 
plan memorable journeys for our 
members. To learn about our travel 
community, visit www.indagare.com 
or call 212-988-2611. Annual  
membership rates begin at $325.

	Bookings
At Indagare you can 
research ideas for a trip on 

our site and consult with a specialist 
on the phone or by email to create, 
refine or expand your itinerary. Our 
Bookings Team can help you with 
something as simple as a hotel room 
or as complex as creating a multi-
stop itinerary. We also have special 
rates and amenities at hundreds of 
properties. Email bookings@ 
indagare.com or call 212-988-2611.

	Insider	Trips
Insider Trips are special 
journeys designed exclu-

sively for Indagare members. With 
their insider access, mapped-out 
itineraries and exciting immersion in 
far-flung destinations, the trips offer 
members a rich and rewarding way 
to explore the world. Upcoming des-
tinations include Bhutan, Cuba and 
Myanmar. For more information,  
call 646-963-2242 or email  
info@indagare.com.
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 Indagare Plus Members who book through Indagare receive preferential rates and/or 
special amenities at the properties with the Indagare Plus symbol.
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active/adventure

Escape to  
the Dolomites
an outdoorsman’s paradise, the 
Italian dolomites offer glorious 
landscapes and charming, 
authentic hotels and restaurants. 
Indagare’s Alex Erdman 
canvasses the region.

The glorious Italian 
Dolomites, a two-hour-
drive from Venice, are 

an incredible mountain range 
offering outstanding hik-
ing and climbing during the 
summer and one of the world’s 
largest ski areas, the Dolomiti 
Superski, in the winter. 

Located in the northeastern 
part of Italy, the Dolomites have 
long been a destination for ac-
tive vacationers. The gorgeous 
limestone mountains create an 
imposing yet elegant landscape. 
They are mostly composed of a 
carbonate rock called dolomite, 
which is responsible for their 
dramatic peaks and vertical 
walls. It is also the reason for 
its pink glow, known as the 
Enrosadira phenomenon, that 
illuminates the rocks at sunset 
and is part of the unique beauty 

of the Dolomites.
Many would argue that 

the crown jewel of the Dolo-
mites is the town of Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, a small commune 
nestled in an alpine valley 
encircled by the mountains. The 
town is studded with luxury 
hotels and high-end boutiques, 
making it a glamorous tourist 
destination. A short forty-min-
ute drive away are the smaller 
but increasingly popular towns 
of San Cassiano and Badia, 
part of the Alta Badia region. 
This area contains the munici-
palities of Corvara, Badia and 
La Val as well as the Dolomiti 
Superski area, which comprises 
745 continuous miles of skiable 
terrain connecting more than 
1,000 slopes. It also boasts some 
of the region’s best accommoda-
tions, such as Rosa Alpina. 

The tangled history of these 
valleys (the Dolomites include 
parts of the South Tyrol, Alto 
Adige and Veneto provinces) 
can still be heard in the mix of 
languages spoken here, includ-
ing Ladino (a dialect based on 
Latin), German and Italian. 
Most importantly though, the 
mix of various cultures can 
also be tasted in the region’s 
delicious food and wine. In 
fact, there are many prime 
(and Michelin-starred) restau-
rants not to be missed.

Stay

 San Cassiano:  
Rosa Alpina

There are certain hotels that 
are defined by their loca-
tion, and there are certain 
destinations that are defined 
by the properties that call 
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them home. Rosa Alpina is 
one of the finest examples of 
the latter. It has been run by 
the Pizzinini family since the 
1940s, and every detail, from 
the room design to the spa, 
is the brainchild of a family 
member. Highlights include 
rooms with fireplaces and 
hammams; Chalet Zeno, the 
hotel’s new three-bedroom 
residence; and in-house alpine 
expert Diego Zanesco, also 
known as Spiderman. The 
pièce de résistance is its two-
Michelin-starred restaurant, 
St. Hubertus, which put the 
Alta Badia region on the 
culinary map worldwide. Read 
Indagare’s review.

 Cortina d’Ampezzo: 
Cristallo

Those who cannot live without 
such amenities as a large in-
door pool, spa treatments and 
twenty-four-hour room service 
should book into the recently 
restored Cristallo, Cortina’s 
only true five-star property, 
which has splendid views of 
the mountains. With their 
hand-painted ceilings and 
tasteful décor, the 73 rooms 
exude an elegance reminiscent 
of the early 1900s, when the 
hotel opened. Modern updates 
include large marble bath-
rooms, high-speed Internet 
and Jacuzzi whirlpools. Read 
Indagare’s review.

EAT
The Dolomite region has one 
of the highest concentrations 
of Michelin-starred restau-
rants in Italy. 

Big Night Out: St. Hubertus
If you have time for only one 
fabulous meal in the Dolo-
mites, you should have it here. 
Located in an Alpine-inspired 
dining room, St. Hubertus is 
the area’s first two-Michelin-
starred restaurant. For a 
romantic evening, request 
the intimate table next to the 
fireplace. 20 Strada Micurà 
De Ru, San Cassiano; 39-04-
7184-9500

Relaxed but Refined: Tivoli
Unlike most restaurants in the 
area, the one-Michelin-starred 
Tivoli serves cuisine typical of 
the Veneto area. Here, guests 
can enjoy slightly lighter fare 
accompanied by a wide variety 

of wines and relax in the res-
taurant’s small but welcoming 
dining room. 34 Via Lacedel, 
Cortina; 39-0436-866400

Local: Batia Pie Tofana
Just ten minutes from Cortina, 
this restaurant feels like part of 
a small mountain village and 
serves such local specialties as 
vegetable flan, toc in briade 
(polenta with cheese) and 
barley salad. Localita Rumerlo, 
Cortina; 39-04-36-4258

Hot Spot: Moritzino
For those interested in heading 
to “the” après-ski place, Mori-
tzino is it (think Aspen’s Cloud 
9). In existence for more than 
50 years, this restaurant and 
wine bar is a top spot for food 
and wine lovers. 154 Piz La 
Villa, Badia; 39-04-7184-7403

Great Views: Prè de Costa
Housed in a 1950s barn, Prè 

Rosa Alpina in 
San Cassiano

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/italy/dolomites/san-cassiano/hotels/rosa-alpina/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/italy/dolomites/san-cassiano/hotels/rosa-alpina/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/italy/dolomites/cortina-dampezzo/hotels/cristallo/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/italy/dolomites/cortina-dampezzo/hotels/cristallo/
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de Costa is surrounded by the 
Armetarola forests. Popular 
with hikers, the restaurant 
can be reached by a moderate 
one-kilometer hiking path and 
offers beautiful views of the 
valley. It serves typical Ladino 
dishes. 12 Prè de Vì, San Cas-
siano; 39-04-7184-9522

See & Do
During the summertime, the 
Dolomites draw hikers and 
climbers who head into the 
wild peaks, including the 
well-known Sella group. In the 
winter months, most visitors 
head for the ski slopes. 

In Summer: Hiking
The Dolomite region offers 
miles of some of the most 
scenic hiking trails in Europe. 
You can hike on your own or 

with a guide, making stops 
along the way. Some fun activi-
ties include fossil hunting and 
having lunch at a local rifugio 
(a mountain hut). 

In Summer: Biking
There are great trails, both 
wide and narrow, located 
throughout the region for 
those interested in road and 
mountain biking. Indagare’s 
suggestion is to pack a picnic 
and bike from village to village 
with a guide.

Via Ferrata Climbing
A via ferrata, meaning “iron 
path,” is a path equipped with 
cables, chains, rungs and fixed 
anchor points to help climbers 
reach the summit. 

In Winter: Skiing
Cortina may be the most 
well-known skiing destination 
in the Dolomites but the best 
slopes are located a 45-minute 
drive over the pass in the Alta 
Badia region. While Cortina 
has only five individual resorts, 
none of which connect, Alta 
Badia has more than 745 miles 
of continuous skiable terrain, 
the largest in the world. The 
Dolomiti Superski area, as it is 
known, boasts more than one 
thousand slopes, including Val 
di Fassa, Val Badia, Val Gar-
dena, Arabba, Civetta, Marmo-
lada, Pale di San Martino and 
Dolomiti di Sesto. You could 
spend weeks skiing a different 
slope each day. There are also 
fabulous cross-country paths, 
as well as snowshoeing treks.

Read more at www.indagare.com

Tables with a View
Rifugios, Dolomiti mountain huts, seem lifted straight out of the pages 
of a fairy tale and range from simple to extravagant. All, however, share 
a dedication to great local cuisine and a convivial ambiance. During the 
summer, you can hike between the rifugi, while in the winter, a midday 
ski break to enjoy homemade pasta and a glass of local wine is divine. 
In good weather, a helicopter excursion to a cliffside restaurant is one of 
the most memorable ways to enjoy the scenic landscape and regional 
cuisine. Read more about rifugios on www.indagare.com.

Rifugio Bioch: Serving traditional Ladin, Tyrolean and Mediterranean 
dishes on a sunny outdoor terrace, this classic is located by the chairlift 
that shares its name. 39-04-3384-833-994 

Rifugio Col Alt: In the winter, guests can get here via snowcat for 
candlelit dinners and festive evenings, complete with music and a wide 
selection of wines. 39-04-7183-6324

Rifugio Scotoni: A great option near San Cassiano, this rifugio has a 
lovely terrace in the summer. 39-04-7184-7330

Tivoli
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Souk Spotlight: Parme Marin
Some designers are as multifaceted as their unique creations. Parme Marin, whose 
eponymous jewelry line is sold at the Indagare Souk, falls into this category. 

Born in Paris and with roots in New York, 
Madrid and Marrakech, jeweler Parme 
Marine is emblematic of how travel and 

design often go hand in hand. The worldly, red-
headed beauty turns out one-of-a-kind pieces—
like the Berbère necklace, which employs 
Moroccan coins to give it a shimmer—that are 
as inspired by her travels as she is herself. Here 
Parme, whose work Indagare founder Melissa 
Biggs Bradley discovered while traveling in 
Morocco, shares some insight into her design 
philosophy and tells us more about her jewelry.

What inspirations have you picked up from 
living and traveling around the world?
Traveling is the most inspiring thing one can do. 
In the process of discovering new places, you 
also discover so much about yourself. Paris, with 
its effortless elegance, taught me the classical 
side of fashion, while New York’s urban land-
scape inspired my use of leathers 
and an androgynous style. After 
living in Madrid, I incorporated 
lush, rich colors and materials 
like velvet. Marrakech was almost 
overwhelming in its inspirations, 
thanks to the excitement of the 
local artisans. I encountered new 
shapes and began to work with raw 
materials like wood and bone.

What Parisian insider spots do you recom-
mend for frequent visitors? 
•  Marché aux Puces de Saint-Ouen is a big flea 

market with one-of-a-kind pieces. Although 
it can be a bit expensive, it should be experi-
enced, whether or not you buy anything. My 
father and I would go when I was a kid and 
browse beautiful furniture from as far back as 
the 1930s, as well as vintage jewelry.

•  Café de la Croix Rouge (34 Rue de St-Ger-
main) is a very Parisian place that serves great 
tartines on Poilâne bread. The little terrace is 
lovely in all months.

•  107Rivoli (107 Rue de Rivoli; 33-1-42-60-64-
94), the shop in Les Arts Décoratifs, is great 
for finding really original pieces, from jewelry 
to tableware.

What are some of the most inspiring places 
you’ve visited during your world travels?

The northern Brazilian village of 
Jericoacoara is possibly the most 
beautiful and inspiring place I have 
ever been. As a designer, I love 
Copenhagen. The Danish aesthetic 
is simple yet strong. 

Read more interviews with worldly style 
icons at www.indagare.com and shop 
Parme’s necklaces on Indagare’s Shop-
Latitude page: www.shoplatitude.com.

In Marrakech

the Trio necklace 
(leather, wood and 

glass beads)
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Hong Kong Eats
In a city with seemingly endless dining choices, these 
restaurants and bars, many of them newcomers, 
should be on everyone’s list.

In recent years the old-world neighborhood 
of Sheung Wan, near Central’s gleaming 
skyscrapers, has undergone a massive trans-

formation with the opening of instantly trendy 
restaurants, cafés and bars—think of it as Hong 
Kong’s version of Williamsburg. Not to be left 
behind, Central and the futuristic Wan Chai 
have also enjoyed a dining boom, powered by 
a new generation of foodie expats and visitors. 
Here are some not to miss on your next trip.

Central
China Tang 
Located in the Mandarin Landmark, China 
Tang is the newest project of Sir David Tang, 
owner of the ever-popular China Club. The res-
taurant focuses on traditional fare from Beijing, 

Sichuan and Canton and is decorated in a cozy 
mix of English and Eastern décor. The Land-
mark Atrium, 15 Queen’s Rd.; 852-2522-2148

Little Bao
Known for its Chinese burgers (baos), this spot 
started as a food truck before moving into a 
diner-style storefront. The eatery serves innova-
tive comfort food with flair. 66 Staunton St.; 
852-2194-0202

Zuma
For some of the best sushi in Hong Kong, food-
ies head to Zuma, a hip eatery with a long but 
excellent menu. Stick with simple dishes like the 
uni on toast and Wagyu Beef sushi. The Land-
mark Atrium 15 Queen’s Rd.; 852-3657-6388

Clockwise from top: 
Zuma; Little Bao; 
Lung King Heen
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Lung King Heen
The three-Michelin-starred Cantonese restau-
rant in the Four Seasons is surprisingly unstuffy. 
It is best known for its lunchtime Dim Sum and 
Peking Duck. 8 Finance St. 852-3196 8880

SHEUNG WAN
Bibo 
Part gallery, part restaurant, Bibo fuses fine 
French cuisine with an art-centric dining ex-
perience. Such famous contemporary artists as 
Banksy, Blek Le Rat and KAWS have contrib-
uted to the décor. Bibo is the perfect stop for 
lunch while cruising Hollywood Road for art. 
163 Hollywood Rd.; 852-2956-3188

Ronin 
Ronin has a nondescript façade but the food 
is anything but simple. The creation of one of 
Zuma’s ex-chefs, Ronin serves creative Japanese 
dishes that change daily in a 26-seat dining 
room. 8 On Wo Ln.; 852-2547-5263

Tabibito
The latest in a wave of fusion tapas joints, 
Tabibito stands out for its excellent French- 
and Japanese-inflected dishes and innovative 
cocktails. A highlight is the grilled cheese, where 
mozzarella is sandwiched between slabs of cut 
corn, fried and sprinkled with green-tea salt. 20 
Po Hing Fong; 852-2547-2833

The Woods
This swank new subterranean bar is Hong 
Kong’s hottest destination for craft cocktails. 
At the eight-seat, reservation-only bar, food is 
paired with the cocktail you order, not the other 
way around. 17 Hollywood Rd.; 852-2522-0281

Yardbird 
Ronin’s sister restaurant, Yardbird specializes 

in Japanese chicken yakitori. The restaurant 
focuses on nose-to-tail (or rather beak-to-tail) 
dining so expect some adventurous eats. 33–35 
Bridges St.; 852-2547-9273
 
WAN CHAI
Kin’s Kitchen 
Specializing in highbrow Cantonese cuisine, 
Kin’s Kitchen is owned by Lau Kin, founder of 
Hong Kong’s private kitchen movement. The 
restaurant emphasizes local ingredients and 
turns classic Cantonese dishes on their heads 
with inventive combinations. 5/F W Square, 
314–324 Hennessy Rd.; 852-2571-0913

Seventh Son 
Founded by the seventh son of Fook Lam 
Moon’s founder, this aptly named restaurant is a 
relaxed and modern spot to enjoy some of Hong 
Kong’s best traditional Cantonese cuisine. 6 
Tonnochy Rd.; 852-2892-2888

Youka
Youka is an intimate Japanese spot with a 
wonderful selection of simple, fresh dishes. 
The sleek, contemporary restaurant is a perfect 
lunch stop while roaming the Wan Chai district. 
Shop 1D, 35-45 Johnston Rd.; 852-283-35188

Read more about Hong Kong at www.indagare.com

Ronin
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Portugal Beyond Lisbon
Portugal is far more than its capital city (which, don’t get us wrong, is fabulous). 
Indagare author Chadner Navarro lays out the highlights throughout the country.

Geographically, Portugal is tiny: you can 
drive from Porto, the largest city in the 
north, to the Algarve in the south in 

under five hours. But every region of this coun-
try on the Atlantic is different, possibly because 
so many rivers cut through and separate them. 

Porto & Douro Valley
Built on the hills along the Douro River in the 
north, Porto looks very similar to Lisbon but 
has an atmosphere entirely its own. This part 
of the country used to rely on a manufacturing 
industry that is almost completely gone. Recent 
international interest and local creatives have 
revived some factories, giving Porto an energetic 
design scene you won’t find anywhere else.

 Stay: The Yeatman Hotel
This classic luxury hotel, where every room 

affords fantastic views of Porto, is a love letter to 
Portugal’s rich wine-making heritage. The prop-

erty is popular with wine lovers who don’t mind 
the property’s off-the-beaten-path location. The 
Yeatman isn’t in the middle of Porto—it’s in a 
different city, Vila Nova de Gaia—but the Douro 
River, which separates the two, is ten minutes 
away. Read Indagare’s review.

Sights: Mercado Bom Sucesso
Built in the late 1940s, the Mercado Bom Suces-
so was recently renovated and now includes 
a hotel and gourmet restaurant in addition to 
the produce market, the whole exuding a cool 
ambience and modern feel. 132 Praça do Bom 
Sucesso; 351-22-605-6610

Sights: Casa da Música
Designed by legendary Dutch architect Rem 
Koolhaas, the two concert halls that comprise 
Casa da Musica hosts three orchestras. The 
musical experiments that take place here befit 
the avant-garde design of the building: a past 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/porto/hotels/yeatman-hotel/
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performance involved the conductor’s and musi-
cians’ gestures being translated into music by 
lasers. Avenida da Boavista; 351-22-012-0220

Sights: Serralves Museum
Serravles Foundation includes a contemporary-
art museum, an Art Deco villa and a park. The 
grounds hold works by noteworthy contempo-
rary artists and play host to the Serralves Festa, 
a circus of art, dance and music. 210 Rua Dom 
João de Castro; 351-22-615-6584

Cascais/Sintra
Just outside Lisbon, the picturesque towns of 
Sintra and Cascais are worth an overnight trip. 
Sintra is a fairy tale city, where the royal family 
once lived, and Cascais is a chic beach town 
favored by sophisticated Lisbon residents. 

 Stay: Penha Longa Resort
Hidden away in Sintra-Cascais National 

Park, this property, previously home to some 
of the country’s royals, is a pampering retreat 
for golfers, spa mavens and families alike. Read 
Indagare’s review.

Sights: Anjos Teixeira Museum
Named for the father-and-son sculptor duo Ar-
tur Gaspar and Pedro Augusto dos Anjos Teix-
eira, this small museum is housed in a former 
watermill on the outskirts of Sintra. Azinhaga 
da Sardinha; 351-21-923-8827

Sights: Palacio Nacional de Sintra
Built in the 10th century, this remarkably pre-
served palace, decorated with multicolored Is-
lamic tiles, was a favorite of Portuguese royalty 
and was restored in the 1940s. Largo Rainha 
Dona Amélia; 351-21-910-6840

Sights: Quinta da Regalaira
Theatrical, Gothic and eerie, the Quinta da Re-
galaira estate is the brainchild of former owner 
Antoio Augusto Carvalho Monteiro. Designed to 
be a “bewildering” place where Monteiro could 

Lisbon Favorites
Built on seven hills, Lisbon has many faces: the 
Bairro Alto, a party-heavy neighborhood where 
evening revelers spill out of bars and onto the 
cobblestone streets, provides a stark contrast to 
the hilly Alfama district, filled with bars playing 
fado, the melancholy Portuguese music. Lisbon’s 
topography can make it a taxing city to traverse 
on foot, so having a car handy is helpful, especially 
because sights are spread across the city. Stay in 
the classically luxurious Four Seasons Hotel Ritz 
Lisbon (read Indagare’s hotel review); the trendy 
Memmo Alfama (read Indagare’s hotel review), 
located in a historic neighborhood; or the modern, 
tucked-away Altis Belem Hotel & Spa (read 
Indagare’s review). Indagare members can contact 
our Bookings Team for assistance in choosing 
hotels and planning an itinerary for all of Portugal or 
just in Lisbon.

Lisbon’s Orient Station (left) and the 
Algarve’s landscape (above) 
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http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/sintracascais/hotels/penha-longa-resort/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/sintracascais/hotels/penha-longa-resort/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/lisbon/hotels/four-seasons-hotel-ritz-lisbon/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/lisbon/hotels/memmo-alfama/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/lisbon/hotels/altis-belem-hotel-spa/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/lisbon/hotels/altis-belem-hotel-spa/
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house works reflecting his interests, the palace 
hides alchemic, Masonic and Illuminati symbols 
within its façade. Today the Portuguese govern-
ment operates the estate as a public property 
and has opened much of the mansion for view-
ing. The palace is surrounded by 10 acres of 
dense forest, an attraction in itself, containing 
an extensive and enigmatic system of tunnels, as 
well as several Initiation Wells, which were used 
for occult rituals. 351-21-910-6656

Algarve
The southern Algarve region is one of the Conti-
nent’s most-talked-about vacation destinations. 
Travelers from the northern European countries 
(Germany and the U.K. chief among them) have 
long taken advantage of the inexpensive beaches 
and grand resorts. Although the massive, we-
can-do-it-all properties are the most popular, 
there are plenty of small-scale seaside venues. 

Stay: Fazenda Nova
With ten rooms and exceptional, personalized 
service, the fashionable Fazenda Nova is a gor-
geous country house tucked away in eastern Al-
garve. Close to charming coastal towns and the 
beach, it boasts a setting surrounded by acres 
of almond and olive orchards. Read Indagare’s 
hotel review.

Stay: Martinhal Beach Resort & Hotel
This sophisticated family-friendly beach resort 
in Sagres (on the southwestern tip of Portugal), 
caters to the needs of everyone in the family. 
The 37 rooms with views of the water are beau-
tifully decorated in a cozy, eccentric style with 
patterned wool throws, teak floors and rattan 
floor lamps. Families shouldn’t miss the “vil-
lage square,” the social heart of the compound 
and kid-friendly venues. Read Indagare’s hotel 
review.

Stay: Vila Joya
On a coast teeming with big hitters, this gor-
geous, secret little hotel is a lovely alternative 
in which to hole up, escape the children and eat 
outstanding two-Michelin-starred food that’s 
not in the least bit fussy. Mature, sophisticated 
travelers will most appreciate the charming and 
intimate atmosphere. Read Indagare’s hotel 
review.

 Stay: Vila Vita Parc
This 180-room cliff-side resort is an all-

encompassing retreat that is at once lush and 
family friendly. Anyone looking for a luxury 
escape will enjoy the no-holds-barred approach 
to hospitality, while families will love all the 
targeted amenities, including a highly popular 
and well-equipped kids club. Read Indagare’s 
hotel review.

Activities: Golf
Known as one of the best golf destinations in 
Europe, the Algarve boasts a handful of elite 
courses. The Henry Cotton–designed cham-

itinerary

Lisbon’s Four Seasons; typical colorful tiles on 
a Lisbon building’s facade

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/fazenda-nova/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/fazenda-nova/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/martinhal-beach-resort-hotel/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/martinhal-beach-resort-hotel/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/vila-joya/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/vila-joya/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/vila-vita-parc/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/portugal/portugal-portugal/algarve/hotels/vila-vita-parc/
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pionship course at Penina was the region’s 
first premier golf course and remains one of 
the finest. Away from the hustle and bustle of 
Faro, the Jack Nicklaus–designed Monte Rei in 
Seismerias is ranked among the top 100 courses 
in the world and is considered one of the tough-
est in Europe. Indagare members can contact 
the Bookings Team for assistance in planning a 
round of golf or an entire golfing itinerary.

Activities: Surfing
With more than 600 miles of coastline, Portugal 
is quickly establishing itself as a surfing hot 
spot. Waves are best in the spring, autumn and 
winter, when they can reach well over 15 feet in 

height. Within a 20-mile radius of Lisbon are 
several great options, but the country’s surf hub 
is Nazare, on the western coast. Indagare mem-
bers can contact the Bookings Team to help 
organize a surfing adventure suitable to their 
experience level, from beginner to advanced. 

Sights: Olhao Fish Market
The Algarve’s busiest fishing port, Olhao has a 
noisy, vibrant market at its center, where the 
purveyors proudly display fish and shellfish at 
their stalls and will clean and gut your pur-
chases for you as you wait. Visit in mid-August, 
when the entire town gathers for the annual 
Shellfish Festival. 

Portuguese Cuisine
Portugal is a nation that takes food seriously. Locals love to dine out, and there are multitudes of fantastic 
restaurants to choose from, ranging from highbrow gastronomic institutions to family-run, hole-in-the-wall joints. 
Service is lovely and warm, but be forewarned: the lovely appetizers (olives, cheese, bread) that restaurateurs 
provide without your asking are added to the tab. Some favorite entrées you will see time and again during a trip 
to Portugal include baclhau, or cod dishes, including fish pie, casseroles and lasagna. Garlic and olive oil are used 
with abandon, and seafood is understandably popular. Portugal is also known for its delicious bread and pastries, 
including pasteis de nata, custard tartlets made with egg yolks and sugar.
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spotlight

Puerto Rico Rising
The U.S. territory is enjoying some time in the spotlight, thanks to a 
glorious new over-the-top resort. Indagare’s Marley Gibbons and 
Katie Stewart visited the top three properties on island.

Puerto Rico’s iden-
tity is like a stew: the 
indigenous Taino 

population—thought to have 
migrated from what today 
is Venezuela—is the base, 
while the influence of Spanish 
colonists and their African 
slaves adds an impressive 
range of flavors. Roughly 
the size of Connecticut, the 
island is not a state, although 
it is part of the United States. 
Puerto Rico and its three “little 

sisters”—Vieques, Culebra and 
Isla Mona—lure travelers from 
around the world with their 
tropical rainforests, pristine 
beaches and sophisticated 
culture. 

Most of Puerto Rico’s five-
star resorts are on the island’s 
north coast, dotting the sliver 
of land facing the Atlantic. In 
Old San Juan, two enormous 
colonial Spanish forts and 
other historical sights line 
blue-cobblestoned streets. 

Clockwise from top: Old San Juan Fort; a pris-
tine beach; blue cobblestones in Old San Juan

Rincón, a surfers-paradise 
beach town, is on the west 
coast, a two-and-a-half-hour 
drive from San Juan. The 
eastern region comprises the 
tropical rainforest El Yunque. 
It is also home to Fajardo, fa-
mous for its lagoon filled with 
tiny bioluminescent marine 
life. This is also the departure 
point for the ferry to Vieques, 
the beatufiul and lesser-known 
island located six miles east off 
the mainland’s coast.
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 Dorado Beach:  
A Ritz-Carlton Reserve 

Surrounded by lush gardens 
overflowing with coconut 
palms and pineapple plants 
and filled with the chirp-
ing of crickets, the sparkling 
new Ritz-Carlton Dorado 
Beach fronts a vast three-mile 
stretch of sandy paradise. 
The Dorado is on the site of a 
coconut plantation that Clara 
Livingston ran in the 1920s 
from the grand Su Casa, a 
6,000-square-foot Spanish 
Colonial house facing the 
ocean. (Today, the mansion is 
available for rent through the 
hotel.) The property’s history 
is rich: pictures depicting  
Livingston and close friend, 
Amelia Earhart, line the 
walls. Laurence S. Rockefeller 
bought the property in 1958 
and built the Dorado Beach 
hotel, which became a hot spot 
for celebrities like Elizabeth 
Taylor and Joan Crawford, and 
presidents John F. Kennedy 
and Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Staying true to its storied 
past, Ritz-Carlton has spared 
no expense rebuilding the 
facilities to include 100 guest 
rooms and 14 one-bedroom 
suites spread across 11 two-
story buildings. Every room 
boasts the added luxury of out-
door showers and panoramic 
ocean views. The property 
includes a five-acre botanical 

spa with tree-house treatment 
rooms and three golf courses 
designed by Robert Trent 
Jones. Activities on property 
are abundant for all ages and 
the kids’ club offers an array of 
options during morning and 
afternoon sessions. Highlights 
include underwater photogra-
phy, snorkeling, and nighttime 
bug hunting hikes through the 
tropical forest. 

Who Should Stay: Spa fa-
natics, and couples or families 

looking for a resort getaway 
offering over-the-top luxury. 
Read Indagare’s Dorado 
Beach: Ritz-Carlton review.

 St. Regis Bahía 
Beach Resort 

Amenities abound but do not 
overpower this sanctuary of 
a resort, with its sprawling 
grounds and pristine beaches. 
Half of the 12 plantation-
style casas, each of which has 
between eight and 18 guest 

A daybed (top) and 
a spa pavilion (left) 
at Dorado Beach: A 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/puerto-rico/north-coast/hotels/dorado-beach-ritz-carlton-reserve/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/puerto-rico/north-coast/hotels/dorado-beach-ritz-carlton-reserve/
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rooms, face the ocean, fan-
ning out on each side of the 
Plantation House. Traditional 
décor includes white woven 
carpets and linens and palm-
frond patterned throw pillows. 
Bleached sand dollars, conch 
shells and cream-colored pot-
tery sit as thoughtful accents. 

The perfectly manicured 
lawn behind the Plantation 
House faces nearly two miles 
of fine-sand beach. The atypi-
cally aqua Atlantic waters, 
chirping coquí frogs and lush 
palms remind guests of the St. 
Regis’s commitment to honor-
ing its natural surroundings. 
Beyond relaxing poolside or 
on the beach—both offering 
state-of-the-art cabanas—
guests can take sailing or 
paddle-boarding lessons on 
the beautiful lake, play tennis 
or explore the Espíritu Santo 
River State Preserve on the 
grounds’ eastern boundary. 
Surfing lessons, scuba-diving 
trips and zip-lining excursions 
can all be arranged nearby. 

The adjacent Bahía Beach 
apartments, town houses and 
freestanding estancias are 
good choices for families who 
are looking for more space to 
spread out and some freedom 
to dine and come and go as 
they please.

Who Should Stay: Travelers, 
especially families, who value 
time spent in the lush jungle 

or on a spectacular beach over 
perfectly decorated rooms. 
Read Indagare’s review.

 Horned Dorset  
Primavera Hotel

This 16-suite compound of-
fers guests a unique fusion of 
Puerto Rican service, Moroccan 
décor and French food, making 
it a beloved spot for many, but 
not everyone. The only luxury 

hotel in Rincón, on Puerto Ri-
co’s western coast, the Horned 
Dorset Primavera can feel more 
than a little quirky and hid-
den. But its adherence to the 
aesthetics of North Africa and 
France, displayed so unexpect-
edly, can be utterly appealing 
for its charming grandeur and 
faded eclecticism.

Ten of the suites are housed 
in buildings to the east of the 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/puerto-rico/east/hotels/st-regis-bahia-beach-resort/
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main villa, overlooking the 
water. A short but steep path 
leads up to six upper-level 
rooms, while the gym and 
yoga pavilion are at the far 
east end of the grounds. The 
air-conditioned suites have 
king-sized beds, living rooms, 
full bathrooms and kitchen-
ettes. All are adorned with 
Moroccan accents, and no two 
are alike. Whitewashed stucco 

walls serve as a backdrop for 
the carved-wood canopy beds 
and embroidered fabrics, 
delicate mirrors and ornate 
carved-wood ceiling fixtures.  
Contemporary amenities like 
steel refrigerators and showers 
with Jacuzzi-jet-style outlets 
balance the “shabby chic” 
design elements.

Who Should Stay: Indepen-
dent, flexible couples or fami-

lies with older children who 
prefer to be left alone, and are 
looking for something out of 
the ordinary. Read Indagare’s 
reivew.

To read Indagare’s full hotel reviews 
as well as tips on where to eat and 
what to see on Puerto Rico, visit 
www.indagare.com. Indagare mem-
bers can contact our Bookings Team 
for assistance planning a trip to the 
Caribbean. Call 212-988-2611 or 
email bookings@indagare.com.

Clockwise: Golf and 
sunbeds at the St. Regis; El 
Yunque rainforest; al fresco 

dining at Dorado Beach

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/puerto-rico/west/hotels/horned-dorset-primavera-hotel/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/puerto-rico/west/hotels/horned-dorset-primavera-hotel/
mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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just back from

Discovering Mongolia
With its vast, open landscapes, Mongolia is one of the world’s last great adventure 
destinations, as discovered Indagare’s Alexandra Erdman.

The Gobi Desert, located in southern 
Mongolia just above the Chinese border, 
is made up of just 1 percent sand. The 

rest is sprawling grassland, much like the plains 
of Montana and southern Patagonia. This year 
has been the rainiest in three decades; as a 
result, the steppes are an incredible lush green. 
During a recent visit, however, this breathtaking 
scenery was only the first of the many surprises 
the country had in store for me.

One of my favorite moments from the trip 
showed me how ill-prepared I was not only 
for the beauty of the landscapes but also for 
the warmth of the people. We asked our guide, 
Anand, if we could visit a local family, since 
we had heard so much about the culture of the 
steppes. Anand asked which ger (Mongolian 
yurt) we would like to see while driving back 
from our hike, and we pointed to one in the 
far distance. The driver made a hard left, and 
my group of seven showed up on the family’s 

doorstep unannounced. The father, who was 
in his late twenties but looked decades older 
because of exposure to the elements, came out 
to greet us. After a brief conversation, we were 
welcomed inside and introduced to his wife, two 
daughters and infant son. We sat cross-legged 
on the ground and ate boortsog, traditional 
Mongolian fried dough, while we talked about 
the family’s plans for the coming months and 
our lives back home. In any other culture, 
showing up unannounced would have been 
an unthinkable imposition, but here, it is life. 
Neighbors take in neighbors—and strangers—as 
a matter of survival and community spirit. Our 
interaction was real, deep and spontaneous.

My adventure was full of meaningful mo-
ments like this, but also of what some might 
consider inconveniences. Mongolia is not a des-
tination for everyone, and spending time there 
requires a great sense of adventure. Following 
are four things to consider when planning a trip.
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1. Mongolia is an adventure.
Mongolia is a destination for people who want 
to explore—on foot, on horseback, on camel or 
in a jeep. You will meet very few other visitors, 
and sights like ancient petroglyphs are sparsely 
visited. Meals will be set up in the middle of 
an untouched desert overlooking singing sand 
dunes with not a manmade item as far as the 
eye can see. Enjoying the sense of freedom this 
brings entails making certain concessions. Mon-
golia is a part of the world that is essentially 
undeveloped. The country’s best lodge has only 
communal showers and dim, solar-powered 
lighting. Luckily, the bedding, heating and food 
there are all of very high quality.

2. Mongolia is off the grid.
One of the most beautiful aspects of travel is 
that it allows us to escape our everyday real-
ity. We are able to put our routine behind us 
and experience another existence through the 

intoxicating smells, curious sounds and exotic 
cultures we encounter. Typical modern travel 
allows us to place one foot into our destina-
tion while keeping the other firmly rooted at 
home via technology like email, cell phones and 
FaceTime.

Visiting a country as remote as Mongolia 
allows—and forces—you to step away from nor-
mal life. Without the burden and convenience of 
connectivity, you can bond with the people and 
scenery around you. Detoxing from the modern 
world, I was given the opportunity to travel the 
way people did in past centuries, when adven-
ture meant something else. Eating dinner in a 
tent while watching the sun set on the Flaming 
Cliffs and camping under the bright Gobi sky, I 
was freed from my everyday distractions.

3. Mongolia is big and spread out.
To get to the Gobi Desert, Western Mongolia 
and Lake Hovskol, visitors must fly into and out 

Clockwise from left: a ger 
interior; Yol Valley; the 
massive Genghis Khan 
statue by the Tuul River; a 
monk at Flaming Cliffs
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just back from

of the capital of Ulaanbaatar. There is no flight 
from the Gobi to Lake Hovskol, a common 
circuit for an itinerary. In addition, car rides are 
long, and roads are often nonexistent. Extreme 
weather conditions and permafrost create 
potholes in the paved roads and many are just 
dirt tracks. One day we drove for more than four 
hours over bumpy roads and off-road terrain to 
reach our final destination. Helicopters can be 
chartered to speed up transfers, and Indagare 
members can contact our Bookings Team to 
inquire about transportation options.

4. Mongolia should be visited now.
Mongolia is sitting atop of some of the world’s 
most extensive mineral deposits, including one 
of earth’s largest gold mines. The country has 
recently been dubbed the Asian Wolf, refer-
ring to what some predict will be unstoppable 
economic growth. Tourism is likely to change 
with the arrival of foreign investors. In addition, 
many traditionally nomadic herders are mov-
ing to the city to chase economic opportunity. 
Travelers who want to experience the true Mon-
golia should visit now, while it is still relatively 
undiscovered and the countryside is populated. 

During my trip, we visited the South Gobi Na-
adam Festival, to which Mongolians come from 
all over to compete in archery, horseback riding 
and wrestling. Of 10,000 attendees, I was one of 
about 20 foreigners.

You need at least a week to fully experience 
the country and you may want to consider 
layovers in either Moscow or Beijing, to break 
up the travel time and recover from jet leg. An 
ideal trip would include one night in Ulaan-
baatar followed by two days outside the city in 
the Gun Galuut National Park for horseback 
riding. Follow this with four days in the Gobi 
Desert for camel riding, camping under the 
Gobi sky, visiting nomadic families, star gazing 
and hiking in the Yol Valley. The Golden Eagle 
Festival, which takes place in the autumn, in the 
Altai Mountains of western Mongolia, provides 
a fascinating glimpse into the lives of Kazakh 
hunters. The world’s best taimen fishing is in 
Lake Hovskol, in northern Mongolia near the 
Siberian border. 

To read Indagare’s full Mongolia destination report, includ-
ing lodge reviews, visit www.indagare.com. To begin 
planning a trip to Mongolia, contact Indagare’s Bookings 
Team: 212-988-2611; bookings@email.com.

Gers at the Three Camel Lodge

mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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Just beyond the hectic 
port city of Marseille, 
Cassis (which actually 

bears no relation to the liqueur 
of the same name) is renowned 
for its strikingly beautiful 
calanques, or white limestone 
cliffs, that drop dramatically 
into cerulean waters. Often re-
ferred to as the Mediterranean 
fjords, the beautiful cliffs are a 
sight worth seeing. Combined 
with the crescent-shaped 
town of Cassis and the region’s 
amazing wineries, a full day 
in the region is a lovely detour 
while in Provence. 

A historical port of call from 
the 1st century BC, Cassis hit 
a rough patch between the 5th 
and 10th centuries AD, when 
its residents were forced to 

retreat to a stone citadel high 
up on the bluffs due to the 
barbarian invasions. Remains 
of the fortress still stand, 
and are best viewed from the 
water below. To really explore 
all dozen of the calanques 
between Cassis and Marseille, 
a private boat is recommended 
(the adventurous can choose 
to hike the more than 17 miles 
of trails on steep rocks). All are 
uninhabited except for Mor-
giou and Sugiton, two colorful 
villages located within the 
calanques closest to Marseille. 
Despite the lack of running 
water and electricity, the vil-
lages are a summer destination 
for city-dwelling locals, who 
decamp to their cabanons 
(weekend bungalows). 

Indagare recommends 
chartering a private boat for 
the day, allowing flexibil-
ity for swimming and having 
picnics. You’d be remiss not to 
bring along some of the area’s 
famous rosé, like a bottle from 
the stunning winery Clos 
Sainte Magdeleine.

Getting There: Fly into 
Marseille, the capital of the 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
region. From there, the pictur-
esque seaside town of Cassis is 
an 18-mile drive to the east. 

To read Indagare’s full Provence des-
tination report, visit www.indagare.
com. Many more recommendations 
can be found online and members 
can contact our bookings team to 
arrange a trip: 212-988-2611.

escape

Crème de Cassis
Indagare’s Marley Lynch recently traveled to Provence, where she visited the 
charming coastal town of Cassis—known for its strikingly dramatic white cliffs.
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urban dispatch

Vienna Gloriosa
Vienna is a star that keeps on rising. Indagare’s 
Emma Pierce reports back from her whirlwind 
adventure in the Austrian capital.

V ienna—abounding in 
imperial architecture 
and gilded façades—is a 

city that’s constantly reinvent-
ing itself, making it a totally 
surprising place to (re)discover 
time and again. Upon arriving 
in the regal city, you realize 
immediately why locals and 
tourists find it bewitching: 
cobbled streets are dotted 
with sidewalk café tables 
and petite women float by on 
pastel-colored bicycles, all 
part of a beautiful, seemingly 
never-ending maze. It comes 
as no surprise that in 2014, 
for the sixth year in a row, 
the Austrian capital topped 
Mercer’s Quality of Living 
Survey. Vienna is the kind of 
place where one lingers over a 
midday meal, meanders back 
to work and enjoys a work-life 

balance unthinkable in far too 
many places in the world. 

Constant evolution plays 
a large role in the happiness 
of the Viennese. The city is 
growing with such rapidity, 
sprouting new neighborhoods 
and hotels at seemingly every 
turn, that there is always 
something exciting to discover. 
This year the city’s crowning 
achievement is the new Park 
Hyatt, a grand property situ-
ated on the Am Hof, Vienna’s 
oldest square. With a coddling 
spa, subterranean pool and 
first-rate service, not to men-
tion a presidential suite with 
a sixteen-foot-high cobalt 
marble wall, it exudes elegant 
luxury and comfortable but 
classic styling. Taking advan-
tage of the hotel’s convenient 
location in Vienna’s historic 

center, I uncovered a number 
of new hot spots, from the 
luxurious (a recently unveiled 
suite available for rent at the 
Schönbrunn Palace) to the 
low-key (cheese-stuffed sau-
sages). Something elegant is 
always going on, whether it’s a 
sunset picnic in the vineyards 
overlooking the city, a private 
dinner at the top of the Vien-
nese Giant Ferris Wheel or the 
ultimate Viennese tradition: a 
night at the ball.

Viennese balls are legend-
ary. The Austrian city hosts 
more than 450 a year, ranging 
from small, community-ori-
ented gatherings to exclusive 
events with calligraphed in-
vitations. The Fête Impériale, 
which I was lucky enough to 
attend, most certainly falls 
into the latter category. Held 
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 Located on the Am Hof, the city’s oldest square, and a five-minute 
walk from the Hofburg, the Park Hyatt is excellently situated and 

exudes a warm, distinctly Viennese charm. Like much of the imperial 
city itself, the Park Hyatt fuses past and present. Its historic location—it 
is housed in the former headquarters of Bank Austria, built on the site 
of Vienna’s first palace—is subtly reflected in the décor. Gold bars line 
the bottom of the pool, meeting rooms feature antiques from previous 
tenants, and although modern, the vibe throughout is reminiscent of 
old-world Vienna.

The hotel lounge looks out on Bognergasse, a typical Viennese 
Strasse lined with cafés like the famous Zum Schwarzen Kameel and 
a vintage-looking Apotheke. The 143 rooms feature high ceilings, lavish 
marble bathrooms and blackout shades, so that at night you are blissfully 
unaware of the hotel’s location in the city center. Particularly charming are 
the studios, which, because of their location on the highest floor, have 
sloped ceilings and wonderful light.

Of note are the spectacular facilities, including an extensive gym, a 
pool and the wonderful Arany Spa. The dining options are equally well 
rounded. The many venues include the upscale Bank restaurant and the 
Pearl bar. The property is not without its flaws—the wait for the hotel’s 
sole elevator can be long—but the service and atmosphere are those of a 
well-established five-star property. The subterranean pool, which makes 
the Park Hyatt particularly suitable for those traveling with children, is a 
gorgeous perk. Read Indagare’s review.

at the Spanish Riding School, 
a Baroque monument to regal 
splendor, the lavish event was 
no match for the immaculately 
dressed attendees. Waltz after 
waltz was danced into the 
wee hours of the morning, a 
reminder that the Viennese 
possess a never-exhausted 
exuberance for celebrating.

The next morning life had 
returned to normal: cafés 
teemed with the usual clien-
tele, children raced to school 
and the sun bounced off gold-
domed buildings, reflecting 
beads of light onto pedestrian-
only streets. 

Vienna Cheat Sheet
•  Eat…a picnic dinner at 

Wieninger Vineyard  
(43) 1-290-10-12

•  Visit...the contemporary art 
gallery at the Winter Palace 
(43) 1-795-57-134

•  Savor...cheese-stuffed 
sausages at Bitzinger (43) 
1-533-10-26

•  Shop…for unique Viennese 
finds at Das Möbel (43) 
1-924-38-34

•  Splurge…on an antique from 
the Dorotheum, Vienna’s 
oldest auction house (43) 
1-515-602-00

Read Indagare’s full Vienna report on 
www.indagare.com. Members can 
contact our Bookings Team for help 
arranging a bespoke trip including 
insider tips. For more information 
email bookings@indagare.com.

Hotel Newcomer: Park Hyatt Vienna

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/austria/vienna/historic-center-vienna/hotels/park-hyatt-vienna/
mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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Song Saa, in Cambodia
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destination report

Cambodia & Vietnam
The Indagare Travel team maps out the two Southeast Asian countries, home to 
poignant sites with powerful histories as well as bright futures. 

We	Know	More…
Our team is con-
stantly traveling, to 
give you the most 
relevant and up-to-
date recommenda-
tions and itineraries.

We	Think	More…
We are frequent 
travelers and we 
pool our knowledge 
and members’ feed-
back to tweak the 
details of your trip. 

We	Care	More… 
There’s no such 
thing as a “best” 
hotel or destination. 
We customize all 
your trips based on 
your preferences.

We	Do	More… 
Think of us as your 
advocates who go 
above and beyond 
to ensure that each 
trip is packed with 
special touches.

We	Get	More… 
We secure special 
rates and amenities 
at hundreds of prop-
erties worldwide, 
including upgrades 
and VIP treatment.

Book My Trip: The Indagare Advantage

There is no bookings fee for Indagare members. Contact us at 212-988-2611 or bookings@indagare.com.

Some countries wear their history more 
openly than others, as war, atrocities and 
unimaginable loss leave deep marks. In 

Cambodia and Vietnam, visitors needn’t dig 
very deep to unearth the heartbreaking realities 
of the recent past. For this reason, trips here 
are not only about beauty, culture, cuisine and 
art but also offer the opportunity to confront 
important—and often tragic—events.  

A visit to this region requires time. To under-
stand and appreciate the stunning cultures of 
Cambodia and Vietnam, it is imperative to slow 
down and let impressions sink in. These are not 
countries where sites should be ticked off a list 
in between meals, shopping and transportation 
to the next destination. 

Today, under the scars, it is clear that both 
nations are undergoing a period of peace, in-
novation, creativity and success. Citizens who 
fled as war refugees are returning (see pg. 49), 
ex-pats are jumping at the chance to collaborate 
with native visionaries (see pg. 40), and philan-
thropists are working to create brighter futures 
for those who have the most need (see pg. 36).

Although we will never forget the poignant 

photographs of the Vietnam War and the atroci-
ties committed by the Khmer Rouge, visits these 
days offer the chance to add more imagery to 
our minds’ collages: in Ho Chi Minh City, down 
the street from the iconic Reunification Palace, 
sits an open-air bar with stunning views as well 
as a market offering the best of the city’s street 
food; in a small village outside Hanoi, a family 
offers private cooking classes in their garden 
pavilion, teaching students how to make fried 
spring rolls and rice pancakes. A former prison 
in Phnom Penh used by the Khmer Rouge dur-
ing Pol Pot’s genocide sits near a market that to-
day is famous for its gorgeous silk stalls; in Siem 
Reap a troupe composed of landmine and polio 
victims puts on surprisingly lighthearted shows 
featuring drama, comedy, song and dance. 

As recent as their past tragedies are, Cambo-
dia and Vietnam convey a great sense of hope as 
their people take pride in how far they’ve come. 
The expressions of optimism are noticeable and 
a delight to witness. 

For more about the special access Indagare can 
arrange, contact us at bookings@indagare.com.
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LAy oF THE LAND
Although relatively small countries, Cambodia 
and Vietnam each contain diverse climates and 
cultures boasting varied histories.

Cambodia
Siem Reap, Cambodia’s best-known tourist des-
tination, is located in the northern part of the 
country, on the Siem Reap River. The colorful 
city is filled with colonial architecture, vestiges 
of French culture and, of course, the haunting 
and magnificent site of Angkor Wat, located 
about 20 minutes outside of the city.

Located a forty-minute flight southeast 
of Siem Reap in the southern interior of the 
country, the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh 
lies at the intersection of three major rivers: the 
Tonle Sap, the Bassac and the mighty Mekong. 
The lively riverfront—a wide and grassy prom-
enade—is the heart of the city, and Western-
style cafés line the grand quay, which is near 
such important tourist sites as the Royal Palace, 
the Silver Pagoda and the National Museum. 

The famed beach destination Kep sits on the 
southern coast of the country, and private island 
Song Saa is located off the southwestern coast.

Vietnam
In the north of the country, traditional Hanoi is 
a sprawling metropolis. Many sights are located 
around Hoan Kiem Lake, the watery heart of 
the city, including the Old Quarter, which wraps 
around the northern and western edges. Trans-
portation, whether by taxi, on foot, with a car 
and driver or by cyclo, is easy and inexpensive.

Central Vietnam is home to the ancient impe-
rial capital Hue and the coastal cities Danang 
and Hoi An, the second of which is known for 
its wide beaches and old town. There are direct 
flights from Hanoi to Danang, which is about 
20 miles from Hoi An and 65 miles from Hue. 

Located in the south of the country, Ho Chi 
Minh City, formerly Saigon, is huge. Most of 
the areas of interest to visitors, however, are 
in District 1. This neighborhood, lying west of 
the river, holds such major landmarks like the 
Reunification Palace. The Cu-Chi tunnels and 
Mekong Delta are located outside the city. 

A one-hour flight south from Ho Chi Minh 
City is Nha Trang, a popular beach destination 
that is surrounded by small fishing villages. The 
islands of Con Dao, a 45-minute flight from Ho 
Chi Minh City, offer more remote beaches.

destination report: cambodia & vietnam
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WHEN To Go
Cambodia
Cambodia is a tropical country, with warm 
weather year-round. The dry season, from 
November to May, has a cool period, from No-
vember to February when the average tempera-
ture is 85°F, and the hot period, from March to 
May, when temperatures hover in the mid-90s. 
Traveling around the country during the rainy 
season, from June to October, is not recom-
mended, as river levels rise dramatically.

Vietnam
Although Vietnam is relatively small, the north 
and south lie at different latitudes, resulting in 
a range of climates. Ideal travel times therefore 
vary according to region. Central Vietnam and 
the islands should be visited during the spring 
and early summer; Hanoi is pleasant from Feb-
ruary to April and October to December; and 
Ho Chi Minh City is at its best from late Novem-
ber to February. To avoid the humid weather in 
Ho Chi Minh City, visit in January, the coolest 
and driest time of year. Those who wish to com-
bine all three major destinations in one trip will 
likely have to sacrifice ideal conditions in one.

GETTING THERE 
Cambodia
The best way to reach Siem Reap or Phnom 
Penh is via Seoul, Singapore or Hong Kong. 
There are multiple daily flights between Siem 
Reaph and Phnom Penh via regional carrier 
Cambodia Angkor Air.

Vietnam
The best way to reach Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh 
City is via Seoul, Singapore or Hong Kong. 
There are internal flights multiple times daily 
between Vietnam’s major cities and Danang, 
which services central Vietnam.

Vietnam

Laos

Cambodia

Malaysia

Myanmar

Thailand

Singapore
Left to right: Vietnam’s Lung Thanh Golf 

Course; Temple lions at Angkor Wat

 Indagare Plus Members who 
book through Indagare receive pref-

erential rates and/or special amenities at the 
properties with the Indagare Plus symbol, as 
noted throughout this Black Book magazine. 
Indagare is also a Preferred Partner of Four 
Seasons Hotels & Resorts, which means 
that members booking through Indagare 
receive preferred rates, special amenities 
and VIP treatment at the brand’s properties 
worldwide.
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For students of history and 
students of life, it’s moving 
to visit Cambodia, especially 
stunning Siem Reap. Cynthia 
Rosenfeld highlights what not 
to miss during a visit.

Spotlight: 
Siem Reap

siem reap



31

c
o

u
r

te
s

y
 M

c
d

e
r

M
o

tt
 g

a
ll

e
r

y,
 j

o
h

n
 M

c
d

e
r

M
o

tt

31

destination: cambodia

Located in the northwestern part of Cambo-
dia, Siem Reap is mostly known for its 
Angkor Archaeological Park. In this one 

location, 150 square miles in size, are hundreds 
of monuments and, most famously, about two 
dozen fortress-like temple compounds where 
the Khmer kings ruled from 800 to 1400 AD. 
The charming provincial city is known for its 
French-Colonial and Chinese-inspired architec-
ture, as well as for the beauty of its surrounding 
rural areas, including silk farms, rice paddies 
and fishing villages. The main luxury hotels 
line the road to Angkor, and the Wat Bo area is 
where most of the upscale restaurants preside. 
The compact city is easily navigated on foot or 
by tuk-tuk (make sure to agree upon a fare be-
fore accepting a ride). Angkor Wat is a twenty-
minute ride away, and the city’s famous markets 
are in the downtown area.

When To Go
The best time to visit Siem Reap is during the 
dry season between November and February, 
when temperatures are warm and comfortable 
(note: it is also peak season and the major sights 
will be crowded). The wet season runs from May 
through October, and despite the obvious draw-
backs, the Angkor temples are at their most 
beautiful in the summer months, and the city is 
significantly quieter. 

Stay

 Design Aficionados: Amansara
Take refuge between temple tours at 

Prince Sihanouk’s 1962 Villa Princiere, which 
was reborn as a 24-suite hotel. Twelve offer 
floor-to-ceiling windows, overlooking a small 
water garden with museum-quality bas-relief 
carvings by local NGO Artisans d’Angkor. The 
other 12 are fronted by a slate swimming pool, 
with a shaded pergola for al fresco dining. 

Customized Angkor Wat tours are part of this 
hotel’s all-inclusive rate, and the guides are 
some of Siem Reap’s most knowledgeable. In the 
evenings, come back to hear scholars offer their 
in-depth perspectives of the history, archaeol-
ogy, architecture and culture of Angkor. Read 
Indagare’s review.

 Romantics: Belmond  
La Résidence d’Angkor

The most traditionally Khmer of Siem Reap’s 
top lodgings, La Residence d’Angkor is built en-
tirely of rosewood, drawing travelers seeking to 
balance cultural touring with reflection time. All 
54 guestrooms and eight suites feature elegant 
French-Colonial furnishings, white-washed 
walls and crisp linens. Kong Kea Spa offers a 
welcome respite, especially with its refresh-
ing indoor pool. Couples who want a centrally 
located retreat and families with children whom 
they can trust to behave well and quietly will be 
happy here. Read Indagare’s review.

Families and Groups of Friends:  
Maison Polanka
An unmarked gate behind Wat Polanka slides 
open to reveal the only private villa available to 
rent in Siem Reap, which includes two Khmer 
wooden houses on stilts. Staff are accustomed 
to taking care of groups, honeymooning 
couples, traveling families and even the oc-
casional (indulgent) solo traveler. A highlight 
for many guests are the meals. Family recipes, 
both French and Khmer, fill the menus here. 
What staff lack in professional hotel training, 
they more than make up for in attention. Read 
Indagare’s review.

 Traditionalists:  
Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor

Set within 15 acres of beautifully landscaped 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/amansara/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/amansara/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/la-residence-dangkor/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/maison-polanka/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/maison-polanka/
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French gardens, the town’s colonial grand dame 
hotel retains an ambience and precision service 
amidst mounting competition. First opened in 
1932, the Grand Hotel d’Angkor hosted the ear-
liest travelers to the Angkor Temples, including 
luminaries like Jackie O. All of the Art Deco–
inspired rooms and suites come with butler 
service and elegant four-poster beds, which add 
to the aura of Indochine (even if the interiors 
themselves are not the town’s most memorable).  
Surrounded by frangipani trees, the pool offers 
relaxing relief after temple excursions. Read 
Indagare’s review.

Fashionistas: Park Hyatt Siem Reap 
This stylish, 108-room address sits at the heart 
of Siem Reap, making it an optimal choice for 
those seeking a retreat within easy access to 
shopping. Famed architect Bill Bensley (whose 
hotels are some of the world’s most beatiful) cre-
ated the uber-swanky resort, which features two 
pools and a chic, modern aesthetic throughout. 
A stylish stand-out is the pink-hued library, 
where guests can sink into velvet love seats and 
admire the hand-loomed elephant textiles. Read 
Indagare’s review.

Eat
There are no Michelin stars in Siem Reap (yet), 
but the city does have a contemporary, French-
influenced food culture. Most visitors eat break-
fast in their hotels, see the temples then return 
to the hotel for lunch. Consider breaking this 
pattern at one of the inspiring eateries run by 
the hospitality-training institutes around town 
and make dinner plans around town too. Many 
more restaurant recommendations can be found 
at www.indagare.com.

Big Night Out: Cuisine Wat Damnak
French chef Johannes Rivière sits at the helm 

of the town’s top eatery. Cuisine Wat Damnak is 
housed in an airy, two-story Khmer bungalow 
adjacent to a Buddhist wat. The multi-course, 
French-influenced Khmer menu changes 
nightly. www.cuisinewatdamnak.com

Neighborhood Place: Green Star
The Australian and Cambodian owners of Green 
Star serve delectable cha khhey fish with ginger 
and shallots, and ontung slekrey lemongrass eel 
with chili, lime leaf, basil and garlic. The setting 
is laid-back, with red plastic chairs and no air 
conditioning, but the cuisine is exceptional and 
the vibe festive. www.greenstarrestaurant.org

Al Fresco: Marum
At this romantic wooden house near Wat Po-
lanka (read: away from the tourist congestion), 
the professional wait staff does double duty 
overseeing underprivileged local youth who gain 
work experience here. The exceptional dishes 
are served in small portions, so plan ahead and 
order plenty. Stop in the on-site boutique that 
sells whimsical souvenirs benefiting local chil-
dren’s charities. www.marum-restaurant.org. 

Lunch: Sala Bai
Khmer for ‘school of rice,’ Sala Bai annually 
trains approximately 100 disadvantaged Khmer 
youths from around the country. The food 
here, however, stands on its own, especially the 
rice-paper rolls. Open for breakfast and lunch 
between October and July only, the homey 
eatery is a favorite of the local Francophone 
community. www.salabai.com.

Hot Spot: Mystery Dine Around
A recent addition to the Siem Reap dining scene 
is La Residence d’Angkor’s multi-stop dining 
tour that begins with cocktails in their popular 
Martini Bar before continuing to an al fresco 

destination: cambodia

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/raffles-grand-hotel-dangkor/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/raffles-grand-hotel-dangkor/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/park-hyatt-siem-reap/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/siem-reap/hotels/park-hyatt-siem-reap/
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riverside eatery, a popular address for Khmer 
classics and a perennially hot spot for nightcaps, 
among other finds on this edible treasure hunt. 
Indagare members can contact our bookings 
team to arrange for this culinary experience.

Shop
Skip the multiple night markets and tacky 
souvenirs in Siem Reap, as most items are made 
in China anyway, and focus instead on the blos-
soming array of high-quality, handmade items 
with philanthropic credentials.

Art & Antiques
American photographer John McDermott takes 
striking, sepia-style images of the temples, and 
for many, visiting McDermott Gallery (FCC 
Complex, Pokambor Ave.) has become an exten-
sion of seeing the ruins themselves. At Theam’s 
House, wander through collections of Khmer 
sculpture, textiles, bronze and silver artisanal 
products. (25 Veal Village, Kokchak Commune)

Fashion & Accessories
The first must-stop is the boutique of Eric 
Raisina (Charles de Gaulle Blvd., Chamming 
City), a Madagascar-born designer who trained 
in the Paris ateliers of Yves Saint Laurent and 
Christian Lacroix before coming to Siem Reap. 
Piled high inside his Technicolor workshop are 
organza evening bags, tie-dye silk wraps, and 
dresses that he sends down catwalks from South 
Africa to New York. Khmer Attitude and Gal-
erie Cambodge (Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor; 
855-12-950-052) are two adjacent boutiques 
curated by the stylish owner of Maison Polanka. 
Smateria (The Alley West) boutique in the Old 
Market Area sells colorful handbags and home 
décor crafted from recycled source materials. 
Also located in the Old Market area is Garden 
of Desire (The Passage, Pub Street Alley), run by 
jeweler Ly Pisith. 

For the Home
Must-have homewares are on display at Louise 

Clockwise from 
right: bowls 
from Louise 

Loubatieres; a 
dish and décor 

at Green Star 
restaurant
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destination report: Siem Reap

Clockwise from above: Siem Reap trans-
portation; a Buddha; Louise Loubatiere’s 
bowls; Miss Wong; a floating flower 
arrangement; an Angkor Wat sculpture 
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Loubatieres (7 Hup Guan Street), from white-
on-grey bird ikat cushions made by the Goel 
Community NGO to Lo-Yuyu ceramics. Another 
must-visit is Saray (Sala Kamroeuk Area), 
which sells the wares of a cooperative of women 
who live in the floating villages of the Tonle 
Sap Lake, weaving water hyacinth to create soft 
products. And at Weaves of Cambodia (Tep 
Vong and Oum Chhay), land mine victims-
turned-artisans spin silk into inspired textiles. 

Markets
On the first Saturday afternoon of the month, 
the street in front of the Shinta Mani hotel 
transforms into a festive Made in Cambodia 
Market. The vendors sell everything from boho-
chic woven handbags to Sombai rice spirits.

Itinerary Highlights
Day One: Put on your most comfortable 
walking shoes and set out to explore Angkor 
Archeological Park, the 164 square miles of 
monumental ruins commonly known as Angkor 
Wat, meaning ‘temple city.’ King Jayavarman 
VII founded his capital here in the 12th century, 
which flourished as the city of Angkor Thom for 
more than 300 years then fell into vine-covered 
obscurity until French explorer Henri Mouhot 
stumbled upon its remains in 1861. Indagare 

Tip: Begin at Bayon Temple of Jayavarman VII, 
considered especially enigmatic for its 37 towers 
carved with multiple faces of serenity.

Day Two: Motivate out of bed at 5 a.m, dress 
for the morning’s chill and head via tuk-tuk to-
wards the Buddhist and Hindu temple grounds 
before the camera-toting crowds arrive. Gaze 
until your eyes begin to make out the iconic 
12th-century silhouette of Angkor Wat’s five 
soaring spires. Spend the rest of the morn-
ing browsing the exemplary carvings at ruins 
including Preah Khan, thought to have been a 
Buddhist university that’s been restored by the 
World Monument Fund.

Day Three: Climb aboard a helicopter and 
spend the day exploring hidden jungle temples. 
Visit Preah Vihar, the source of heated territo-
rial debate with neighboring Thailand and the 
10th-century pre-Angkor capital at Koh Ker 
with its jungle covered pyramid of Prasat Thom. 
En route to the 12th-century temple of Beng 
Melea, visit the pink sandstone Banteay Srey or 
‘citadel of women’ for its exceptional relief carv-
ing. Make a day trip of it to follow Dr. John San-
day around Global Heritage Fund’s restoration 
of Banteay Chhmar, originally commissioned by 
the 12th-century Khmer King Jayavarman VII. 

Indagare Access
Whether you are looking to capture the perfect photo of the Angkor temples or to discover a one-
of-a-kind artisanal souvenir, Indagare can arrange guided tours tailored to your wishes. 

Photo enthusiasts can book a half- or full-day tour with an American photographer who knows 
the ins and outs of all the temples, as well as the best time of day to avoid crowds and work with 
the natural light.

Active visitors can go hiking, biking or kayaking in isolated areas and we can arrange a private 
candlelit dinner at one of Siem Reap’s many temples, with live entertainment.

We recommend that serious shoppers skip Cambodia’s night markets and tacky souvenir 
stalls, most of whose wares are made in China, and focus instead on select, high-quality, stylish 
items that are handmade locally and come with philanthropic credentials. Indagare can arrange 
specialized shopping tours that include visiting workshops and observing artisans at work.

There is no bookings fee for Indagare members. Contact our Bookings Team for more information 
and to reserve. Call 212-988-2611 or email bookings@indagare.com.

destination: cambodia

mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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While visiting Cambodia a decade ago, 
Hollywood executive Scott Neeson 
happened upon the notorious Steung 

Meanchey garbage dump in Phnom Penh. 
About 1,000 impoverished children lived in 
shocking squalor in this place, scavenging amid 
27 acres of toxic, putrid rubbish. “Standing on 
the garbage dump that day, seeing the most dire 
suffering I hope to ever see, I knew that I could 
do something about this,” says Neeson, who 
within a year gave up his glamorous lifestyle to 
move to Phnom Penh and establish the Cambo-
dian Children’s Fund. 

The nonprofit organization provides shelter, 
food, education, medical care and vocational 
training to Cambodia’s poorest children, in 
addition to sponsoring an array of outreach 
community services. More than 2,000 children 
have been helped by the CCF so far, and Neeson 
continues to take a hands-on, daily role in its 

running. One Cambodian child told a reporter 
in a televised interview: “He would save the 
world if he could.” 

Indagare member Sheryl Curcio visited 
Cambodia during a round-the-world trip and 
wrote about the incredible experience she and 
her family had with the CCF. 

“Our visit started with a tour of the com-
munity center and nursery. It was as if we were 
coated in honey and the children were bees. 
These kids are starved for attention and affec-
tion; they just want to be held. We basked in 
the love they wanted to share and took comfort 
in CCF’s support systems, such as the ‘Granny 
network,’ health center, free maternity clinic, 
soup kitchen and counseling services.

“We learned that many of the families served 
by CCF have no choice but to send their kids 
out to the dumps to scavenge for anything that 
can be monetized. Many are the victims of loan 

destination: cambodia

Cambodian Children’s Fund
One of the most inspirational nonprofit organizations in Cambodia is the CCF, or 
Cambodian Children’s Fund. Indagare member Sheryl Curcio recently visited and 
writes about the impactful charity.
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sharks who fund family health care at up to 20 
percent interest per month. They understand 
that education is their ticket out, but even the 
free public schools come at a price. Teachers are 
so underpaid that they require a ‘tip’ of 50 cents 
a day for a child to sit in their classroom. Test 
papers cost $2, and if you pay for ‘extra tutor-
ing,’ you can get the test questions in advance!

“Every night, Scott visits families of CCF 
students, addressing any problems or concerns 
and identifying children who could benefit from 
CCF. Constructed out of scraps of metal and 
wood, the homes are half the size of my dressing 
room and house up to eleven people. Our visits 
to Rio’s favelas and India’s streets could not 
prepare us for the emotions surging through 
us as we navigated through mud and piles of 
garbage only to again be surrounded by curious 
children, gracious adults and familiar faces from 
earlier in the day. 

“Walking through the slums, my son James 
befriended a 10-year-old boy, Sokhim, who was 
clutching a picture of himself after winning 
awards at CCF. The picture had been given to 
him two weeks before, and he was still carry-
ing it. As Scott explained, it is the only thing he 

can call his own. Sokhim held tightly to James’s 
hand and practiced his English as James’s heart 
opened wide, wanting to encourage and protect 
the most fragile soul any of us had ever met. It 
was clear at dinner that night that James had 
already made his own commitment to helping 
mentor this child. Sponsorship means that we 
agree to essentially become pen pals with the 
student, providing a stable, English-speaking 
adult presence in his or her life. CCF asks that 
we write an email at least once a month and pay 
$100 a month for the student’s meals, uniform, 
health care and educational programs.

“We are now the proud sponsors of three 
Cambodian children, and already they have 
made such a positive impact on our family. Our 
visit ended with us meeting, exchanging a few 
questions, me crying and lots of hugs and pic-
tures. It has now been a week, and we have al-
ready exchanged our first emails. My heart beat 
louder as I read the students’ stories and ques-
tions, and I felt so alive crafting my response 
and thinking of future stories to share. CCF is a 
charity that delivers more than it promises.”

To learn more, visit www.cambodianchildrensfund.org

Founder Scott Neeson 
with CCF kids
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From the Khmer-style golden roofs and 
spires of the Royal Palace and the treasure 
trove of Buddhist and Hindu sculptures 

at the National Museum, to the grand French-
colonial tree-lined boulevards and beautiful Art 
Deco dome of the Central Market, Phnom Penh 
is a diverse and dynamic city where past, pres-
ent and future collide in fascinating ways. 

Stay

 Raffles Hotel Le Royal
A proudly preserved gem, the Raffles 

has expanded since its opening, in 1929. The 
refurbished property includes 175 guest rooms, 
apartments and suites, but it maintains its 
distinctive combination of Khmer, Art Deco 
and French-colonial architecture and glamor-
ous aura. No other hotel comes close to what 
it offers Phnom Penh visitors in terms of style, 
comfort, service and authenticity.

Furnishings like high-back claw-footed tubs 
and brass-plated rotary-dial telephones would 
be welcome additions to any museum’s decora-
tive arts wing, but guests at the Raffles Hotel 
le Royal have the privilege of cohabitating with 
such fabulous antiques. Two pools, an elegant 
French-style restaurant headed by a Michelin-
starred chef who follows recipes provided by the 
Cambodian royal family, an atmospheric bar 
with a ceiling decorated with elephant paint-
ings, verdant gardens and a full-service spa 
round out the elegant guest experience. Read 
Indagare’s review.

See & Do
Although the major sights provide grisly 
reminders of the atrocities committed by the 
Khmer Rouge, Phnom Penh has a soft side. The 
lively riverfront—a wide and grassy prom-
enade—is the heart of the city and a popular 
destination for both tourists and locals.

The Royal Palace 
Built on the site of King Norodom’s palace, the 
Royal Palace is home to Cambodia’s current 
king, Norodom’s great-great-grandson, and 
queen. The palace grounds, which include 
several glorious Khmer-style golden-roofed 
buildings and a tranquil garden dotted with 
lotus flowers and topiaries, can be visited when 
the royal family is not in residence. Topped with 
a striking four-faced tower, the most impres-
sive building is the Throne Hall, which dates 
from 1919 and is a faithful representation of 
Norodom’s original wooden structure. It’s worth 
taking off your shoes and checking your camera 

destination report: cambodia

After being reduced to a virtual ghost 
town during the reign of the Khmer 
Rouge, the Cambodian capital has 
reemerged, finds Mara Hoberman.

Phnom Penh

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/phnom-penh/hotels/raffles-hotel-le-royal/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/cambodia/phnom-penh/hotels/raffles-hotel-le-royal/
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to enter the Silver Pagoda, so-called because of 
the 5,000-plus silver floor tiles, at the center 
of which an emerald Buddha statue sits atop a 
five-tiered dais. Samdech Sothearos Blvd.

The National Museum 
Located next to the Royal Palace, the distinctive 
red-sandstone building housing the National 
Museum contains a treasure trove of Khmer 
art ranging in date from prehistoric times to 
the present. Guided tours can be arranged for 
individuals or groups at the museum entrance. 
Samdech Sothearos Blvd.

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum 
From 1975 until 1979, this former high school 
was used as a grisly Khmer Rouge prison known 
as S-21, where more than 13,000 people were 
interned before being brutally killed. The mu-
seum, where visitors can tour the classrooms-
turned-cells (some of which still contain the 
iron shackles used to restrain prisoners), is a dif-

ficult but important part of any trip to Phnom 
Penh. The ground floor displays thousands of 
black-and-white ID photographs taken of vic-
tims who passed through S-21. Corner of Street 
113 and Street 350

Wat Phnom
Built on the city’s highest artificial hill, not far 
from the riverfront, this active wat (pagoda) 
marks the legendary founding place of Phnom 
Penh. The current temple was rebuilt in 1926 
on the site where, as legend has it, a temple 
was constructed in 1434 to house four Buddha 
statues found in a tree on the flooded banks of 
the Mekong River. Today, in addition to a steady 
stream of pilgrims, Wat Phnom is home to 
elaborate shrines, opportunistic fortune tellers 
and frisky monkeys. Vendors sell small birds 
from cages to visitors who seek to earn good 
luck by releasing them.

Read more about Phnom Penh at www.indagare.com.

Left to right: The 
Royal Palace; Raffles 

Hotel Le Royal

Phnom 
Penh
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scuba diving for experienced divers and PADI 
diving courses for all levels, There’s also a small 
gym, and after a day of excursions, the blissful 
spa is the ideal place to unwind.

With two restaurants, Song Saa offers surpris-
ingly diverse options for such a small resort. In 
addition to featuring distinct daily menus, each 
eatery has its own character: the open-air Vista 
Bar is ideal for a romantic dinner, while the 

Driftwood Bar and Restaurant is more 
casual, the perfect setting for the fool-
proof favorites it purveys, like wood-
fired pizzas and barbeque. Another, 
and perhaps the most special, option 

is “destination dining,” where guests can arrange 
to have a private dinner served in a beautiful, 
secluded spot on the island. 

In addition to welcoming travelers to an 
idyllic haven for fun in the sun, Song Saa takes 
care of the natural environment and makes a 
concerted effort to give back to the local com-
munity. Through the Song Saa Foundation, a 
dedicated team of conservationists and humani-
tarians has realized a wide range of projects, 
from building a new school on a neighboring 
island to establishing no-fishing zones to help 
encourage healthier reef systems.

  Song Saa is an Indagare Plus property.

Getting There
Cambodia Angkor Air currently operates daily flights 
from Siem Reap to Sihanoukville (a one-hour flight), 
but has indefinitely ceased flights connecting Siha-
noukville to the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh, 
which is about a three-hour drive away (though 
Song Saa can arrange private driving transfers). 
From Sihanoukville, Song Saa is a 35-minute 
speedboat ride away. It is also possible to arrange 
a helicopter charter to neighboring Koh Rong Island 
from Sihanoukville. Flying times by private jet to 
Sihanoukville are as follows: Bangkok (1 hour), 
Singapore (1.5 hours), Hong Kong (2.5 hours.).

Song Saa, which means “the sweethearts” 
in Khmer, is actually two privately 
owned islands attached by a gently curv-

ing wooden footbridge. The larger one is home 
to 27 villas, two restaurants, an activities center, 
a large main pool, a small boutique and a spa; 
the other can be explored in its natural state.

Upon arrival, guests immediately switch over 
to “island time.” This refers to the instant feeling 
of relaxation brought on by the beachy 
landscape and mellow, barefoot-lux-
ury vibe, but also to the unique time 
zone that the resort has established 
to maximize the sunlight hours. Song 
Saa clocks are set one hour ahead of those on 
the mainland so guests can enjoy an extra hour 
of daytime. 

Visitors choose their preferred paradisiacal 
abode from three options: an over-water villa, 
perched over the sea and accessed via a stilted 
boardwalk; a jungle villa, nestled in the rainforest, 
with spectacular views; or an ocean-view villa, on 
the shore, with a small private sandy beach. The 
most spectacular accommodation is the Royal 
Villa, a spacious two-bedroom over-water villa 
with private boat access. All the accommodations 
have an airy open layout, with a muslin-draped 
four-poster bed, a sunken living room, a rainfor-
est shower and stone bathtub for two and an out-
door porch with a private infinity pool and shaded 
daybed. The décor mixes creature comforts with 
an eco design aesthetic. Pinecones and straw and 
planks of blue-painted wood salvaged from old 
fishing boats adorn the walls, adding a touch of 
color to natural materials like driftwood. 

The resort has plenty of activities to keep 
guests entertained, including watersports 
(snorkeling, kayaking, sailing, paddle boarding), 
nature excursions (bird watching, beach hikes, 
island and marine safaris), daily sunrise yoga, 

destination: cambodia

Simple Luxury: Song Saa
A private island feels a world apart from Cambodia’s other beaches. Indagare 
contributor Mara Hoberman finds that the idyllic escape still feels blissfully 
“undiscovered”—making now the perfect time to go. 

song 
saa
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Clockwise from top left: the main deck; 
lunch; an over-water villa; the connecting 
bridge; a lunch of shrimp and rice; a 
beach picnic; Song Saa transportation
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Clockwise: Metropole hotel; a Hanoi 
street scene; La Verticale’s shop

V ietnam’s capital has a scenic and surpris-
ingly serene center in Hoan Kiem Lake, 
as well as historic neighborhoods with 

gorgeous colonial villas and a buzzing Old 
Quarter, whose streets are lined with small 
shops and food stalls frequented by locals as 
well as visitors.

For a bustling Asian metropolis, Hanoi has 
surprisingly few traffic lights, and even on 
the drive in from the airport, you may spot 
pedestrians and motorbikers weaving through 
six lanes of whizzing traffic. The city’s more than 
2 million motorbikes account for 90 percent of 
the traffic. That said, once you get the hang of 
crossing the street, the city is easy and fun to 

explore on foot. It sounds counterintuitive, but 
the key is to walk slowly and determinedly into 
the street so the motorists can tell where you are 
going and slow down. 

STAy

 Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi
Hanoi’s most storied hotel, which opened 

in 1901, is the only five-star property in the city 
center. Its two buildings—the original French 
Colonial villa, named the Metropole wing, and 
the more recent Opera wing, so called because 
it fronts the street that leads to the Hanoi 
Opera—enclose a beautiful courtyard with a 
pool, adjacent lounge and a leafy garden. The 

Hanoi
More traditional than 
Ho Chi Minh City, the 
historic city of Hanoi is 
well worth a short visit.
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Metropole’s lobby contains a massive 
wooden check-in desk, a grand staircase 
and a light-filled atrium. The sense 
of history is so strong you can almost 
see the ghosts of Graham Greene and 
Somerset Maugham floating through 
the elegant spaces. The 109 colonial-
inspired rooms in the three-story Metropole 
have soul, with hardwood floors and teal-green 
shutters. The 255 in the seven-story Opera are 
spacious, with big bathrooms, and many have 
spectacular views of Hanoi. 

There is a gorgeous multilevel spa; five 
restaurants; a minigrocery serving coffee, pas-
tries, chocolates, sandwiches and house-made 
ice cream; two vintage French cars available 
for tours; and an in-house UNESCO World 
Heritage site: an underground bunker that was 
discovered in 2011 and can be toured daily. Read 
Indagare’s review.

EAT
Until the 1990s, Hanoi’s food scene was pretty 
dull, unless you were willing to venture into the 
world of food stalls. Today, thanks to a handful 
of cutting-edge chefs, diners have many more 
options. Really picky eaters may end up being 
happiest taking their meals in the dependable 
cocoon of the Sofitel.

Big Night Out: La Verticale
French expat Didier Corlou’s passion for 
Vietnamese food and products is evident in his 
celebrated restaurant, housed in a 1930s villa. 
In the ground-floor Spices boutique you can buy 
fabulous concoctions, like pho soup seasoning. 
19 Ngo Van So Street; 844-3944-6317

Big Night Out: La Badiane
La Badiane, a French restaurant with a contem-
porary-casual atmosphere, consists of splashes 

of bright colors, rattan chairs and large 
photographs. Among the specialties you 
might find is crab remoulade in ginger oil 
with beets and asparagus. 10 Nam Ngu; 
844-3942-4509

Hot Spot: Wild Lotus
A colonial villa turned into a chic dining venue, 
this restaurant boldly mixes countries and peri-
ods in its décor, from Buddha sculptures to con-
temporary Vietnamese art. The lounge on the 
top floor is a great stop for pre-dinner cocktails. 
55A Nguyen Du Street; 844-3943-9342

Local Favorite: Ginger 
Housed in a restored French villa spruced up 
with contemporary interiors and a stunning art 
collection, Ginger has a largely seafood menu. 
87 Ly Thoung Kiet; 844-3941-2099

Lunch: Quan An Ngon
Perfect for lunch or a casual dinner, this popular 
spot serves some of the best street food in a 
restaurant setting, where travelers will feel more 
at ease about trying local specialties. 18 Phan 
Boi Chau; 844-3942-8162

Newcomer: Porte d’Annam
Courlou’s new spot near the French cathedral 
in the Old Quarter has a casual ambiance with 
an Asian café feeling. It serves set menus that 
showcase French-Vietnamese fusion cuisine like 
sea bass cooked in a banana leaf with five spices. 
22 Nha Tho; 844-3938-2688

SEE/Do
Hanoi’s main sights—the Temple of Literature, 
the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, the Hoa Lo Pris-
on—can easily be explored in a half day, but it’s 
best to enlist an expert guide who can explain 
what you are seeing and keep track of the ever-

hanoi

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/hanoi/hotels/sofitel-legend-metropole-hanoi/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/hanoi/hotels/sofitel-legend-metropole-hanoi/


44

destination report: vietnam

c
o

u
r

te
s

y
 h

a
r

a
ld

 h
o

y
e

r

changing opening hours. Contact Indagare to be 
introduced to one of our preferred guides.

Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum 
The massive building, clad in gray granite, is 
a lesson in Communist-era architecture. At its 
center is an eerie, dimly lit room housing a glass 
coffin, surrounded by guards, that holds the 
former leader’s embalmed body. 

Hoa Lo Prison 
The infamous Hanoi Hilton is a must see for 
history buffs. Americans know it mostly from 
John McCain’s biography, but the prison was 
built by the French in the late 1880s to hold 
political prisoners. The dreary halls and granite 
cells make this a sobering sightseeing stop. 

Indagare Tours: Half-Day City Tour 
Hanoi’s landmarks are spread out. We suggest 
having a driver and guide take you to the most 
popular sights, to put your touring in context 
and to avoid long lines. Contact our Bookings 
Team to book a private tour. 

Indagare Tours: Street Food Walk 
Street food can be overwhelming for visitors, 
even ambitious foodies. Indagare members can 
contact our Bookings Team to set up a tour with 
a local guide or to arrange cooking classes.

Temple of Literature 
Part of this large compound, comprising four 
courtyards and a magnificent ornate main hall, 
was built as a Confucian temple in 1070. It also 
housed Hanoi’s first university, founded in 1076. 
Quoc Tu Giam Street; 844-3845-2917

SHoP
Most of Hanoi’s shops are located in the Old 
Quarter. The neighborhood, which is north of 

Hoan Kiem Lake, centers on the thirty-six so-
called little streets. Bargaining is customary, but 
the more modern boutiques have fixed prices.

Fine Art & Antiques
Green Palm Gallery (15 Trang Tien Sur; 844-
3936-4757) and Thanh Binh Gallery (25-27 
Trang Tien; 844-3825-1532) are two of Viet-
nam’s most prestigious art galleries, selling the 
works of established and up-and-coming artists. 
54 Traditions (30 Hang Bun; 844-3715-1569), 
owned by former New Yorkers who moved to 
Hanoi in the early 2000s, is a gallery devoted to 
the cultural antiques of the country’s fifty-four 
ethnic groups.

Crafts & Home
The nonprofit cooperative Craft Link (43 Van 
Mieu Street; 844-3843-7710) offers a selection 
of Vietnamese products handmade by ethnic 
minorities. Hanoi Moment (101 Hang Gai 

Left to right: a junk on Halong Bay; designs 
at Tan My; traditional architecture
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Street; 844-3928-7170) is known for horn neck-
laces, rattan bags and baskets, lacquerware and 
bamboo bowls. The small Marena Hanoi (28 
Nha Chung Street; 844-3828-5542) purveys tra-
ditional black-and-red lacquer trays and bowls, 
as well as woven placemats, wooden serving 
pieces and delicate ceramics in pale colors. 

Fashion
For beautiful silk pieces, head to CoCoon (20 
Nha Chung Street; 844-3928-6922), which 
sells exquisitely made pieces, from dramatic 
evening dresses to statement-making fabric 
chokers. The specialty at Hadong Silk (102 
Hang Gai Street; 844-3928-5056) is custom 
tailoring. Bring in a design that you love, and 
have it copied in the shop’s silks. Designer 
Christina Yu displays her whimsical handbags 
and accessories in her boutique, Ipa-Nima (34 
Han Thuyen; 844-933-4000). The light cotton 
fabrics at Marie-linh Couture (79 Hang Trong; 

844-3928-6309) evoke delicate Liberty prints. 
The owners of Nagu (20 Nha Tho Street; 844-
3928-8020) focus on comfortable clothes and 
accessories. Two of the country’s most stylish de-
signers have made the Rue des Chats boutique 
(2 Cổ Tân) a chic stop for Eurasian fashion, 
including slim sheath dresses and silk blouses. 
Silk and embroidery shop Tan My (66 Hang 
Gai; 844-3825-1579) carries lovely traditional 
items and its younger sister, Tan My Design 
(61 Hang Gai; 844-3938-1154), offers exquisite 
embroidery, decorative objects, jewelry, fashion 
and gifts. Things of Substance (5 Nha Tho; 
844-3828-6965) is a must-stop for supersoft 
T-shirts and dresses.

Jewelry
The Three Trees (15 Nha Tho Street; 844-3928-
8725) shop offers bold, chunky pieces that are 
both organic and alluring, adorned with delicate 
floral motifs and tiny diamonds. 
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HCMC, referred to by most still as Saigon, 
is a much more in-your-face place than 
serene sister city Hanoi up north, and 

unless you have a plugged-in guide, it’s more 
difficult to access as well. You can cover most 
everything (sights, the best restaurants, shop-
ping) in two days. Here are some of Indagare’s 
favorites. Many more recommendations can be 
found at Indagare.com.

DAy 1
Check into the Park Hyatt Saigon, the city’s 
de facto best address. Housed in a neoclassi-
cal, nine-story building, the hotel has a soaring 
lobby and spacious adjacent lounges, as well 

Ho Chi Minh City is a place that elicits an immediate love-it or hate-it response. 
Indagare outlines the perfect two-day itinerary. 

as a pretty garden with a large swimming pool 
and leafy plantings. With so much space, the 
property feels serene and worlds removed from 
the city hustle outside. 

Have lunch at Opera, the Park Hyatt’s casual 
Italian bistro with a glass-encased patio before 
setting off on a short walking tour to explore 
the neighborhood around the hotel. Heading 
towards the river on the main shopping thor-
oughfare is Dong Khoi, home to such boutiques 
as Nguyen Frères (#2), Minh Hanh (#24) and 
Ipa-Nima (#77-79). The smaller streets sur-
rounding Dong Khoi also hold some cute shops. 
Make your way to the Chill Bar (76A Le Lai 
Rooftop AB Tower, District 1), designed by the 

Two Days in Saigon
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same team as Bangkok’s Sirocco, which affords 
the best rooftop views of Saigon. 

Have dinner at the Park Hyatt’s acclaimed 
Square One or at hot spot Temple Club (29 
Ton That Thiep St., District 1), which occupies 
an entire floor of a colonial villa. The menus at 
both restaurants are classic Vietnamese.

DAy 2
There are not a lot of sights to see in Ho Chi 

Minh City, so staying just one or two nights 
gives you enough time to do and see everything. 
It’s wise to enlist a guide who can keep track of 
the city’s ever-changing opening hours and hav-
ing a driver helps, since the main sights are not 

within walking distance of one another.
Important stops to make are at the Reunifi-

cation Palace, the Central Post Office (whose 
soaring interior was designed by Gustav Eiffel) 
and the War Remnants Museum. Formerly 
called the Museum of American War Crimes, 
this sight is interesting for visitors who have 
studied the Vietnam War and are intrigued 
how modern-day Vietnam has coped with and 
represents this chapter in its history. This is not 
a museum for kids or for sensitive souls; many 
of the displays are graphic and disturbing.

Break for lunch at Quan An Ngon (138 Nam 
Ky Khoi Nghi, District 1), which gathers some of 
the best street food and serves it in a restaurant 
setting where foreign travelers will feel more at 
ease with trying local specialties. Tables occupy 
a breezy courtyard and several dining rooms, 
while numerous food stalls line the edges of the 
space, each displaying a different type of Viet-
namese dish, from crunchy spring rolls to sweet 
tapioca desserts. It’s a great local experience and 
should be reserved in advance.

In the afternoon, book a spa treatment at the 
Park Hyatt’s intimate Xuan Spa. Alternatively, 
those interested in the history of the Vietnam 
War should head two hours northwest of Saigon 
to the Cu Chi region of Ho Chi Minh and visit 
its complex system of tunnels. For dinner that 
evening, take a Vespa Dining Tour; you will be 
picked up at the hotel on a scooter and taken to 
sample Saigon’s celebrated street 
food. The tour ends at a local, 
Vietnamese-style coffee shop 
with live music.

For those who have the time to 
add a third day to their jour-
ney, Indagare can help arrange 
experiences in the Mekong Delta 
to see the region’s legendary and 
colorful floating market in Can Tho.

saigon

Clockwise: the city skyline; 
Opera restaurant; Reunification 

Palace; typical vespa traffic
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Having largely avoided bombing dur-
ing the Vietnam War, Hoi An contains 
many well-preserved colonial buildings. 

The central Vietnam city is known for its wide 
beaches and old town full of restaurants, shops 
and markets. Days can include beach time but 
also walking tours, cooking classes, biking and 
boating excursions and riding water buffalo in 
the rice paddies.

Flights from Hanoi to Danang (about 20 
miles from Hoi An) take a little over one hour. 
The ideal length of stay in central Vietnam for 
visitors traveling throughout the country is two 
to three nights, enough time to enjoy the culture 
and history as well as the beaches of the region. 
Here is a short round-up of what not to miss 
during a visit to Hoi An. Many more recommen-
dations can be found on www.indagare.com.

STAy

 Nam Hai
Located on a pristine stretch of beach six 

miles outside the old town of Hoi An, the Nam 
Hai is the region’s most impressive property. 
The sprawling hotel comprises 100 guest villas 
spread over 86 acres of lush palm-filled gardens 
and a wide white-sand beach. Each of the vil-
las has both indoor and outdoor living areas, 
including double-vanity bathrooms that open 
onto private gardens with outdoor showers, and 
views of the East Sea. Rooms are decorated in 
dark wood, with raised platform beds decorated 
in a traditional Vietnamese style, writing desks 
and eggshell-lacquered bathtubs. 

There are two excellent restaurants, one em-
phasizing Vietnamese food and the other West-
ern and Indian cuisine. Both venues get much 

Central Vietnam:  
Land of History and Beaches
The hub of the country’s imperial life in the 18th and 19th centuries, central Vietnam 
is worth visiting for its rich culture and beautiful landscapes finds Alex Erdman.

Scenes from Hoi An 
and the Nam Hai

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/central-vietnam/central-vietnam-central-vietnam/activities/indagare-tours-cooking-school/


49

destination report: vietnam

of their produce from an on-site organic garden. 
The resort offers plenty of facilities and activi-
ties to supplement the beach going including 
daily yoga and meditation classes, tennis courts, 
a fitness center, a Ping Pong house, a library and 
a world-class spa with eight overwater pavilions. 
Read Indagare’s review.

EAT
A must visit for lunch is Nam Hai’s Beach Res-
taurant (84-510-3940-000) which is renowned 
for its seafood and local delicacies like Cao Lau 
Hoi An (rice noodle soup with pork) and has 
incredible views of the East Vietnam Sea. More 
local (think plastic tables and whirring ceiling 
fans) is Phuong Banh Mi (Hoang Dieu St.). 
Though devoid of great views or charming am-
bience, the restaurant delivers the region’s best 
Banh Mi sandwiches for about $1 each.

In the evening, head to Q Bar & Restaurant 
(94 Nguyen Thai Hoc St.; 84-510-391-1964) 
for Asian tapas and cocktails before dinner at 
Mango Mango (45 Nguyổn Phúc Chu; 84-510-
3911-863) a local spot serving modern Vietnam-
ese cuisine and run by Chef Duc Nguyen. Born 
in Vietnam, Duc left as a refugee at a young age 

and spent much of his youth in Texas. After-
ward, he traveled throughout Europe as a chef 
before returning to his native country. His food 
is as interesting as his personal history. 

SHoP
Though Hoi An is well known for its tailors, 
finding the best can be difficult. Located in the 
center of Old Town Hoi An, Yaly Couture (358 
Nguyen Duy Hieu St., 84-510-3915-999  is 
known as the most high end. They offer bespoke 
tailoring for men and women and specialize in 
suits, shirts and dresses. For visitors interested 
in local crafts, Long Vy Lanterns (6 Phan Chau 
Trinh St.; 84-510-360-6611  is the oldest and 
most revered lantern maker in the region and 
produces beautiful examples of the craft. Trong 
Anh Gallery (692 Hai Ba Trung St.; 84-98-939-
1486) is home to the best examples of contem-
porary art in the area. 

SEE & Do
During an Old City Walking Tour and a visit 
to the Market, visitors can get an idea of what 
life is like in Hoi An and also explore the area’s 
main marketplace. 

After exploring the various stalls, take a river-
boat to enjoy a Cooking Class at a local restau-
rant and learn to make such regional specialties 
as Banh Xeo pancakes and rice paper rolls. A 
Farming and Fishing Life Tour includes a 
short countryside bicycle ride and the option 
to ride a water buffalo in rice paddies or take a 
river cruise aboard a fishing boat. Best known 
for its ancient citadel and history as Vietnam’s 
long-time imperial capital, Hue makes for an 
interesting and alluring day trip. 

To speak to a member of Indagare’s bookings team about 
planning a trip to Vietnam, call 212-988-2611 or email 
bookings@indagare.com. Read more about Hoi An and 
central Vietnam on www.indagare.com.c
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http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/central-vietnam/central-vietnam-central-vietnam/hotels/nam-hai/
mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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A fter a few culture-filled days in one of 
Vietnam’s buzzing cities, many travel-
ers choose to fly to central Vietnam’s 

Amano’i in Nha Trang for completely isolated 
relaxation by infinity pools. 

Set on hundreds of acres overlooking the 
South China Sea, this supremely private prop-
erty is one of the country’s best, with outstand-
ing design, impeccable service and a stunning 
location. The Amano’i is located about 35 miles 
from the Nha Trang airport, near the stun-
ning Nui Chua National Park. Its property is 
surrounded by a rural area dotted with fishing 
villages that evokes the rocky cliffs of Greece.

The resort, which was designed by Jean-Mi-
chel Gathy (who also created Amanyara in Turks 
and Caicos and Cheval Blanc in the Maldives), 
gives guests a dramatic welcome in its central 
pavilion, which, with its forty-foot-high-ceiling, 

resembles a traditional Vietnamese commu-
nal hall. All 31 one-bedroom pavilions and 
five Aman villas are identical in construction, 
with sleek contemporary interiors decorated 
in neutral tones and natural materials, but 
they differ slightly in view, pool placement and 
privacy. Living and sleeping spaces flow into one 
another, opening onto a teak deck. 

The centrally located spa overlooks a small 
lake full of lotus flowers. The property’s high-
light is its beach club, offering a lap pool, a 
beachside restaurant, an array of water sports 
and unbeatable views. The Amano’i is perfect 
for those who want an indulgent, flop-and-drop 
holiday where they can enjoy fresh seafood 
meals, morning hikes yoga and simple relax-
ation. Those seeking a significant dose of the 
local culture will feel restless. Read Indagare’s 
review.

Amano’i
A land of stunning, isolated beaches and rocky 
cliffs, the area around Nui Chua National Park 
is home to Vietnam’s first Aman property.
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http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/central-vietnam/off-the-beaten-path-central-vietnam/hotels/amanoi/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/asia/vietnam-region/central-vietnam/off-the-beaten-path-central-vietnam/hotels/amanoi/
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CAMBODIA
Nonfiction
Cambodia’s	Curse,	Joel	Brin-
kley,	2011
Brinkley describes Cambodia’s 
ongoing struggles. 

Golden	Bones,	Sichan	Siv,	2008
A former U.S. Ambassador to the 
UN describes his time in Cambo-
dia’s slave-labor camps.

First	They	Killed	My	Father,	
Loung	Ung,	2001
This moving autobiography relates 
a child’s first-hand experiences in 
the war.

When	Broken	Glass	Floats,	
Chanrithy	Him,	2001
A memoir about growing up under 
the Khmer Rouge, from the loss of 
the author’s family to her escape 
to a Thai refugee camp.

Stay	Alive,	My	Son,	Pin	Yathay,	
2000
A refugee account of Cambodia 
under the Khmer Rouge.

When	the	War	Was	Over,	Eliza-
beth	Becker,	1998
An examination of the events 
following the Lon Nol regime’s 
overthrow.

films
The	Missing	Picture,	2013
This documentary about life under 
Pol Pot shows the horror through 
news footage.

S-21:	The	Khmer	Rouge	Killing	
Machine,	2004
This documentary features first-

hand accounts from both victims 
and former soldiers in the S-21 
detention center. 

The	Killing	Fields,	1984
This British film drama about the 
Khmer Rouge is based on the war 
experiences of three journalists. 

VIETNAM
fiction
A	Good	Scent	From	a	Strange	
Mountain,	Robert	Olen	Butler,	
1992
Each short story in this collection 
is narrated by a different Vietnam-
ese immigrant living in Louisiana.

The	Things	They	Carried,	Tim	
O’Brien,	1990
A haunting collection of stories 
about an American platoon in the 
Vietnam War. 

Paco’s	Story,	Larry	Heine-
mann,	1987
This powerful novel about a writer 
who served in the Vietnam War 
is considered by many to be the 
best fictional account written 
about the war.

The	Lover,	Marguerite	Duras,	
1984
A beautiful portrait of a young girl 
in colonial Indochina.

The	Quiet	American,	Graham	
Greene,	1955
This brilliant political novel is set in 
Saigon in the early 1950s.

Nonfiction
A	Bright	Shining	Lie:	John	Paul	

Vann	and	the	Americans	in	
Vietnam,	Sheehan	Neil,	1989
A disenchanted U.S. soldier 
leaked reports to the press to 
expose what he saw as the follies 
of America’s policies in Vietnam. 

Fire	in	the	Lake:	the	Vietnamese	
and	the	Americans	in	Vietnam,	
Frances	FitzGerald,	1972
An exploration of the Vietnam War 
from a sociological perspective.

films
Born	on	the	Fourth	of	July,	
Oliver	Stone,	1989
The adaptation of Ron Kovic’s 
experience in Vietnam and his 
return home in a wheelchair. 

Full	Metal	Jacket,	Stanley	
Kubrick,	1987
An examination of the madness 
that descended on soldiers sent 
to Vietnam.

Good	Morning,	Vietnam,	Barry	
Levinson,	1987	
Robin Williams stars as an un-
orthodox radio DJ in Saigon.

Platoon,	Oliver	Stone,	1986
Charlie Sheen stars in this film, 
which was based on Stone’s own 
experiences in Vietnam. 

Apocalypse	Now,	Francis	Ford	
Coppola,	1979
A classic depicting the horror and 
chaos of the Vietnam War. 

Deer	Hunter,	Michael	Cimino,	
1978
This film examines the ravages of 
war and its lingering impact. 

Books & Films
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Myanmar
Overview: To visit places on the eve of great change 
affords a different view, and now is the time for Myanmar. 
The country was cut-off and off-limits for decades (the 
generals running Myanmar didn’t want foreign influences 
to come in or reports of their human rights abuses getting 
out, and to protest their appalling human rights record, 
for years many humanitarians called for a tourist boycott). 
Now, boycotts have been lifted, and everyone wants to 
rush in to see the land that Kipling immortalized in poetry 
before it becomes too Westernized.

Who Should Go: Curious travelers who are eager to 
experience the treasures of historic Burma and to under-
stand the complexities of modern-day Myanmar. Visiting 
the important religious sites (temples, pagodas, reclining 
Buddhas) may bear some similarities to those found in 
Thailand, Cambodia or Malaysia. But it’s the country’s 
present-day story and the current changes that make it 
so unique. It is wrong for travelers who want to stay in 
fancy hotels and check off major sights like clockwork.

Ideal Length of Stay: Seven days for an itinerary that 
includes Yangon, Bagan and a visit to Inle Lake.

Itinerary Highlights: Any Myanmar trip begins in the for-
mer capital of Yangon, the largest city in the country with 
crumbling, colonial-style buildings, bustling street scenes 
and home of the massive, golden Shwedagon Pagoda. 
From here, continue to Bagan, famous for its sprawling 
fields strewn with many thousands of temples. Some 
visitors opt to take a river cruise up the Irrawaddy, finish-
ing in Mandalay, while others spend their days in Bagan 
and then transfer to gorgeous Inle Lake, with its floating 
markets, houses on stilts and water-bound temples.

Read Before You Go:
Letters from Burma, Aung San Suu Kyi (2010) 
No Bad News for the King, Emma Larkin (2011) 
Finding George Orwell in Burma, Emma Larkin (2005)

Indagare Tip: In Bagan, rent a bike to get off the beaten 
path. There are countless temples, all open to the public, 
filled with incredible art, murals and Buddha sculptures. 
Another once-in-a-lifetime experience is to float across 
the temple fields in a hot air balloon. These need to be 
booked in advance and are dependent on weather.

Singapore
Overview: Overachieving, handsome and, perhaps, 
trying too hard, Singapore is often portrayed as a flyover 
destination. But considering what an extraordinary gate-
way it is and the many different and enriching experiences 
it offers, this island republic deserves a more extensive 
layover, before or after your trip.

Who Should Go: Travelers wishing to spend a few days 
acclimating to the time zone—and explore a booming 
metropolis—before embarking on the bulk of their vaca-
tion. Singapore can also be done on the tail end of a trip.

Ideal Length of Stay: Three days.

Itinerary Highlights: The Marina Bay Sands, the 
supersized resort-mall-casino-hotel-restaurant complex, 
is a hallmark of the new Singapore and a must on every 
itinerary. Other highlights include a cruise down Singapore 
River and a night safari at the Singapore Zoo, which is 
open only in the evening and holds more than 1,000 
animals.

Read Before You Go:
From Third World to First: The Singapore Story: 
1965–2000, Lee Kuan Yew (2000)  
Saint Jack, Paul Theroux (1973)
If We Dream Too Long, Goh Poh Seng (1972)

Indagare Tip: Perhaps Singapore’s greatest pleasure 
and treasure is its incredible food. Thanks to the city’s 
mix of cultures, you can sample the best of a large 
variety of cuisines, including Indian, Chinese, Malay and 
Peranakan. Trying authentic dishes at one of the many 
hawker centers is a wonderful experience. Here are some 
of Indagare’s favorite Singapore restaurants:

•  For a Big Night Out: Iggy’s (www.iggys.com.sg) and 
Waku Ghin (www.marinabaysands.com) 

•  For a Relaxed but Refined Meal: Blue Ginger  
(www.theblueginger.com) and Rang Mahal  
(www.panpacific.com) 

•  For Cocktails: Altitude (www.l-altitude.com); Long Bar 
(www.raffles.com); Blu Bar (www.shangri-la.com) and 
Clifford/Lantern (www.fullertonbayhotel.com).

destination report: beyond cambodia & vietnam
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Laos
Overview: This peaceful country has a strong sense of 
place and culture. A few luxury properties exist in Luang 
Prabang, including the Aman and La Residence, but 
most of the country remains blissfully undeveloped.

Who Should Go: Travelers who love Thailand’s more 
slow-paced communities and little-developed settings. 
There is no big city in Laos, at least not in the Western 
sense, so don’t expect another Bangkok.

Ideal Length of Stay: Three days for those only visiting 
Luang Prabang. For trips to include Luang Prabang and 
Southern Laos, 10 days is recommended.

Itinerary Highlights: Luang Prabang has an easy charm 
that wins over any visitor. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
the small, scenic city is set at the confluence of two rivers 
and boasts well-preserved structures that reflect its mix of 
influences, most notably its strong Buddhist culture and 
French colonial history. From there, either fly north to visit 
hill tribes, or south, to take in the lush, natural scenery.

Read Before You Go:
Mother’s Beloved: Stories from Laos,  
Outhine Bounyavong (1999)
The Coroner’s Lunch, Colin Cotterill (2005)
In a Little Kingdom, Perry Stieglitz (1990)

Indagare Tip: 
Southern Laos is still largely an undiscovered gem, ap-
pealing because of its lack of development–here you’ll 
find fishing villages set along the Mekong and Wat Phu, 
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site that predates Angkor 
Wat. Luang Namtha, in the northwest, is home to hill 
tribes that live as they have for centuries.

Thailand
Overview: Thailand offers royal palaces, opulent temples 
and fascinating ruins; pristine white-sand beaches backed 
by leafy jungles; irresistible and regionally varied cuisine; 
and, above all, the warm and welcoming Thai people.

Who Should Go: Thailand attracts travelers that are 
almost as diverse as its landscape. From intrepid honey-
mooners to adventurous families, all will find something to 
their liking, be it beach time, jungle trekking or motoring 
through the crowds in Bangkok.

Ideal Length of Stay: Seven days to visit Bangkok and 
Chiang Mai or 10 days to see Bangkok, Chiang Mai and 
either Phuket or Koh Samui.

Itinerary Highlights: Visiting the ancient Buddha monu-
ments scattered throughout Bangkok is a must, as is 
touring the vibrant Chinese Market. For respite from the 
city’s bustle and hustle, visitors should head to a rural 
retreat like the Four Seasons Chiang Mai, an oasis set in a 
lush rice paddy and home to an excellent cooking school. 
Any visit will be enhanced by visiting one of Thailand’s fa-
mous islands, Phuket and Koh Samui, which experience 
high season at different times of the year.

Read Before You Go:
Anna and the King of Siam, Margaret Landon (1944)
The Beach, Alex Garland (1996)
Siam, or the Woman Who Shot a Man, Lily Tuck (1999)

Indagare Tip: There are elephant camps throughout 
Thailand, but visitors are discouraged from supporting 
camps where elephants perform tricks for tourists as 
teaching the animals those skills often involves abuse. In-
stead, visit sanctuaries that work with rescued elephants.

Mapped Out: Planning a Southeast Asia Itinerary
Many first-time travelers to southeast Asia find the amount of options—city buzz, culture and temples, beaches, 
adventure, culinary exploration—overwhelming. For help mapping out the best itinerary for you, contact the 
Indagare Bookings Team. Our travel experts can talk you through the options, including which countries and 
resorts/hotels best match your style: call 212-988-2611 or email bookings@indagare.com.

Read in-depth Destination Reports on all of these destinations on Indagare.com.

mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
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Gift Memberships
Indagare offers lots of ways to give to the avid travelers this holiday seasons whether your gift list 
is composed of young couples, parents with teenagers or multi-generational extended families. 
Contact us (212-988-2611; bookings@indagare.com) to arrange a gift membership, which includes 
access to our site and award-winning Bookings Team or to plan a surprise customized journey. 
Indagare has the resources to create experiences that will foster lifelong memories.

Eric Raisina silk 

shawls are chic, ethereal 

and warm. $295

Eric Raisina’s 

silk Bola Bag 

is feather light 

and comes in 

many bright 

colors. $159
Cotton napkins come printed in teal, navy, 

bright green and red. $58

Galerie Cambodge 

cotton hats are light, 

foldable and available 

in three colors. $55

Khmer Attitude 

silk clutches in red, 

turquoise, green, 

pink and black pack 

absolutely flat. $190

Southeast Asian 
Creations
Indagare’s souk highlights pieces from 
Cambodia, Vietnam and throughout 
Southeast Asia. Shop the souk 
on www.indagare.com to pick up 
creations sourced on our journeys.

mailto:bookings%40indagare.com?subject=
http://www.shoplatitude.com


H O T E L S  |  T R A I N S  |  R I V E R  C R U I S E S  |  J O U R N E Y S  |  B E L M O N D . C O M

OUR EXCEPTIONAL SOUTHEAST ASIA EXPERIENCES

Siem Reap, Belmond La Résidence d’Angkor 

Bali, Belmond Jimbaran Puri 

Luang Prabang, Belmond La Résidence Phou Vao

Myanmar, Belmond Orcaella river cruises 

Myanmar, Belmond Road to Mandalay river cruises 

Yangon, Belmond Governor’s Residence

Koh Samui, Belmond Napasai

Southeast Asia departures, Eastern & Oriental Express train
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“Don’t reject the crooked road and 
don’t take the straight one, instead take 
the one traveled by the ancestors.” 
~Cambodian proverb

To purchase back issues of the Indagare Magazine ($10 apiece), send an email to 
info@indagare.com or call 212-988-2611.
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