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Kauai’s dramatic Na Pali coastline

Best of Hawaii

Plus: Austrian ski resorts; the cotswolds; mozambique; sydney; st. Kitts; and chile
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My life is measured not in birthdays or 
their numbers, but in leavings and 
returns to you, Venice—it has been 

this from the first kiss,” writes jeweler Joel 
Rosenthal (the man behind JAR) in the preface 
to a little guidebook on his favorite Venetian 
artisans. Those words echo my feelings for the 
city. It was love at first sight when I arrived at 
age 16 on a Riva water taxi and saw her domes 
and towers rising from the water like a dream. 
And although I have visited many times since, 
her beauty still takes my breath away. The 
noble arches of St. Mark’s, the glow of the rose-
colored glass in her lampposts, the parade of 
palazzos on the Grand Canal, the flamboyant, 
lace-inspired marble bridges, a quiet Campo or 
forgotten canal of sudden and deep silence—all 
these can plunge me into the feeling of existing 
in a fairytale and not in the 21st century.

Yes, massive crowds now mar views and signs 
of water damage appear everywhere, the creep 
of rot and age. The native population continues 
to decline (down to 50,000, by some reports, 
from 120,000 in 1980). Many restaurants that 
cater to tourists are owned by foreigners and 
serve spaghetti with meatballs, an insult to 
Venetians. Local bakeries have been replaced 
by minimarkets. Natives complain, “The city is 

becoming a museum.” And yet, Venice’s decay, 
her fragility and slow deterioration, her con-
stant reminder of loss—of youth, of beauty, of 
power by both a civilization and by each one of 
us—have always been part of her seduction. As 
Thomas Mann wrote in Death in Venice in 1912, 
“Forbearance in the face of fate, beauty constant 
under torture, are not merely passive. They are a 
positive achievement, an explicit triumph.”

On my latest visit, a short one, I returned to 
favorite restaurants, family-run, with only a few 
tables outside and a menu based on what is in 
season in the gardens of Sant’Erasmo island or 
was caught by fishermen that day. The autumn 
light warmed the orange and yellow façades 
of the ancient churches and houses. An Aman 
hotel now occupies the palazzo where I once 
visited friends. The garden is now manicured, 
where formerly it was wild, and filled with 
polite cocktail conversation instead of children’s 
laughter. Its historic Tiepolo frescoes have been 
restored, and music enlivens the rooms at all 
hours. The grand halls, once the exclusive realm 
of aristocrats, are now open to all who can pay 
the price. Such is change and consistency in 
Venice. With 89 nations exhibiting at the 56th 
Biennale, Venice remains a hub of international 
thought if not of trade. After touring the instal-
lations, many of which offered gloomy predic-
tions for the future, we seemed to sail back in 
time on a flat bottomed boat to the smaller 
islands of the lagoon, like Burano, where fewer 
than a dozen people live year-round.

Rosenthal measures his time in visits to Ven-
ice, but I value her for making me poignantly 
aware of the passage of time while deepening 
my appreciation for the discovery, beauty and 
constant innovation possible in every moment. 
Such is the magic of travel.

on my mind

The Magic 
of Travel

A Venice watercolor by Indagare 
member Holland B. Cunningham
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About	Indagare	
Indagare comes from the 
Latin word that means to 

seek, scout, discover. Indagare 
Travel is a high-end travel company 
with robust online editorial content 
and a boutique in-house travel 
agency. We travel, we write, and we 
plan memorable journeys for our 
members. To learn about our travel 
community, visit www.indagare.com 
or call 212-988-2611. Annual  
membership rates begin at $325.

	Bookings
At Indagare you can 
research ideas for a trip on 

our site and consult with a specialist 
on the phone or by email to create, 
refine or expand your itinerary. Our 
Bookings Team can help you with 
something as simple as a hotel room 
or as complex as creating a multi-
stop itinerary. We also have special 
rates and amenities at hundreds of 
properties. Email bookings@ 
indagare.com or call 212-988-2611.

	Insider	Trips
Insider Trips are special 
journeys designed exclu-

sively for Indagare members. With 
their insider access, mapped-out 
itineraries and exciting immersion in 
far-flung destinations, the trips offer 
members a rich and rewarding way 
to explore the world. Upcoming des-
tinations include Bhutan, Cuba and 
Myanmar. For more information,  
call 212-988-2611 or email  
info@indagare.com.

The World of Indagare

64

14

16 20

10

30

22

26

 Indagare Plus members who book through indagare receive preferential rates and/or 
special amenities at the properties with the indagare Plus symbol.

http://issuu.com/action/page?page=2
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=4
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=6
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=10
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=12
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=14
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=16
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=(18
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=20
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=22
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=24
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=26
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=30


4

&
B

e
y

o
n

d
 B

e
n

g
u

e
r

r
A

 is
lA

n
d

first look

S ince its founding in 
1991, the luxury safari 
company &Beyond has 

been committed to land, wild-
life and community preserva-
tion. This devotion is evident 
in its safari lodges, and no-
where more clearly than in the 
recently reopened Benguerra, 
in Mozambique.

Roughly the size of Turkey, 
Mozambique is wedged be-
tween Tanzania to the north, 
South Africa to the southwest, 
Zimbabwe to the west, and the 
Indian Ocean to the east. Be-
fore its independence, in 1975, 

the country was a favorite 
destination for international 
tourism. That ended in 1977, 
when a nearly 20-year civil 
war broke out. Now, having 
had a stable government for 
more than a decade, Mozam-
bique is inching back into the 
travel spotlight.

In the 550-square-mile 
Bazaruto Archipelago, 
Benguerra, at 21 square 
miles, is the second largest 
island. Because of its relative 
isolation, the archipelago—a 
marine national park since the 
early 1970s—has developed a 

complex ecosystem, including 
some of the Indian Ocean’s 
most pristine coral reefs and 
abundant sea life. 

Guests fly into the inter-
national airport in the sleepy 
town of Vilankulo, and are 
whisked to the property via an 
eight-minute helicopter ride. 
The aerial views of the island 
are breathtaking, in particu-
lar during low tide, when the 
receding ocean, ranging from 
deep sapphire to the light-
est Tiffany turquoise, reveals 
patches of golden sand, like a 
tropical Monet dreamscape.

Benguerra Island 
With immaculate white-sand beaches and 
incredible marine life, Mozambique is fast 
becoming a must-stop on an Africa itinerary. 
Simone Girner recently returned from a 
stunning newly reopened resort.
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Benguerra was designed to 
blend into its surroundings, a 
lush canopy of native plants. 
The low-lying main lodge, 
constructed mostly of stripped 
wood, has a soaring thatch 
roof, expansive decks support-
ed by stilts—and nary a glass 
window in sight. Everything is 
open, to make the most of the 
views of sparkling Benguerra 
Bay and the beach: an expanse 
of powdery white sand lapped 
by small waves that scatter 
shells along its edge.

The 13 bay-fronting bun-
galows fan out from the main 

building and melt into the 
vegetation around them when 
viewed from a boat. They are 
supremely comfortable, with 
well-stocked minibars, beauti-
ful fabrics and glam indoor-
outdoor bathrooms. But they 
are imbued with the resort’s 
laid-back ethos. 

The island offers a huge 
amount to explore and do, 
especially for avid divers and 
snorkelers, who can while 
away hours at Two Mile Reef, a 
huge expanse of healthy coral 
teaming with ember parrot-
fish, fire goby, devil firefish 

and other colorful reef species. 
Visitors can also take a cata-
maran to Paradise Island—
now deserted but once home 
to a hotel where Bob Dylan 
reportedly wrote “Mozam-
bique” and whose spooky shell 
still stands—or a sunset cruise, 
from which passengers might 
spot dolphins or dugong, an al-
most extinct aquatic mammal.

Many moments stay with 
me from my recent trip: 
waking, as if in an aviary, to a 
symphony of birds (the archi-
pelago boasts more than 140 
species); watching hundreds 
of ghost crabs play hide-and-
seek in the surf; seeing rows 
of dhows return after a day 
of fishing, their colorful sails 
stitched together from mul-
tihued cloth. All inspired an 
urgent hope that this unique 
destination will be developed 
with care and that the kind of 
low-impact hospitality prac-
ticed by &Beyond will make 
a meaningful contribution to 
the local communities and 
protect what makes the island 
so magical. Many more places 
in Mozambique will need this 
kind of careful stewardship, as 
change is sure to arrive. Visit-
ing now, you can’t help but be 
occasionally overwhelmed by 
the giddy—and rare—feeling 
that you are catching a place at 
precisely the right time. Read 
Indagare’s review.

Clockwise from left: a water-
front bungalow and bedroom; 
a sunset dhow cruise

Getting There: There are five 
direct flights a week to Vilankulo 
from Johannesburg (1 hour 
40 minutes) and two from 
Nelspruit, near Kruger National 
Park (1 hour, 15 minutes). The 
eight-minute helicopter transfer 
to Benguerra Island is included 
in the rate.

Good to Know: Benguerra is in 
a malaria zone, and even if you 
visit outside the rainy season, 
when you have the highest 
risk of contracting the disease, 
it’s best to take an antimalarial 
prescription medicine before, 
during and after your trip and to 
bring bug repellent.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/mozambique_region/mozambique_dr/hotels/beyond-benguerra-island/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/africa/mozambique_region/mozambique_dr/hotels/beyond-benguerra-island/


6

c
r

e
d

it
 t

K

The rooftop pool at the 
Park Hyatt Sydney
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Sydney in Three Days
Australia’s waterfront metropolis can easily be explored in just three days. Indagare’s 
Sasha Feldman details how ideally to spend them.

Modern Sydney combines the character-
istics of several different great cities: 
the energy of downtown Los Angeles, 

the culinary scene of New York, the Georgian 
façades of London, the posh suburbs of Beverly 
Hills and the colorful, laidback charm of San 
Francisco. Its sprawling beauty can be experi-
enced in many ways, but for a first-time visitor, 
the following itinerary hits all the high points.

Day 1  On the Water
Life in Sydney revolves around its expansive 
harbor and its wharves and beaches. For this 
reason, we recommend beginning your first 
day with a private boat tour. Cruise through 
buzzy Port Jackson (better known as Sydney 
Harbour) to get your bearings, noting the city’s 
many vantage points and iconic landmarks like 
Observatory Hill and the opera house. Dock for 
lunch at one of the many excellent waterfront 
restaurants. Public Dining Room (2a The 
Esplanade, Balmoral Beach; 61-2-9251-8683) is 
a local hotspot with a beach and protected bay 
that are perfect for a post-lunch dip.

After lunch, remain a landlubber for the rest 
of the day. Visit the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales (Art Gallery Rd., the Domain; 61-2-9225-
1744) for an overview of the cultural legacy of 
Australia’s colonial past, displayed along with 
European masters and contemporary and mod-
ern works. Afterward, stroll through the 74-acre 
Royal Botanic Gardens (Mrs. Macquaries Rd.; 
64-2-9231-8111), which affords striking views of 
the harbor and opera house. End the afternoon 

with a glass of wine or cup of tea at Café Syd-
ney (61-2-9251-8683), on the rooftop terrace of 
the Customs House. For dinner, book a table at 
Quay (Overseas Passenger Terminal; 61-2-9251-
5600), one of Sydney’s most lauded upscale res-
taurants, which is set on the edge of the harbor 
and affords some dramatic water views. 

Day 2  Classic Sydney
Sydney was established as a British penal colony 
in 1788. Delve into its history in the Rocks, a 
historic district that is the city’s oldest area. The 
narrow alleyways and cobblestoned streets are 
home to the The Big Dig (110 Cumberland St.; 
61-2-8272-0900), an archeological excavation 
and visitor center dedicated to illuminating Syd-
ney’s past. Here you can explore the early con-
vict settlement (more accurately, slums) whose 
foundations were uncovered in the dig and learn 
about the gangs, strumpets and government 
officials who inhabited the area and formed 
its economic and cultural base. The complex 
evolution of the Rocks area, the detrimental 
effect of its settlement on the aboriginals and its 
significance as a global trading port in the 20th 
century are integral and fascinating elements of 
Sydney’s history.

Sydney is at least as renowned for it surfing 
culture as for its convict origins. On its eastern 
shore is Bondi Beach, one of the most famous 
and a mecca for surfers of all ages and skill 
levels. Arrange for a private surf lesson but first 
enjoy lunch at a well-known watering hole like 
Icebergs (1 Notts Ave.; 61-2-9365-9000), im-
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mediately recognizable by its oft-photographed 
pool, periodically flooded by ocean waves 
splashing over the edges before receding to the 
bay. End the afternoon with a coastal hike along 
the famous Bondi to Bronte walk, passing gor-
geous beaches and pretty parkland.

If you’re feeling adventurous, take the op-
portunity to scale the largest single-arch steel 
span in the world, Sydney’s Harbour Bridge 
(3 Cumberland St.; 61-2-8274-7777). Climbers, 
wearing special bridge suits and attached to a 
wire by carabiner, are rewarded at the summit 
with 360-degree views of the city, which are 
particularly memorable at twilight and sunrise. 
Afterward, go to Opera Bar (61-2-9247-1666), 
to sip a sundowner looking out over the harbor 
and the bridge you just conquered. Finish the 
evening at Tetsuya’s (529 Kent St.; 61-2-9267-
2900) or Ripples (1 Olympic Dr.; 61-2-9929-
7722). The former offers a 10-course French-
Japanese fusion tasting menu, while the latter is 
a casual spot under the Harbour Bridge.

Day 3  Sydney’s Suburbs
Darlinghurst and Paddington, to the southeast 
of the city, are bursting with local-designer 
boutiques and art galleries. Shop for luxurious 
fabrics and chic swimwear at Camilla & Marc 
(Shop 8, 2-16 Glenmore Rd.; 61-2-9331-1133) 
or high-tech digital prints and tailored pieces 
at Josh Goot (104 Glenmore Rd.; 61-2-8399-
0533). The nearby Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery (8 
Soudan Ln.; 61-2-9331-1919) showcases the best 
of Australia’s up-and-coming artists.  
To the northeast are the tony waterfront sub-
urbs of Vaucluse, Rose Bay and Double Bay, 
full of quaint cafés and private homes looking 
over the harbor from their hilltop perches. 
Catalina Rose Bay (1 Sunderland Ave., Lyne 
Park; 61-2-9371-0555), with its ocean views and 
award-winning menu, is an excellent choice for 
lunch in the area. Next door are the offices of 
Sydney Seaplanes (1 Vickery Ave., Rose Bay; 
61-2-9388-1978), which offers flights over the 
city that provide a new perspective on its beauty 

Clockwise from top left: The dining room at Mr. 
Wong; surfers on Bondi Beach; koalas at the 

zoo; raw bar lunch; an aerial of Sydney Harbor; 
climbing the Harbour Bridge at twilight
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Where to Stay
	Park	Hyatt
Beautifully designed and impeccably staffed, 

the Park Hyatt sets the standard for luxury ac-
commodations in Sydney. Reopened in 2012, with 
sexy new interiors and even more windows to take 
advantage of its spectacular harbor-side perch, 
the long, low four-story building curves along the 
waterfront, providing guests with stunning views of 
the bay and the opera house. The lobby feels more 
like a waterside living room than a hotel entrance. 

The 155 guest rooms have a sleek, urban 
aesthetic, with floor-to-ceiling windows and homey 
touches like books and local artwork. Each is outfit-
ted with the latest in apartment wizardry, and views 
can be enjoyed from the bath or private outdoor 
terrace. The furnished rooftop has a modest, at-
tractive pool, and the spa is elegant and inviting. 
Read Indagare’s review.

	The	Langham
Located in the Rocks historic area, the oth-

erwise discreet Langham (pictured, above) is given 
away by the light pink, vintage London taxi parked 
outside its door (and available for guest use). The 
stylish marble foyer features an atrium, several fire-
places and polished metal chandeliers along with 
chic touches like teal-upholstered chairs, patterned 
throw pillows and abundant floral bouquets.

This sophisticated yet whimsical aesthetic car-
ries through to the hotel’s 98 rooms and suites, 
which are decorated in a cream palette, with 
studded headboards and colorful photographs. 
The most coveted accommodations are the Terrace 
Rooms, named for their spacious patios overlook-
ing Darling Harbour and the cable-stayed Anzac 
Bridge. Atypical of boutique properties, the Lang-
ham offers a spa and health club, access to private 
tennis courts and an indoor swimming pool with a 
frescoed ceiling depicting the starry night sky.  
Read Indagare’s review.

Visit www.indagare.com for many more Sydney 
hotel reviews and recommendations in the city.

and layout. A more casual alternative is Doyles 
on the Beach (11 Marine Parade, Watsons Bay; 
61-2-9337-2007), where you can enjoy the low-
key, relaxed vibe for which Sydney is renowned. 
As beloved today as it was when it opened in 
1885, the surfer-chic eatery is a fabulous spot for 
a beachfront lunch of fish and chips.

After lunch, head across the harbor to Mos-
man and take the Ski Safari gondola to the 
100-year-old Taronga Zoo (Bradley’s Head 
Rd., Mosman; 61-2-9969-2777) to see some of 
Australia’s unique wildlife, including kangaroos, 
emus, koalas and platypus.

For a fun dinner, try the French-colonial-
inspired Mr. Wong (3 Bridge Ln.; 61-2-9240-
3000), which serves delicious Cantonese clas-
sics like duck buns and dim sum. The trendy, 
two-level dining space features antique furni-
ture, exposed brick walls and a lively but relaxed 
atmosphere created by bow-tied mixologists. 
To get a table, join the aspiring diners who start 
lining up before the doors open at 5:30 p.m.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/oceania-pacific/australia/sydney/the-rocks/hotels/park-hyatt-sydney/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/oceania-pacific/australia/sydney/the-rocks/hotels/langham-sydney/
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New York’s 
Winter Hot Spots
Freezing temperatures and early nightfall 
make winter in New York a time for 
hunkering down indoors, preferably at 
one of the city’s trendy restaurants. 

Clockwise: chicken 
and waffles and 

the dining room at 
Streetbird Rotis-

serie; the interior of 
Vaucluse; hamachi 
at O ya; the dining 
room at Sessanta; 

Sadelle’s bakery
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Over the past few months, the New 
York culinary world saw a number of 
launches by big-name chefs. British 

culinary star Jason Atherton made his New 
York debut with an eatery at the Edition hotel, 
and David Chang (of Momofuku fame) opened 
an East Village grab-and-go fried-chicken joint. 
Here are our favorite recent arrivals.

Untitled at the Whitney
Restaurateur par excellence Danny Meyer 
launched Untitled with Michael Anthony, 
executive chef and partner of the renowned 
Gramercy Tavern. The airy restaurant, on the 
ground floor of the Renzo Piano–designed 
Whitney Museum, specializes in seasonal Amer-
ican cuisine. The veggie-centric dishes—such 
as smashed cucumbers with sesame and soba 
noodles—are particularly memorable. Whitney 
Museum; 99 Gansevoort Street; 212-570-3670

O ya
In a sleek space in the Park South Hotel, the 
Japanese O ya is a great spot for a big night 
out. The exquisite 18- and 24-course omakase 
menus blend traditional cuisine with contempo-
rary flair. 122 East 28th Street; 212-204-0200

The Clocktower
Old Hollywood photos adorn the dark-wood 
walls of the Clocktower dining room, where chef 
Jason Atherton serves seasonal American cui-
sine with British gastropub influences, includ-
ing steak tartare and Dover sole. The Edition 
Hotel; 5 Madison Avenue; 212-413-4300

Vaucluse
Sister to Altamarea Group restaurants Marea 
and Ristorante Morini, the French-inspired 
Vaucluse was an immediate hit when it opened 
in the fall of 2015. The menu is filled with bras-

serie staples like pâté en croûte, dishes incorpo-
rating black truffles and chef Michael White’s 
signature fare, including a White Label Burger. 
100 East 63rd Street; 646-869-2300

Jams
The first iteration of Jonathan Waxman’s Jams, 
which opened on the Upper East Side in 1984, 
was shuttered after only five years. Its rein-
carnation in midtown has kept a few of the 
original’s menu classics as well as its glassware, 
but the vibe is decidedly different, high heeled 
scenesters having given way to a posher clien-
tele. The bistro is distinctly Californian in its 
fresh cuisine—an excellent grilled chicken and 
latkes with smoked salmon, corn and caviar, 
for example—and the eco-consciousness of 
its home, the new 1 Hotel Central Park. 1414 
Avenue of the Americas; 212-703-2007

Sadelle’s
New Yorkers are passionate about their bagels. 
Now Major Food Group has introduced a new 
challenger that is certain to give the old cham-
pions serious competition. Sadelle’s, the group’s 
Jewish-style deli, is luring New Yorkers with 
bagels, smoked fish and chocolate babka that 
are contenders for best in the city. Patrons seek-
ing heartier fare can bypass the café counter for 
the bistro, which serves pigs in blankets, grilled 
cheese on bagels and a variety of hearty chopped 
salads. 463 West Broadway; 212-776-4926

Fuku
With his fried-chicken joint in the East Vil-
lage, David Chang has reinvented the chicken 
sandwich, sparking it up with Asian spices and 
serving it with thick-cut fries. For an interesting 
twist on the Southern classic, try the off-menu 
Koreano, which is topped with a daikon-radish 
slaw. 163 First Avenue; no phone

food/wine
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giving back

During an Indagare-
planned family trip 
to Peru in 2015, Lisa 

Sheldon’s multiple roles as a 
fashion designer, social worker, 
mother of two and passionate 
traveler came together. After 
visiting the Amantani School 
in the Andes Mountains in the 
south of the country, Sheldon, 
who has a master’s in clinical 
social work from Columbia 
University and has worked 
with several fashion firms, in-
cluding Calvin Klein, decided 
she had to get involved. The 
school strives to bring the lo-
cal children out of poverty by 
equipping them with the skills 
necessary for successful ca-
reers. This goal and the integ-
rity of the operation so moved 
Sheldon that she launched the 

fashion label Amantani New 
York, which employs Peruvian 
techniques and materials 
and donates a percentage of 
proceeds to the school. Here 
Sheldon shares her experience 
of visiting the school and her 
plans to help the institution 
and communities it serves. 

Tell us about your Peru trip.
Our Indagare adventure to 
Peru gave birth to a long-
considered dream of mine. We 
hiked the Inca trail to Machu 
Picchu and were deeply moved 
by the spiritual connection the 
Incas had to the earth. They 
were a highly social, inclusive 
people who worshipped an 
earth goddess called Pa-
chamama. We experienced a 
natural energy when meeting 

various Peruvian individuals 
whose warmth and hospitality 
still resonates with me. How-
ever, the most extraordinary 
highlight for our entire family 
was our visit to the Aman-
tani School in Ccorca, which 
Indagare had thoughtfully 
arranged. While I loved Peru’s 
culture, food and glamorous 
hotels, I was most impacted 
and deeply moved by this 
school and its community. 

What about the Amantani 
school had the greatest effect 
on you and your family?
Amantani is about an hour’s 
drive from Cusco over rough 
roads. The valley where the 
school is located is one of the 
most picturesque places I have 
ever seen, a Quechua district 

An Indagare Member’s 
Profound Peru Trip
After a life-changing trip to Peru, Lisa Sheldon started a 
fashion line whose proceeds go to aid a special school.
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nestled high in the Andes 
Mountains of Southern Peru. 
Unfortunately, the local people 
are very poor and have to work 
from a young age. Many of the 
children had to walk for up to 
eight hours each day to get to 
and from school.  

In 2008 a group of dedicat-
ed foreign and local individu-
als established the Amantani 
School as a place for children 
to live together and learn 
skills that would allow them 
to transform their community. 
Many of the local families 
initially resisted, but today the 
school brings residents hope 
and gives the children a chance 
for a real future. The energy is 
infectious, and the students are 
happy and eager to learn. They 
need funds to continue their 

mission. Just two days after 
our visit, I created Amantani 
New York to supply a needed 
revenue source for the school.

How have you combined 
Peruvian weaving traditions 
with modern style?
My line draws inspiration from 
the Incan connection to the 
earth and uses baby-alpaca 
fleece, which is incredibly soft 
and durable. Each Amantani 
New York piece has its own 
character because it is indi-
vidually made from cloth hand 
spun by women using tech-
niques that have been passed 
down for generations. We use 
the Incan triangle loom to 
weave, and I love the organic 
shapes and sensuous silhou-
ettes that can be designed on 

the ancient tool. I want these 
pieces to reflect traditional 
Peruvian designs with a slight 
modern edge.

How would you like to see 
proceeds from your sales 
spent to benefit Amantani?
I would like to see better 
facilities, higher enrollment 
rates and more teachers at 
the school. Most important, I 
would like to see the children 
graduate and have better lives 
than past generations.

What other aspects of visit-
ing Peru were your favorites?
The central and northern parts 
of the country are dominated 
by the Andes Mountains, 
which are so close to the equa-
tor that they are green even at 
altitudes far higher than the 
highest parts of the Rockies. 
The impact of the people, 
culture, food, museums and 
incredible scenery will stay 
with me forever.

Clockwise 
from left: Lisa 
Sheldon and 
her husband; 
students walking 
to school; an 
Amantani New 
York sweater; 
playtime at 
the Amantani 
School; Lisa 
with some of the 
local children.

Amantani New York sweaters 
are available for purchase 
through the Indagare Souk site 
on Shop Latitude. The long 
alpaca wool sweaters, available 
in gray, oatmeal and ivory, are 
sublimely soft and super luxe. 
To see photographs, learn more 
and make a purchase, visit 
shoplatitude.com. To learn 
about Amantani School, visit 
amantani.org.uk. For informa-
tion on Amantani New York de-
signs, go to amantaniny.com.
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member postcard

Clockwise from top left: the Northern Lights; 
Strokkur geyser; the Black Pearl Apartments; 

Grillmarkadurinn; sunset; billiards at Hótel Rangá
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Iceland is otherworldly. Every day there offers 
something new to see, and it is all spectacular. 
While we toured for about nine hours a day, 

we were always thrilled with each new visit and 
discovery. Most importantly, our guide taught us 
to appreciate Iceland as a miniaturized version 
of our planet and what it is capable of. We felt 
the power of the vast Sólheimajökull glacier, 
the massive Gulfoss waterfall, the cathedral 
organ–like basalt outcroppings, the soft blue 
icebergs melting onto the black sand beaches in 
anticipation of the high tide and their final trip 
to sea and, finally, the hot springs bubbling over 
the low lava-rock lagoons and streams to form a 
dancing sulfurous steam.

Our deluxe suite at Reykjavik’s Black Pearl 
Apartments (blackpearlreykjavik.com) was 
huge and beautifully designed. The aesthetic is 
modern Scandinavian, with such cozy com-
forts as heated floors and high-end furniture. 
It felt like home, and one evening we even had 
a wine-and-cheese predinner party for friends 
who were also visiting Reykjavik. The hotel is 
superbly located for walking to great shopping, 
the church and all the best restaurants in the 
city. We enjoyed having three days to relax and 
explore before the major touring started. Our 
favorite meal was a five-course feast with wine 
pairings at Dill (12 Hverfisgata; 354-552-1522). 
Dishes, which incorporated Arctic char, purple 
carrots and beet foam, were as delicious as they 
were beautiful. Another favorite meal was at 
Grillmarket (101 Laekjargata; 354-571-7777).

Visiting the Highlands (Landmannalaugar) 
is a must. It is one of those places whose beauty 
is almost impossible to describe. The softness 
of the moss that forms in pillows on thousands 
of years of lava flow formations, the volcano 
craters where you feel like you might fall off the 
edge with one more step and the fun of driving 
through the remote, untouristed landscape are 

all incredible. The Thórsmörk Valley, studded 
with farms and plentiful sheep, was the high-
light of this region, and it warrants spending 
another day in the Highlands. 

On our tour of the east coast, we stopped 
at a new museum that documents the 2010 
eruption of the Eyjafjallajökull Volcano and 
what happened to the surrounding countryside. 
The video showed what no guide could put into 
words: dramatic floods, miles of ash covering 
the farms and entire roads wiped away. 

We stayed at Country Hotel Anna (hotelan-
na.is), the former country house of a famous 
Icelandic woman who grew up there and went 
on to travel the world. Although very basic, our 
room was comfortable enough for one night, 
and we had a very memorable dinner, served 
by Anna’s granddaughter. It was great to spend 
a night here while visiting the eastern part of 
Iceland instead of making the long drive back 
to Reykjavik. As a plus, we visited our guide’s 
uncle, who lives nearby in an old farmhouse, so 
we got to experience the dichotomy of agricul-
tural Iceland versus modern Reykjavik.

In the Golden Circle, we stayed at Hótel 
Rangá (hotelranga.is). We found it a bit tired 
and got bored of the same menu items after two 
nights. The property does, however, have an 
observatory where we could see flaring stars and 
the Northern Lights from the comfort of lounge 
chairs with thick wool blankets. We lucked out 
with the weather, and during the trip, were able 
to see the Northern Lights three times.

Back in Reykjavik, we stayed at Hotel Alda 
(aldahotel.is). Although we appreciated the 
hipster ambiance, our room was a bit small and 
didn’t feel very special. It was, however, nice to 
experience a different part of the city.

For help planning your trip to Iceland, contact our Book-
ings Team. Read more on Iceland on indagare.com.

In Awe of Iceland
Indagare member Margaret Cruz recently visited Iceland. 
Here are her impressions of her Indagare-planned trip.
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Soho 
Farmhouse

Indagare’s Amelia Osborne got 
a first look at the hottest new 

English retreat.

Clockwise: the Farmhouse exterior; a studio cabin; 
a one-bedroom cabin; the Farmshop and Deli
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just back from...

Cotswolds 
Eats
Although many guests 
will be very happy to take 
all their meals at one of 
the Farmhouse’s many 
eateries, those who wish 
to venture off-property will 
find excellent restaurants 
worth sampling.

Wild Rabbit
The Wild Rabbit pub’s recent 
renovation has replaced all 
that was dark and dingy with 
light, open spaces and calming 
colors, the result resembling 
a cross between Scandina-
vian chic and English country 
comfort. The menu is full of 
hearty favorites like terrines 
and roasts. Church Street, 
Kingham; 44 (0)1608-658-389

Daylesford
The network of organic farms, 
shops and cottages that form 
Lady Carole Bamford’s Dayles-
ford empire has its hub in this 
sleepy village, from which it 
takes its name. Connoisseurs 
of gourmet organic food can 
stock up at the Farmshop or 
sample the fare at the excellent 
café and pizza bar before or 
after perusing the luxe offerings 
at the housewares store. Day-
lesford; 44 (0)1608-731-700

Wheatsheaf
When the Wheatsheaf Inn 
opened in the lovely Cotswolds 
village of Northleach in 2011, it 
adopted the best traditions of 
historical coaching inns. Its su-
perb selection of ales, convivial 
atmosphere and excellent food 
have made it an instant hit with 
the cool Cotswolds set, many 
of whom bring along their dogs 
when they come for a drink or 
a bite by the fireplace.  
West End, Northleach; 44 
(0)1509-890-320

In a bucolic English land-
scape of grazing sheep, dry-
stone walls, fairytale villages 

and the occasional Roman 
ruin, the hottest news this year 
was the introduction of Soho 
Farmhouse. Locals and week-
enders were equally unsure 
what to make of the project 
as it was being developed—at 
breakneck speed, completed 
within a record 15 months. 
But since the property’s 
opening, reaction has been 
overwhelming adoration, a not 
inconsequential feat, given the 
traditionalism of rural Brits.

The property belongs to the 
members-only Soho House, 
which has clubs around the 
world, largely situated in sexy, 
urban areas. With Soho Farm-
house, located in idyllic coun-
tryside one-and-a-half hours 
west of London, it demon-
strates that it can do pastoral 
equally well. Nick Jones, the 
brand’s owner and visionary, 
was personally responsible for 
many of the design elements 
and thoughtful inclusions, 
such as a lake on the previous-
ly waterless property, vintage 
milk carts that offer guests 
rides and a store selling the 
same bowls, blankets and rain 
jackets provided in the rooms.

Soho Farmhouse is decid-
edly family friendly and seems 
to be targeting long-time 
members who have grown up 

and had kids. The 40 one- to 
three-bedroom farmhouse-
chic cabins (some with bunk 
beds) that dot the 100-acre 
grounds are all equipped with 
kitchenettes or full kitchens, 
comfy lounge areas, board 
games and picnic supplies. 
When they book, guests are 
asked their shoe size and 
height, so that the seafoam-
green Foffa bikes and wellies 
provided for use during their 
stay fit them to a T.

Certain cabins are particu-
larly romantic, with fireplaces, 
outdoor bathtubs, four-poster 
beds and record players. The 
spa is an oasis of calm, with 
treatment rooms, steam, sau-
na, ice bath and mudrooms, 
plus a soaking tub for two.

There are four tennis courts, 
a soccer field, a gym and a 
cycling studio, as well as an in-
door/outdoor infinity pool that 
seems to flow into the lake. 
Soho Farmhouse is also home 
to a dozen ponies and horses 
available for lessons as well as 
casual trail rides. 

Dining options abound, 
all dishing up spectacularly 
delicious food whose prepara-
tion is overseen by British chef 
extraordinaire Tom Aikens. 
Guests inspired to put on an 
apron can take cooking classes 
using ingredients picked from 
the adjacent kitchen garden. 
Read Indagare’s review. 

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/europe/england/cotswolds/offthebeatenpath/hotels/soho-farmhouse/
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In the Caribbean, luxury newcomers tend to 

be confined to a handful of glam islands like 
St. Barth’s and Anguilla. So the opening of 

Belle Mont Farm earlier this year on the West 
Indies isle of St. Kitts was big news. Adding 
to the buzz, the striking property is not just a 
hotel but part of an ambitious sustainability 
project that includes a 400-acre organic farm. 
It’s a combination that has a strong appeal for 
couples, families and groups of friends seeking 
an active and socially responsible alternative to 
traditional Caribbean flop-and-drops.

Bill Bensley, the mastermind responsible 
for many of Aman’s resorts, designed the seven 
multiunit farmhouses and 12 three- and four-
bedroom villas that are tucked into the lushly 
planted hillside (read: not right on the beach) 

property. Many of the villas have their own 
pools, and all accommodations afford sweep-
ing views of the turquoise water stretching to 
neighboring clusters of islands.  

Interiors reference the local vernacular, 
decorated with patterned cottons in tones of 
blue and cream, works by local artists and 
spacious armoires in the British colonial style. 
Cozy upholstered window seats, big enough for 
two, are perfect for whiling away the afternoon 
curled up with a good book or stretched out for 
a siesta. The comfortable rooms are outfitted 
with iPod docks and movie projectors, as well as 
minibars stocked with beautifully made organic 
bath products in addition to the usual snacks 
and sips. The spacious bathrooms are alfresco, a 
feature that will appeal to nature romantics but 

St. Kitts’s Sustainable Stunner
A former sugar plantation transformed into a ecofriendly community, Belle 
Mont Farm is located on one of the relatively few unspoiled islands in the 
Caribbean. Indagare’s Bruce Lazarus gets a first look.
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spotlight

perhaps put off other guests, who might dread 
insect encounters at night.

The property includes a stunning golf course 
which is also touted as the world’s first “or-
ganic” course (it is maintained without the use 
of chemicals). Much of Belle Mont feels like an 
edible paradise. There are 100 different types 
of mangos that grow on-property (“Pick Me” 
signs indicate the many fruit trees across the 
expansive grounds). Golfing, hiking through the 
rainforest up to nearby Mount Liamuiga, and 
biking through the local villages are just some 
of the ways to keep active—and you want to be 
active after partaking in the sumptuous meals.

Nearly all of the ingredients for the farm-to-
table menus offered by Belle Mont’s ambitious 
restaurants are grown in the property’s many 

organic gardens or supplied by local farmers, 
fishermen and foragers. The Kitchen and Mill 
Bar, which have been masterfully incorporated 
into the ruins of an old stone sugar mill, serve 
a Sunday brunch buffet that draws both locals 
and hotel guests, as well as a chef ’s choice din-
ner held in the garden under the stars that is a 
true highlight. Guests can also eat at the Farm, 
Arthur’s or Rolling Mango. By the end of 2015, 
these will be joined by still another option: 
an outpost of New York’s fabled Blue Hill at 
Stone Barns, whose chef, Dan Barber, has long 
preached the benefits of sustainability, eco-con-
sciousness and locally sourced ingredients. Read 
Indagare’s review.

Good to Know
Sun and sea lovers need to be aware that Belle 
Mont Farm is up in the hills, and the beach fa-
cilities are a 15-minute drive from most accom-
modations. Also, banish all thoughts of white 
expanses; the beach is a small stretch of gray 
volcanic sand adjacent to a fishing village. 

Getting There
There are direct flights from New York to St. 
Kitts and Nevis in season, as well as connections 
through Miami, San Juan and St Maarten. Belle 
Mont Farm guests are greeted plane-side in St. 
Kitts and driven to a private lounge while im-
migration formalities are processed.

Who Should Stay
Travelers seeking the atmosphere of the “old Ca-
ribbean” will appreciate St. Kitts, an island not 
yet affected by mass tourism. Belle Mont Farm 
offers pampering along with the chance to learn 
about local culture, flora and fauna.

To read more about Belle Mont Farm, visit www.indagare.
com. To book a stay, contact us: 212-988-2611.

Clockwise from top left: lounging poolside; 
a guesthouse; the Great House; an al 

fresco bathroom; the golf course

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/articles/st-kitts-spotlight-belle-mont-farm/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/caribbean/caribbean-caribbean/articles/st-kitts-spotlight-belle-mont-farm/
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indagare matchmaker

Austrian Ski Towns
Indagare’s Caroline Hansen reports on four of Austria’s best 
ski resorts, all of which offer very different experiences.

For culture buffs: Innsbruck

With an impressive history, a beautiful old town 
and some 30 museums and art galleries, Inns-
bruck offers plenty to do beyond the slopes. 
Vibe: A city experience with Alps access.
Best for: A group or family of both skiers and 
nonskiers who want to combine active pursuits 
with intellectual ones. 
Top Attractions: The Panorama Museum, the 
Zaha Hadid–designed Bergisesl Ski Jump, the 
Imperial Palace and the Court Church, where 28 
bronze statues stand solemn guard at the stately 
cenotaph of Habsburg emperor Maximilian I. 
Getting There: Innsbruck Airport is serviced 
by frequent flights from Vienna and Frankfurt, 
which are both international hubs.
Keep in Mind: Innsbruck is a popular tourist 
destination, so if you are seeking a secluded 
mountain village holiday, consider another 
resort town, or stay in a neighboring hamlet 
with easy access to the city, such as Seefeld, 30 
minutes away by car.

For advanced skiers: St. Anton

St. Anton am Arlberg is a hotspot for thrill-
seeking skiers. Along with its challenging runs 
and dramatic peaks, the town has a lively, fun 
scene of bars and restaurants, so visitors can 
end a day on the mountain with music and 
drinks. The mountain village is both traditional 
and modern, with an international energy gen-
erated by the broad range of travelers it attracts 
from all over the world. 
Vibe: Serious skiing and lively après-ski.
Best for: Young couples, families with older 
children, die-hard skiers and snowboarders.
Top Attractions: The Museum of St. Anton, the 
Valluga viewing platform and the WunderWan-
derWeg hiking trail.  
Getting There: Drive one hour from the Inns-
bruck airport or just over two hours from the 
Zurich airport.
Keep in Mind: St. Anton skiers have access 
to the entire Arlberg area, with its 211 miles of 
marked runs and multiple off-piste possibilities. c
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For glam seekers: Kitzbühel

A playground for the rich and the famous, Kitz-
bühel is perfect for those who aren’t dedicated 
to hitting the slopes day after day. (Because of 
its relatively low altitude, perfect snow here 
is not a given.) The town is home to the epic 
Hahnenkamn, a downhill race on the alpine ski-
ing circuit that attracts an international crowd. 
Kitzbühel also has some great golf courses, 
making it a popular summer destination as well. 
Vibe: Socializing with a side of skiing. 
Best for: Recreational skiers eager to experi-
ence the famous après-ski scene.
Top Attractions: Schwarzsee Lake in the sum-
mer and the famous Hahnenkamn downhill 
course in the winter.
Getting There: Drive one hour from the Salz-
burg or Innsbruck airports, or two hours from 
Munich. 
Keep in Mind: The town’s peak-to-peak gon-
dola links popular ski areas together, providing 
access to 20,000 feet of vertical terrain.

For picky families: Lech

The picturesque town of Lech offers consistently 
good skiing and luxury accommodations. As in 
St. Anton, skiers here have access to the entire 
Arlberg area. Once a small farming village, Lech 
remains relatively secluded, giving it a more 
exclusive, five-star feel than other Austrian 
resorts. This also means it is relatively quiet, 
which families may find especially appealing.
Vibe: A sophisticated, secluded getaway. Best 
for: Families, especially with young kids.
Top Attractions: Arlberg’s famous White Ring, 
the Strolz Sport and Mode store, hilltop huts for 
lunch after a hike.
Getting There: Drive one and a half hours from 
the Innsbruck airport or two hours from Zurich. 
The last leg of the drive is very windy and steep, 
so take precautions.
Keep in Mind: Lech comprises four areas—
Lech, Oberlech, Zug and Stubenbach—but tour-
ists will likely visit only Lech and Oberlech. The 
nearby town of Zürs makes a fun day trip.m
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Insider Trip: 
The Dolomites
This fall, Indagare founder Melissa 
Biggs Bradley and eleven members 
explored Italy’s northern Alps.

spotlight
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Clockwise from top left: a beach stroll; 
an ocean room and the patio at Sandy 
Lane; a candlelit dinner at The Cliff
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strategies

Many Caribbean islands have little more 
than sun, sand and luxury hideouts to 
recommend them. Barbados, however, 

offers a dynamic holiday experience that appeals 
to surfers, foodies, culture hounds and families. 
Here are six things to know when planning a 
vacation on the island. 

1. The east coast is rugged, wild — and 
amazingly uncrowded.
Barbados’s eastern shore offers big surf, unique 
geological formations and windblown palm 
trees. It also is relatively untouristed, compared 
with the busier west coast, where most of the 
high end-resorts reside. Visitors looking to get 
off the beaten path stay at the Atlantis Hotel 
(www.atlantishotelbarbados.com), a charming 
bed and breakfast.

2. Barbados is a year-round destination.
Thanks to its location in the southeastern 
Caribbean, outside most hurricane patterns, 
Barbados experiences stable weather year-
round. August is the rainy season, but even then 
precipitation usually amounts to no more than a 
five-minute shower each day.

3. The island offers a wealth of cultural 
activities.
Barbados’s annual Crop Over, which dates back 
to 1688 and ushers in the fall harvest, is one 
of the oldest and most popular festivals in the 
Caribbean. Throngs of people congregate in the 
streets and dance to soca music, which is similar 

Barbados: Six to Know
More than 300 years of British rule endowed Barbados with a quaint English 
charm that, coupled with its fine dining and plentiful activities, as well as year-round 
sunshine, makes it one of the Caribbean’s most reliably luxurious destinations.

to calypso. The Crop Over festival typically runs 
in August but many other festivals occur at dif-
ferent times of the year, including the National  
Independence Festival of Creative Arts (Novem-
ber) and Barbados Gospelfest (May).

4. Visitors can choose from a wide 
range of accommodations.
Despite its small size ( just 166 square miles), 
Barbados offers varied lodging options, from the 
modern, adults-only House (thehousebarbados.
com) to such family-friendly properties as the 
preppy Coral Reef Club (coralreefbarbados.
com) and glitzy Sandy Lane (sandylane.com). 
A number of stunning villas are also available 
to rent through Indagare’s preferred real estate 
agency partners.

5. Dining options abound...
The Caribbean’s only Zagat-rated island, Barba-
dos boasts outstanding restaurants, so visi-
tors are not restricted to their hotel for meals. 
Daphne’s (Paynes Bay; 246-432-2731) serves 
Italian cuisine and excellent seafood in a teak-
walled dining room with ocean views. The Cliff 
(Derricks; 246-432-1922) is an open-air eatery 
with a prix-fixe Caribbean menu. 

6. ...as well as some great shopping.
The best boutiques are in Holetown, includ-
ing Parisian transplant Un Dimanche à Paris 
(Limegrove Mall; 246-271-8205) and Studio 
(Chattel Village), which stocks gorgeous wood-
block printed textiles from India.
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travel tips

From top: an aerial of Alto; a suite and the dining 
room at Awasi; the view from the spa at Tierra
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Chile’s Atacama Desert 
is an almost other-
worldly combina-

tion of salt flats, lagoons, hot 
springs and Martian-like 
valleys. Its sheer expanse of 
open space can boggle a city 
dweller’s mind. Here are some 
important tips to keep in mind 
when planning a trip.

Be sure it’s right for you
Atacama is an ideal getaway 
for travelers who want to 
experience Chile’s culture and 
natural grandeur and are look-
ing for adventure rather than 
luxury. Children ages 10 and 
up will enjoy the experience, 
but younger ones will probably 
not appreciate it fully. Some 
resorts, like Alto, have spas, 
but the focus here is on explor-
ing the surrounding area, not 
the property’s amenities. 

Visit during South Ameri-
ca’s spring or summer
Chile’s seasons run opposite 
to those in the Northern 
Hemisphere. The temperature 
begins to drop in June, making 
some of the excursions difficult 
to enjoy. The months from 
November through March are 
the best time to go — and the 
busiest. Since the hotels are 
relatively small, it is important 
to plan ahead. 

Atacama Desert 101
Adventurous travelers will find the Atacama’s dramatic terrain hard to resist. 
Indagare’s Katie Stewart recently returned from a visit to the world’s highest—and 
driest—desert and shares some key pointers for a successful trip.

Pack appropriately
Be sure to bring layers and 
plenty of sunscreen. You’ll be 
spending most days out in 
the elements, and because of 
the elevation, the sun can be 
extremely strong. At the same 
time, the temperature can 
easily be 20 degrees cooler in 
the shade and even chillier at 
night. Wearing layers makes it 
easy to add or shed clothing as 
needed. You don’t need to pack 
canteens, which most hotels 
will provide, but you must 
remember to keep them filled.

Don’t forget your camera. 
The stunning landscapes 
and lighting make it almost 
impossible not to take beauti-
ful photos. If you use a DSLR 
camera, consider bringing a 
tripod along to capture images 
of the sky at night.

Rise with the birds
Some phenomena are best 
experienced in the early morn-
ing light, which means rising 
before the sun. To catch the 
waterworks at their peak, for 
example, you should plan to 
arrive at Tatio Geysers right af-
ter dawn, taking into account 
the almost-two-hour drive. 

Stay up late
Because of its altitude and low 
humidity, the Atacama Desert 

is superb for stargazing. Night-
time excursions with an expert 
guide to view the dramatic 
star-strewn sky, offering clear 
views of the Milky Way, are 
available, and hotels lend 
guests telescopes to witness 
the astronomic wonders.

Plan time in Santiago
Getting to Atacama requires 
a stop in Chile’s capital, and 
you should plan to spend a 
few days exploring the city and 
surrounding area. Stay at the 
Singular Hotel (thesingular.
com) in the upscale Lastarria 
neighborhood, a calm haven 
amid the urban bustle. A va-
riety of tours are available for 
experiencing the local culture, 
from exploring the food and 
fish markets to biking around 
the Casablanca Valley wine 
region. The port town and 
UNESCO World Heritage site 
of Valparaíso is well worth 
the day trip from Santiago. 
Indagare can arrange a one-
and-a-half-hour walking tour 
of the gorgeous city. 

If you’re planning to extend 
your itinerary to Patagonia or 
elsewhere in the region, San-
tiago makes a nice stop before 
moving on to the next destina-
tion. Otherwise, the city can be 
tacked on to the beginning or 
end of a trip to Chile.
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destination report

Best of Hawaii
To fully experience this special destination, you have to venture beyond Hawaii’s 
beautiful resorts, even if they are among the best in the country. The Indagare 
Travel team maps out the ideal way to visit the fiftieth state.

The first time I traveled to Hawaii, our 
Maui-based friends took my husband 
and me to a secluded beach frequented 

mostly by locals. People were sprawled on 
towels, toddlers waded in the shallow water, and 
teenagers body-surfed. Suddenly, a collective 
murmur arose, and faces turned to the horizon. 
We stood up, eyes straining, and just made out a 
row of columns of white mist, the telltale sign of 
a group of whales passing in the far distance.

The whole beach exploded into action at 
once, everyone—young and old—sprinting 
toward the ocean. “Come on,” our friends yelled, 
and we joined the stampede, kicking up sand 
until we reached the water and jumped in. 
Still not sure of the goal of this group submer-
sion, I opened my eyes underwater to observe 
my fellow divers, who now appeared as still as 
sunken porcelain figurines. I imitated their slow 
floating, held my breath, listened. And then 
I heard it: an unhurried call and response of 
high-pitched whistles. The watery conversation 
reverberated all around, melodious and synco-
pated; piercing, ancient and endlessly wise. The 
whale song came to us across miles of deep blue 
sea, and as long as we could bear the cold water, 
we rose quickly to catch our breath, went back 
under, listened in awe, felt our hearts shatter. 

Besides the breathtaking experience of hear-
ing humpback whales singing to one another 
beneath the sea, what I remember best about 
this Maui afternoon is the locals’ response. 
Surely everyone on the beach except us had 
heard these calls before—after all, everyone 
knew exactly what to do—but back on shore the 
excitement was palpable, as if we had all just 
shared this wonder for the first time. 

Like many resort island destinations, Hawaii 
is saddled with a host of stereotypes, many of 

them kitschy—mai tais, leis, bright-colored 
shirts on pasty-skinned men. But devoted 
visitors and natives know that there’s some-
thing deeply spiritual and mythical about these 
islands, floating in the middle of the Pacific like 
a sprinkling of fairy dust some 2,500 miles from 
California, the nearest mainland area. Con-
nection to the land and nature is not a cheesy 
marketing gimmick; it’s something that attuned 
tourists sense immediately upon arrival. 

Each island has its own drama: the sharp in-
cisions of Kauai’s Na Pali Coast, the molten lava 
of Big Island’s Kilauea, the cascading waterfalls 
of central Maui, the big waves racing to Oahu’s 
northern shore. No wonder that Hawaiian my-
thology is full of deities, spirits and guardians 
embodying phenomena like the dawn, the sun, 
volcanoes, the sky. Experiencing nature here can 
be intense. All over Hawaii, even on built-up 
Oahu, are remote areas that are difficult to ac-
cess, and on Big Island you can go from bikini to 
down parka during a short drive up Mauna Kea.   

Aloha, a greeting used in complete earnest-
ness by locals, connotes much more than wel-
come or hello. It derives from Proto-Polynesian, 
and its meanings include love, affection, peace 
and presence. The word may be overused—as 
the state nickname, for instance—but if you 
travel with eyes and ears open during your 
Hawaiian journey, you will have many moments 
in which you sense its true significance. We 
felt it standing on that Maui beach, watching 
the whale spouts disappear into the distance. 
We, as guests to the island, had been welcomed 
to share this experience, and everyone had 
emerged from the water feeling deeply con-
nected not only to the natural world but also to 
each other. We stood on the shore together in 
awe and, a little, in love. ~SIMONE GIRNER
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Lay of the Land
The fiftieth U.S. state, Hawaii comprises eight 
major islands and many smaller ones, as well 
as numerous islets and rocks. The most tour-
isted of the major islands are the Big Island of 
Hawaii, Maui, Lanai, Oahu and Kauai. Lesser-
known ones include Kahoolawe, to the south-
west of Maui, which is uninhabited because 
of the lack of fresh water; Molokai, former 
site of a leper colony, which does not encour-
age visitors; and Niihau, privately owned and 
managed by brothers who inherited the island 
and control who is invited to visit, joining the 
mere hundred or so residents.

The nearest continent is 2,500 miles and 
two times zones distant from the archipelago, 
which stretches over 1,600 miles, roughly the 
distance between New York and Florida. Near-
ly 1.3 million people call Hawaii home, with 
the overwhelming majority living on Oahu.

There are direct flights from New York to 
Honolulu and from the West Coast to Maui, 
the Big Island and Kauai. Traveling within 
the archipelago for the most part requires 
flying on local airlines, but ferry service is 
also available, including between Maui and 
Lanai. It’s a good idea to rent a car (or even 
better, a Jeep) if you plan to explore an island. 
Airports have rental agency desks, but be sure 
to book ahead, particularly during popular 
vacation times.

A tourist destination year-round, Hawaii 
gets most visitors over Christmas and in the 
summer. The weather is generally pleasantly 
warm. January and February are typically 
the coolest and wettest months, with average 
temperatures around 70 to 75 degrees. In 
summer and fall, the mercury can reach as 
high as 85 degrees. 

destination report: hawaii

Book My Trip: The Indagare Advantage
We	Know	More…
Our team is con-
stantly traveling, 
to give you the 
most relevant and 
up-to-date recom-
mendations and 
itineraries.

We	Think	More…
We are frequent 
travelers and we 
pool our knowl-
edge and mem-
bers’ feedback to 
tweak the details of 
your trip. 

We	Care	More… 
There’s no such 
thing as a “best” 
hotel or destina-
tion. We customize 
all your trips based 
on your prefer-
ences.

We	Do	More… 
Think of us as your 
advocates who go 
above and beyond 
to ensure that each 
trip is packed with 
special touches.

We	Get	More… 
We secure special 
rates and amenities 
at hundreds of 
properties world-
wide, including 
upgrades and VIP 
treatment.

There is no bookings fee for Indagare members. Contact us at 212-988-2611 or bookings@indagare.com.

Kauai

Puuwai
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The Big Five: Hawaii’s Islands
Indagare contributor Noelle Salmi on what makes each island unique.

OAHU
Hawaii’s most populous island is also its top 
destination for innovative restaurants, music 
and culture. Some of the state’s best-known 
locations, like Waikiki, Pearl Harbor and the 
North Shore, with its fearsome waves, are here.
Best for: Travelers who want to spice up their 
beach time with some urban energy, and history 
buffs, who will enjoy the only royal palace in the 
United States, the Pearl Harbor Memorial and 
the midcentury haunts of Hollywood legends.
Where to Stay: Waikiki offers easy access to the 
best shopping and nightlife, but you may opt 
for a little more serenity in luxe resorts outside 
town, like the Four Seasons, opening in 2016.
Keep in Mind: Although pristine beaches 
and excellent hiking are only a few miles from 
Waikiki/Honolulu, roads are gridlocked during 
commuting hours. Drive at off-peak times.
Special Spots: Pearl Harbor Museum, Dia-
mondhead, the North Shore.
Favored Activities: Dining, nightclubbing, 
museumgoing, shopping, surfing.

KAUAI 
Hawaii’s northernmost island feels a little wilder 
than its southern neighbors, as even its luxury 
accommodations often have a bohemian vibe. 
Hikers are drawn to the startling Na Pali cliffs 
(featured on our cover), while surfers relish the 
stellar, and less crowded, waves.
Best for: Adventure seekers, who will appreci-
ate Kauai’s world-class hiking and surfing, as 
well as opportunities to kayak, snorkel and sail.
Where to Stay: Hanalei Bay and quaint Hana-
lei town, located at its midpoint, beckon with 
their relaxed vibe. Princeville is home to the 
area’s only luxury resort, the St. Regis.
Keep in Mind: Kauai’s 432 inches of annual 
rainfall make it the wettest and coolest Hawai-
ian island. Its south side, near Poipu, is dryer.
Special Spots: The 10-mile-long Waimea Can-
yon, the “Grand Canyon of the Pacific,” and the 
fantastical Na Pali cliffs, which are best visited 
by boat or helicopter.
Favored Activities: Hiking, surfing, yoga, kaya-
king, snorkeling.
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destination report: matchmaker

THE BIG ISLAND 
Hawaii’s largest island is still growing, thanks to 
a continually erupting volcano. Cattle ranches, 
coffee plantations and the Victorian houses of 
Hilo remind visitors of an earlier era, while the 
snow-capped peaks of Mauna Kea and Mauna 
Loa overlook 11 climate zones.
Best for: Travelers searching for authentic expe-
riences and a sense of history.
Where to Stay: The Four Seasons Hualalai is 
one of the world’s most acclaimed resorts.
Keep in Mind: The Big Island’s most fascinat-
ing attractions, like its lava fields and the Mauna 
Kea summit, are more than two hours by car 
from the Kona-Kohala coast.
Special Spots: Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
and the Maunakea Visitor Information Station.
Favored Activities: Seeing lava, stargazing, 
examining Polynesian petroglyphs, viewing the 
sacred ground of ancient Hawaiians.

MAUI
With its hillside mansions, luxe resorts, large 
beaches and dramatic topography, Maui takes 
your breath away.
Best for: Those whose idea of a perfect vacation 
is being pampered at a world-class spa and sip-
ping top-shelf cocktails at a posh pool scene. 

Where to Stay: Wailea is home to some of the 
island’s most renowned resorts and spas. For 
pampering without the bling, stay in Hana.
Keep in Mind: Although poolside lounging, 
celebrity chef restaurants and ultraluxe accom-
modations may be all you need, Maui’s striking 
natural splendors beg to be explored.
Special Spots: Hana, Haleakala National Park 
and the world-class Wailea spas.
Favored Activities: Tennis, spa treatments, 
water sports, browsing art galleries, whale 
watching, visiting different beaches.

LANAI 
Privately owned for nearly a century and a half, 
the 140-square-mile island has belonged to 
Oracle CEO Larry Ellison since 2012. It boasts 
pristine coasts, forested upcountry terrain and 
two Four Seasons, though both are currently 
closed for renovations. 
Where to Stay: The Four Seasons Manele Bay, 
set on a rocky coast, is due to reopen from a 
renovation in early 2016. 
Special Spots: Hulopoe Bay, where spinner 
dolphins swim, and Garden of the Gods, where 
natural lava sculptures adorn the red earth.
Favored Activities: Golf, horseback riding, clay 
shooting, hiking, exploring by jeep.

Indagare Resources:
Visit Indagare.com to read the complete 
in-depth destination guides on Hawaii’s five 
islands, including many more hotel, restaurant, 
shopping and activities reviews. Indagare 
members can also contact our award-winning 
Bookings Team for help making hotel arrange-
ments. As a preferred partner of Four Seasons 
among others, Indagare offers perks such as 
special rates, room upgrades, complimentary 
breakfast, dining and spa credits and other 
benefits at many of Hawaii’s best hotels. Elite 
and Connoisseur members can also work 
with a travel specialist to craft a more complex 
itinerary. indagare.com.
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The Big Island
Among the most fascinating places on earth, 
the Island of Hawaii, also known as the Big 
Island, is also one of the most diverse, with 
eleven climate zones, from rain forests to 

black-sand deserts.
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destination report: hawaii

“Big” is the operative word here. The island 
is about two times the size of Delaware and 
twice as large as all the other Hawaiian islands 
combined. And it’s still growing, thanks to 
the amount of lava spewing from the Kilauea 
volcano, enough to fill a football field every 
day. The Big Island is also home to the state’s 
highest point, Mauna Kea, which some say is 
the tallest mountain on earth, rising more than 
33,000 feet from its base on the ocean floor to 
a peak 13,796 feet above sea level. For visitors, 
it offers numerous hiking trails, scenic water-
falls, secluded villages and a spectacular resort. 
The Big Island is relatively unchanged from 50 
years ago, but with all the building going on, it’s 
unlikely to stay that way.

Lay of the Land
The Big Island’s west, or Kona, side is dry and 
sunny, with a mix of black- and white-sand 
beaches. The northern section, known as 
the Kohala Coast, is home to the Four Sea-
sons Resort Hualalai, as well as several golf 
courses, ancient trails and petroglyphs. Hawi, 
a 1.2-square-mile town, is located in the North 
Kohala district, once the center of the island’s 
sugarcane business. Inland and east from the 
Kohala Coast is Waimea, a sizable town that is 
the site of Parker Ranch, the largest working 
ranch in the state. The emerald Hamakua Coast, 
in the northeast, offers many fabulous sights, 
including the verdant Waipio Valley, the botani-
cal gardens and the island’s most spectacular 
waterfalls. To the east is the Hilo district, 
whose county seat, Downtown Hilo, is Hawaii’s 
second-largest city (after Honolulu) and the 
gateway to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.

Getting There
There are two major airports on the island: 
Hilo International and Kona International, 

which is only a half-hour drive from the luxury 
resorts along the Kohala Coast. Most major U.S. 
airlines offer direct flights from mainland cities 
to Kona, but visitors generally fly to Honolulu 
and switch to a commuter carrier for the half-
hour hop to the Big Island. Waimea has a small 
airport that is typically used for private charters.

Stay

 Four Seasons Resort Hualalai  
Part of the 865-acre Hualalai develop-

ment, the resort houses its 243 guest rooms 
and suites in two-story buildings that blend 
beautifully into the lushly landscaped grounds. 
Every one of the accommodations is a pleasure. 
Beautiful textiles capture the colors of the sea, 
the bathrooms are equipped with deep plunging 
tubs, and some suites have spalike steam show-
ers. Each room and suite also comes with a large 
outdoor space, whether a patio, a terrace or an 
outdoor shower clad in lava rock.

The structures where the rooms are located 
are arranged in crescent-shaped clusters, each 
embracing one of the property’s pools. These in-
clude a stunning see-and-be-seen extravaganza 
with breezy, blue-and-white-canvas cabanas and 
sweeping Pacific views, as well as a lap pool and 
a large, free-form kids’ pool, with a waterfall 
and a wading area for toddlers. The layout and 
the many kid-centered activities on offer—in-
cluding the Junior Marine Biologist program— 
assure that honeymooners and families with 
children can coexist in harmony.

Activities abound for adults as well. In addi-
tion to the many pools, there is a Jack Nicklaus–
designed 18-hole championship golf course, 
tennis courts, a climbing wall, a state-of-the-art 
gym and a cultural center where guests can try 
their hand (or hips) at hula and learn to bead 
a shell-crafted bracelet. The award-winning 
Hualalai Spa contains four indoor-outdoor 
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treatment rooms, as well as a serene relaxation 
garden. Nearby Kona Village has more gentle 
ocean access and offers extensive water sports, 
including outrigger canoeing, scuba, paddle 
boarding and surfing. Four Seasons can also 
arrange snorkeling to see spinner and bottle-
nose dolphins, deep-sea blue-marlin fishing, 
lei-making and ukulele lessons and tours of one 
of the nearby Kona coffee plantations. 

Beach Tree and ‘Ulu Ocean Grill make sus-
tainability a major goal. The resort can arrange 
an excursion to a farm with the head chef, who 
prepares an on-property lunch with the freshly 
picked ingredients. Read Indagare’s reivew.

Eat
Most of the gourmet restaurants are in the 
grand resorts, and the Four Seasons has two of 
the best. In addition, there are plenty of seafood 
joints and some good mom-and-pop cafés.

‘Ulu Ocean Grill 
At this restaurant in the Four Seasons, the focus 

is on the view. The menu pays homage to the 
bounty of the Pacific with sushi offerings as well 
as grilled seafood. Four Seasons Resort Huala-
lai; 808-325-8000

Da Poke Shack 
This storefront tucked among a group of nonde-
script condos is the best place on the Big Island 
to find poke, a Hawaiian version of ceviche 
consisting of raw fish cured in a dressing that 
typically includes soy sauce, sesame oil, seaweed 
and chili peppers. The lunch special here comes 
in a Styrofoam container with rice and another 
side, like Korean kimchi. 76-6246 Alii Drive 
Kailua-Kona; 808-329-7653

Hilo Homemade Ice Cream 
On your way to Volcanoes National Park, take a 
short detour to try one of the fantastic flavors—
like scrumptious macadamia nut, ginger or 
mango—scooped up at this little ice cream shop 
with a corrugated metal roof. 1477 Kalani-
anaole Avenue; 808-935-3895

Clockwise from left: Mauna Kea at sunset; 
Four Seasons Hualalai; a torchlighter with 
conch shell; a countryside church

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/hawaii/hawaii-big-island/kohala-coast/hotels/four-seasons-resort-hualalai/
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Merriman’s Waimea 
Located in upcountry Waimea, this island 
favorite takes advantage of the bounty of the Big 
Island’s farms, ranches and waters to turn out 
beautifully fresh dishes under the direction of 
chef-owner Peter Merriman, a three-time James 
Beard Award finalist. These are among the 
toughest tables to book, so call for reservations 
as soon you arrive on the Big Island. 65-1227 
Opelu Road Kamulea; 808-885-6822

The Beach Tree 
The Beach Tree at the Four Seasons is the 
perfect place to have a cocktail at sunset. 
The setting is beautiful, and the cocktails are 
delicious. If you decide to stay for dinner, the 
Mediterranean-inspired menu won’t disappoint. 
Four Seasons Resort Hualalai; 808-325-8000

See/Do
With four national recreation areas, an active 
volcano, an astronomy center, petroglyph hikes, 
golf courses, spas, and every water sport to 

choose from, you won’t have to settle for sun 
and a good book on the Big Island. Indagare 
members can contact our Bookings Team for 
help with trip planning, including customized 
recommendations and itineraries.

Helicopter Tours
Indagare’s favorite helicopter tour companies 
offer 50-minute or two-hour tours to see the 
island, including the wild Waipio Valley, with its 
multitude of waterfalls. 

Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park
Plan on spending a full day at Kilauea, the Big 
Island’s active volcano and the centerpiece of 
the 359-square-mile Volcanoes National Park. 
The current eruption began in 1983, and visitors 
get a firsthand look at the devastation of entire 
towns and even some historical landmarks. 
The Kilauea Visitor Center provides informa-
tion about the volcano and its history, including 
minute-by-minute updates on its lava flow. The 
park contains 60 miles of paved roads and 150 
miles of hiking trails, many of which take visi-
tors through old lava fields and around crater 
edges. Highway 11; 808-985-6000

Mauna Kea Summit 
Although Mauna Kea’s peak is just 13,796 feet 
above sea level, the gentle sloping volcano is ac-
tually 33,100 feet tall, measuring from its base 
on the ocean floor, which is taller than Mount 
Everest. The adventurous can motor to Mauna 
Kea’s summit in a four-wheel-drive vehicle and 
take a tour of the area, though many stay at the 
9,200-foot-high visitor station, which is open 
until 10 P.M. and offers spectacular night-sky 
viewing. With its high elevation and the area’s 
low humidity and lack of light pollution, this is 
one of the best places on earth for astronomical 
observations. 808-961-2180

destination report: hawaii
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Hundreds of years ago, the island of 
Oahu—and Honolulu in particular—
were the private domain of Hawaiian 

royalty. Today the Pacific paradise welcomes 
thousands of tourists from all over the world, 
a fact reflected in the plethora of Vietnamese 
restaurants, Catholic churches and Buddhist 
temples. Honolulu, the Aloha State’s capital, 
is also its cultural, shopping and fine-dining 
center. And despite its high-rise developments 
and increasingly complex network of highways, 
Oahu boasts many places as stunning in their 
natural beauty as any in the archipelago. 

 Island Elegance: Halekulani
The most sophisticated hotel on Waikiki 

Beach offers supreme service and sweeping 
vistas. Its 453 bright and airy rooms, spread out 
over five buildings, feature lots of wood, light 
hues and, in most cases, ocean views. For the 

ultimate in luxury, request the 2,135-square-foot 
Halekulani Suite. Designed by fashionista Vera 
Wang, it has a 642-square-foot porch and a 
two-person sunken tub. Gray’s Beach, which the 
hotel fronts, is small but offers every water sport 
from surfing to kayaking. Orchids restaurant 
is famous for its Sunday brunches and weekly 
lunch scene. Read Indagare’s review.

 On the Horitzon:  
Four Seasons Resort Oahu at Ko Olina

For its fifth Hawaiian resort, Four Seasons 
is taking over a former Marriott property on 
Oahu’s western shores next to the Lanikuhonua 
Cultural Estate and nature preserve. Due to 
open in 2016, the renovated 17-story main 
building will contain 358 guest rooms, almost 
all with water views, and five restaurants. There 
will be four pools, in addition to five white-sand 
beaches. The amenities will be top notch, as 

Oahu’s Other Side
Hawaii’s most populous isle is by far its busiest and 
boasts some of the state’s best restaurants and 
attractions. Indagare rounds up Oahu’s can’t-miss spots.

Clockwise from top: Diamond Head; 
Four Seasons Resort Oahu at Ko Olina; a 
hala lei; a room at the new Four Seasons

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/hawaii/hawaii-oahu/waikiki/hotels/halekulani/
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USS Arizona Memorial
If you have time for only one side trip while on Oahu, Pearl Harbor should 
be it. The memorial marks the resting place of the Arizona, which the 
Japanese air force sunk, entombing its 1,177 crew members, in the 
December 7, 1941 surprise attack that propelled the U.S. into World War 
II. More than 1.6 million people each year (many of them Japanese) come 
to view the ship, which is visible beneath 40 feet of water. There is a mu-
seum with exhibits about the attack and the U.S. involvement in the war. 
Also moving is a visit to the USS Missouri, the battleship on whose deck 
the Japanese surrendered in 1945. Indagare members can contact us to 
arrange a guided tour, bypassing the often long lines (212-988-2611).

you would expect, and include tennis courts, 
watersports, a spa and fitness center and access 
to a nearby golf course. fourseasons.com

Hot Table: Vintage Cave
Vintage Cave quickly became a foodie favorite 
when it opened in 2013. Each night’s tasting 
menu is built around the freshest local ingredi-
ents, through which the chef evokes a place and 
a tradition, from Japan to Hawaii.  
1450 Ala Moana Boulevard; 808-441-1744

Farm-to-Table Favorite: Town
A longtime favorite among locals and visitors 
who appreciate its commitment to sustain-
ability, Town serves New American cuisine in a 
casual dining room. Come early to experience 
the restaurant’s signature dish—gnocchi with 
sunchokes, capers and lemon—before it sells 
out; only 12 orders are filled each night.  
3435 Waialae Avenue; 80-735-5900

Local Flavor: Duc’s Bistro
This family-style restaurant, located in Hono-
lulu’s Chinatown, offers live music and consis-
tently excellent French-Vietnamese cuisine. It is 
the perfect spot for a comforting meal of shrimp 
and papaya salad, lemongrass chicken and 
banana tapioca pudding. 1188 Maunakea Street; 
808-531-6325

A New Take on Nightlife: Waimea Valley
Oahu’s lush interior served as a backdrop for 
Jurassic Park and the addictive television series 
Lost, and the stunning world beyond the beach-
es is even more memorable after dark. Waimea 
Valley is a historic nature park that includes 
botanic gardens featuring rare Hawaiian plants 
and endangered species, cascading waterfalls 
and spectacular stargazing. Contact Indagare to 
arrange a tour.

Do the Wave: Banzai Pipeline at Ehukai 
Beach Park
Oahu’s north coast is a mecca for world-class 
surfers, who flock to the dangerous, reef-laden 
waters to ride awesome waves that can reach 
50 feet high in the winter. The famous Triple 
Crown professional surf series is held here each 
year; sit on Ehukai Beach for unrivaled views of 
Banzai Pipeline, the last leg of the competition. 
Novices seeking to try their skill should take les-
sons on the less treacherous south shore. 

Homegrown Fun: Haleiwa Farmers Market
This farmers market (open on Thursdays only) 
is the perfect place to pick up souvenirs while 
mingling with islanders stocking up on locally 
grown produce. Sample specialties like lychee 
shaved ice and shop arts and crafts booths.  
59-864 Kamehameha Highway; 808-388-9696

destination report: hawaii
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Clockwise from left: a 
colorful street sign; a 
Lanai beach; a room 

and the main building 
at the Four Seasons 

Manele Bay; sushi at 
Nobu; Koele Church
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The last major Hawaiian island to be colo-
nized, the 141-square-mile Lanai was also 
the last to be discovered by tourists. It 

has been privately owned since 1922, when the 
Dole Food Company bought it for $1.1 million 
and turned it into the state’s—and eventually 
the world’s—largest pineapple plantation. In 
1987, then–company chairman David Murdock 
decided to plant a resort paradise on the island 
instead of pineapples. In the 1990s he spent a 
reported $400 million building two hotels that 
are now managed by Four Seasons: a resort 
on Manele Bay, with views of palms, and the 
upcountry Lodge at Koele, with views of pines. 
Each has a championship golf course, beauti-
fully landscaped gardens and an impressive art 
and antiques collection.

In 2012, Oracle CEO Larry Ellison bought 98 
percent of Lanai. In 2015 he closed both Four 
Seasons properties and began renovating the 
one on Manele Bay, with plans to reopen it in 
early 2016. No announcements have been made 
about reopening the Lodge at Koele.

The Manele Bay resort sits above the island’s 
prettiest beach and emphasizes sun, sand and 
sea. In the renovated property, as in the original, 
the 217 guest rooms—each with either a lanai or 
a balcony to let the outdoors in—are reached by 
passing through lush tropical garden court-
yards full of birdsong, banana trees and jungle 
flowers. The new design will include teak and 
zebrawood, Polynesian decorative items, earth 
tones and, of course, up-to-the-moment tech-
nology. Guests will have electronic wristbands 
in place of room keys and use their room’s iPad 
to do everything from adjusting the lighting and 
air-conditioning to programming the 75-inch 
flat-screen TVs and contacting the staff. The 
slate-tiled bathrooms will be outfitted with elec-
tric Toto toilets. Despite modern features, there 

Lanai: The Pineapple Isle
Travelers have long sought out the privately owned Lanai, nine miles west of Maui, 
for relaxation and a low-key vibe. Now, with one of its main resorts undergoing a 
massive renovation, the island is primed to be one of Hawaii’s most luxurious.

remains a sense of place. Bath products are 
made from kukui nut oil gathered at a nearby 
farm and fresh cut orchids are everywhere. 

The redesign calls for new pools, including 
one for children and another for adults, with an 
infinity edge. A short walk will take guests down 
to the white-sand beach bordering Hulopoe Bay, 
where a school of spinner dolphins congregates 
most mornings. 

But what really makes the resort special is the 
access it provides to a Hawaiian island that is 
virtually undeveloped. Guests seeking a desert-
ed beach, hiking trail or mountaintop will need 
only choose the mode of transportation to get 
them there: jeep, bike, boat, horseback or foot. 
Families and couples have long come to Lanai to 
relax on a low-key island that offers—but does 
not push—scuba, boating, snorkeling, surfing, 
tennis, golf, hiking and horseback riding, as well 
as helicopter and catamaran tours.

Getting There
Visitors can either hop a 30-minute commuter 
or charter flight from Oahu or else fly to Maui’s 
Kahului Airport and drive 45 minutes to La-
haina to catch one of the ferries that transport 
passengers to and from Lanai each day. 

Ideal Length of Stay
Three to four nights as part of a larger Hawaii 
itinerary; six nights for a stand-alone vacation.

To read more about Lanai, including recom-
mendations on where to eat, shop and what to see 
and do, visit Indagare’s Lanai destination report on 
indagare.com.

Indagare members can contact the Bookings Team 
(bookings@indagare.com or 212-988-2611)  
to inquire about and make reservations at the 
Manele Bay resort and receive special amenities  
and preferential treatment.



44

h
A

W
A

ii 
To

u
r

is
m

 A
u

Th
o

r
iT

y,
 T

o
r

 j
o

h
n

s
o

n

W ith its tropical temperature, torren-
tial rains, jagged peaks and rush-
ing waterfalls, Kauai is seemingly 

untamable, resisting efforts to develop it over 
the years. Considering that three hurricanes 
have devastated the island in recent decades, the 
most formidable being Iniki, in 1992, it appears 
that Mother Nature is working overtime to keep 
things pono, or the way they always have been.

Lay of the Land
The 555-square-mile heart-shaped island of 
Kauai is too ancient to have the volcanic black 
sand of some of the other islands, offering 
instead 113 miles of golden shoreline, more than 
twice that of Oahu. It also gets more rain than 
the rest of Hawaii, and Mount Waialeale, at 
its center, is the wettest spot on earth. Luckily, 
the coastal areas, where most of the resorts are 

destination report: hawaii

Kauai: The Garden Isle
The northernmost of Hawaii’s major islands, Kauai is also the 
oldest, with the most dramatic panoramas, as well as golden 
sand beaches, spiky peaks and lush tropical foliage.

located, are significantly drier.
The island’s more laid-back, stuck-in-time 

north coast—home to the sleepy town of Hana-
lei and the St. Regis Princeville—is favored by 
visitors in the summer, when it’s warmer. The 
south, where the populous city of Poipu and the 
Koa Kea resort are located, is popular in winter, 
thanks to its sunnier, drier climate. The interior 
is extremely lush and mountainous, with huge 
canyons and sharp peaks, which makes for a 
seriously dramatic landscape. 

Stay

 St. Regis Princeville
This stately 251-room Polynesian-inspired 

hotel is beautifully situated on Kauai’s North 
Shore. Overlooking the cobalt-blue waters of 
the Na Pali Coast and next to the lush Hanalei 
Valley, it is close to a wildlife refuge, equestrian 
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paths, hiking trails and protected lagoons.
Guests enter a dramatic lobby featuring a 

waterfall chandelier made of 4,000 delicate Mu-
rano-glass bubbles. Chef Jean-Georges Vongeri-
chten’s Kauai Grill—one of four dining venues, 
all employing locally produced ingredients—has 
floor-to-ceiling windows illuminating an inte-
rior of rich ruby, warm cognac and rustic bronze 
offset with zebrawood. Accommodations feature 
a similar palette while also honoring the tradi-
tional island aesthetic with leaf-print pillows, 
celery-green armchairs, blonde-wood plantation 
shutters and white-cushioned benches. 

Among the many amenities is a gorgeous 
10,000-square-foot spa, an 18-hole Robert 
Trent Jones–designed golf course and a palm-
fringed infinity pool that is set only paces away 
from Hanalei Bay. Guests staying in the prop-
erty’s suites can expect to enjoy the signature 

butler service that St. Regis is famous for.  
Read Indagare’s review.

 Koa Kea Hotel & Resort
The Koa Kea, sitting on one of Kauai’s 

prettiest white-sand beaches, is a relatively small 
resort, with only 130 rooms, including nine 
suites, and is the island’s most low-key. Formerly 
known as the Poipu Beach Hotel, it received a 
reconstruction after the 1992 hurricane. The 
project reimagined the property, giving it a sleek 
contemporary design in a color scheme inspired 
by Hawaii’s flora and fauna. The renovation add-
ed a small spa with five treatment rooms as well 
as the Red Salt restaurant. Thoughtful details, 
like sheer curtains in the guest rooms that let in 
as much sun and sea breezes as possible while 
insuring privacy, reinforce the hotel’s reputation 
as a romantic getaway. Read Indagare’s review.

http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/hawaii/hawaii-kauai/north-shore-hanalei-princeville/hotels/st-regis-kauai-princeville/
http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/hawaii/hawaii-kauai/south-shore-poipu-koloa/hotels/koa-kea-hotel-resort/
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Villas for Rent
Indagare has access to the most extraordinary 
houses available for rent on Kauai. Accom-
modations available range from a 10-bedroom 
estate, perfect for groups, to a modern loft-style 
retreat set on 14 acres and a variety of condos 
and cottages. Full concierge service is available 
to provide guests with private chefs, Pilates 
instructors, party planners, surfing coaches and 
just about anything else.

SHOP
Farmers Markets
Visiting—some say braving—the farmers 
markets is a quintessential Hawaiian experi-
ence. Held one day each week in various parts 
of the island, these “sunshine” markets, as the 
locals call them, become free-for-alls as soon as 
the flag goes down to signal the opening, with 
everyone rushing in to grab a perfect pineapple 
or papaya. Visit Indagare’s online Kauai destina-
tion report for market details and dates.

Hanapepe 
Once a haven for opium-smoking Chinese rice 

farmers in the 19th century, the little com-
munity of Hanapepe in the west would be a 
ghost town today if not for the myriad galleries 
cropping up on its main street, Hanapepe Road. 
There’s some junk, to be sure, but also lovely 
antique prints and stunning photographs. Go 
to the Friday Art Night, when you can stop into 
galleries and meet the owners and artists.

See/Do
Allerton Garden
This enchanting botanical garden on the island’s 
south shore, where Jurassic Park was filmed, is 
a must-see. A two-and-a-half-hour walking tour 
meanders through the plantings, designed by 
Robert Allerton and his adopted son after they 
bought the property in 1938. 4425 Lawai Road, 
Koloa; 808-742-2623

Helicopter Tours
Indagare’s favorite helicopter tour company of-
fers passengers aerial views of the grandly beau-
tiful Na Pali Coast, Mana Waiapuna Falls and 
Waimea Canyon. It can also arrange flights over 
Niihau, the “Forbidden Island”—located just 

destination report: hawaii

Left to right: Kilauea Lighthouse; Wailua 
Falls; a monk seal on Poipu beach



47

h
A

W
A

ii 
To

u
r

is
m

 A
u

Th
o

r
iT

y,
 r

o
B

e
r

T 
c

o
e

ll
o

over 17 miles from Waimea, across the Kaulaka-
hi Channel—which is closed to all except the 
native Hawaiians who live and work there. 3501 
Rice Street, Lihue; 808-245-5800

Kauai Surf School 
Sign up for group or private lessons or a multi-
day surf clinic on a gentle beginner surf break. 
Hoonani Road, Poipu Beach; 808-651-6032

Na Pali Kayak 
This company’s superb guides will take fit visi-
tors kayaking along Na Pali’s 22-mile coastline, 
as well as on rafting and sailing excursions on 
the north shore. Hanalei; 808-826-6900

Top Beaches
Kauai’s 113-mile shoreline includes 50 miles 
of white-sand beach, with the largest expanses 
located on the west and north shores. Tunnels 
Beach, in the north, is a fabulous snorkeling 
and professional-surfing spot. The two-mile-
long Anini Beach is one of the island’s safest for 
swimming. Lydgate Beach Park, in the east, has 
a large picnic area, playgrounds and rock-walled 

ponds for sheltered swimming. Mahaulepu 
Beach, in the south, skirting the Grand Hyatt’s 
golf course, is a prime whale-watching spot. 

Top Hiking
Kauai is ideal for hiking, since more than 90 
percent of the island is inaccessible to vehicles. 
Among the best trails is one in Waipoo Falls 
that takes three hours, round trip, and wends 
through jungles of flowering orchids and ginger 
to an 800-foot waterfall ending in a natural 
pool. The Sleeping Giant Trail, on the east 
shore, snakes up Nounou Mountain, from the 
top of which hikers get a spectacular panoramic 
view. Na Pali Coast State Park—6,175 acres 
of high cliffs, beaches and hanging valleys on 
the northwestern shore—contains an ancient 
11-mile-long trail leading to Kalalau, probably 
the last completely wild valley in Hawaii. You 
won’t be able to hike the entire trail in a single 
day, so unless you go in for a couple hours and 
then turn around, plan on camping in the park.

To read more Indagare reviews for hotels, shops and 
activities on Kauai, visit www.indagare.com.
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Maui: The 
Valley Isle

Maui’s nickname is somewhat tame, 
considering its gorgeous vistas, 

silky white-sand beaches, gorgeous 
sunrises and dramatic sunsets. 

Simone Girner shares pointers for a 
truly special visit.
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At 48 miles long and 26 miles wide, Maui 
is only about a third the size of Rhode 
Island, but its topography is so diverse 

that it seems to encompass multiple countries. 
The island is a popular destination for first-time 
visitors to Hawaii because it checks off so many 
boxes: dramatic landscapes and rugged terrain, 
golden-sand beaches and established resorts 
with spas, golf, upscale malls and villas available 
for rent. The island’s developed (some might say 
overdeveloped) areas are counterbalanced by its 
stunning natural attractions.

Get the lay of the land.
Most visitors will probably be based on the 
southwestern coast, where the resort areas 
Wailea and Kihei beckon with golden beaches 
and calm waters, as well as a host of malls, spas 
and spectacular golf courses. Farther north on 
the coast, the old fishing village of Lahaina 
offers historic architecture, art galleries and 
many villa rentals. Serious surfers favor Maui’s 
northern shore for its consistent wind and 
iconic big-wave beaches like Hookipa, easily ac-
cessible from the happening town of Paia. 

The east side of the island is the wildest. The 
52-mile switchback-ridden Hana Highway is 
the only route to Hana, an old sugar town lying 
between a rain forest and the Pacific. The center 
of the island is dominated by Haleakala Na-
tional Park, home to one of the world’s largest 
dormant volcanoes, and the Upcountry region, 
which occupies a relatively cool microclimate 
(thanks to its elevation of up to 4,500 feet) that 
has made it Maui’s agricultural core, with nu-
merous farming and ranching communities. 

Time your visit.
Maui hosts numerous events throughout the 
year, including several golf tournaments and an 
increasingly well-regarded film festival. But you 

probably want to plan your visit around natural, 
rather than cultural, happenings. Humpback 
whales, migrating from cold Alaskan waters, 
reach Maui in December and remain just off the 
western shore, breeding, calving and nursing 
their young through early May, providing great 
views for cetacean lovers, particularly from 
Makalaupuna Point. Whale-watching season 
overlaps with the island’s best surfing. Although 
the main competitions take place on the north 
shore of Oahu, Maui attracts big-wave chasers 
between December and March, when the swells 
along the north shore can reach epic heights. 
The two most famous beaches are Hookipa and 
Peahi (known as Jaws).

Rise early.
Like many places frequented by active types, 
Maui is a paradise for early risers. By 6 a.m., 
popular breakfast spots Kihei Caffe (1945 S. Ki-
hei Rd., 808-879-2230), located in the Kihei re-
gion, and Anthony Coffee Company (90 Hana 
Hwy., 808-579-8340), in Paia, are hopping, and 
a long line of cars is queueing to enter Hale-
akala National Park. On your first morning, 
get out early for a beach walk or to watch the 
sun rise from the top of the 10,000-foot-high 
volcano (this requires some advance planning). 

Bring the kids.
Yes, Maui is one of the world’s premier wedding 
and honeymoon destinations, but the island 
provides children of all ages with lots to see and 
do. Resorts like the Four Seasons offer myriad 
water sports, from snorkeling to surfing lessons, 
but families can also plan days full of fun activi-
ties, like horseback riding, zip-lining, jungle 
eco-tours and watching the daredevil stunts of 
the wind surfers at Hookipa. Kid-friendly food 
can be found all across the island, from frozen 
treats at Lahaina’s historic Ululani’s Hawaiian 
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Shave Ice (819 Front St, 360-606-2745) and 
tropical tarts at Leoda’s Kitchen and Pie Shop 
(820 Olowalu Village Rd., 808-662-3600) to 
burgers in a casual setting at Paia Fish Market 
(100 Baldwin Ave., 808-579-8030).

Hit the beach.
Maui boasts more than 30 miles of sandy 
shoreline. The most famous beaches run along 
the southwestern coast from Kihei to Wailea, 
including the classic Oneloa, aptly nicknamed 
Big Beach, in Makena State Park. Kapalua, 
Napili and Kaanapali are very popular, but 
large and glorious enough to hold their own 
against crowds, and even against the encroach-
ing development. Locals know many tricks for 

avoiding tourist mobs, like hiking to Kamaole, 
a stunning strand in a secluded cove. They also 
frequent Baldwin Beach, which is located in 
the north, near surfer town Paia, and has a 
small cove that’s protected by a barrier reef. For 
photogenic drama, head west to Waianapana-
pa State Park’s black volcanic-sand beach, but 
beware the strong current if you go in the water. 
Even more secluded is Hamoa Beach, a perfect 
little crescent near Hana. 

Get in the water.
Maui offers some of Hawaii’s best snorkeling, 
especially if you want to see magnificent green 
sea turtles. Guests at the Four Seasons can wade 
in at Wailea Point for prime tortoise viewing. h
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Clockwise from top left: garlic 
shrimp lunch; west Maui mountains; 
windsurfers; west Maui; sea cliffs



51

Top Three - Where to Stay on Maui

Grande	Dame:		
Four	Seasons	Maui
The fabled Toronto-based hotel 
group’s first tropical resort, the 
Four Seasons Maui is part of the 
high-end Wailea resort community. 
The sizeable property includes 
multilevel gardens and pools that 
run down to a beautiful beach, as 
well as an eight-story main building 
whose U-shaped design assures 
that 85 percent of the guest rooms 
housed there have ocean views. 
It also offers an extensive spa 
and access to three golf courses. 
Families will love the acclaimed 
Kids Program and its long list of 
destination-specific activities, such 
as gecko hunts, hula lessons and 
surfing classes. Duo and Ferraro’s 
Bar e Ristorante are two of Maui’s 
top dining spots.  
Read Indagare’s review.

Multigenerational:		
Grand	Wailea
For the first-time visitor, this 780-
room resort can feel a bit unwieldy. 
But families and multigenerational 
groups will find a lot to do, with the 
three 18-hole golf courses, nine 
pools, 50,000-square-foot spa 
(currently in the final phase of a 
major renovation), Camp Grande, 
a 20,000-square-foot facility for 
kids ages five through 12 and a 
teen program that hosts movie 
and spa nights. Many of the rooms 
have recently been upgraded and 
now have a cheerful, light design. 
There are also 120 three-bedroom 
townhomes that offer full hotel priv-
ileges. Wailea is a good option for 
families who want an all-inclusive 
holiday, but anyone who is weary 
of mega resorts should stay else-
where. Read Indagare’s review.

Back	to	Basics:		
Travaasa	Hana
Talk about getting away from it all! 
At the end of the 52-mile Hana 
Highway, you’ll be rewarded with 
the 70-room Travaasa. Spread 
over 66 acres, Travaasa provides 
a full spa, activities including 
horseback riding and tennis and an 
award-winning restaurant that gets 
the majority of its produce, fish and 
meat from Hawaii. With no in-room 
televisions, radios or clocks, it isn’t 
for everyone. Rooms also lack 
air-conditioning but are more than 
adequately cooled by the refresh-
ing trade winds. Those who want 
the flavor of old Hawaii will love it, 
particularly if they stay in one of the 
Sea Ranch cottages, which look 
out on the rough shoreline and are 
the best rooms to book.  
Read Indagare’s review.

Other good spots are Honokeana Cove, in 
Napili, and Maluaka, in Makena. For incred-
ible diving, head to the Molokini Crater, the 
crescent-shaped rim of a volcano that lies three 
miles off Maui’s south shore. 

Sample made-in-Maui specialties.
Blessed with a climate in which everything from 
pineapples to coffee beans flourish, Maui is a 
culinary paradise, where visitors can enjoy a 
smorgasbord of homemade goodies, from goats-
milk truffles (see Surfing Goat Dairy, page 52) 
to home-brewed vodka (see page 52). Among 
Indagare’s favorites are the exquisitely roasted 
beans at Grandma’s Coffee House (9232 Kula 

Hwy., 808-878-2140), on the Kula Highway; 
the shrimp tacos from Geste’s Taco Truck, in 
Kahului; the frozen-treat flavors at Shaka Pop’s 
(5240 Hana Hwy., 808-442-2926), in Kihei; 
and the homemade vegan ice cream at Coconut 
Glen’s (Mile Marker 27 1/2 Hana Hwy., 808-
248-4876), a must-stop on the road to Hana.

Take the Road to Hana. 
The world-famous Road to Hana, a 52-mile 
stretch of Hawaii Routes 36 and 360 that con-
nects Kahului with the sleepy town of Hana on 
Maui’s eastern coast, embodies the Buddhist be-
lief that the path is the goal. Newbies who rush 
to the journey’s end are disappointed—blink, 
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http://www.indagare.com/destinations/north-america/hawaii/hawaii-maui/off-the-beaten-path-hawaii-maui/hotels/travaasa-hana/
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and you miss Hana—and probably car sick after 
swerving around some 600 turns. To experience 
the unique beauty of this drive, make lots of 
stops. Some of the most scenic spots actually lie 
beyond Hana village: the Pools of Oheo, seven 
tiered, waterfall-fed swimming holes, the spec-
tacular Waimoku waterfall and the four-mile 
Pipiwai Trail, which weaves through a bamboo 
grove. Note that once you reach Kipahulu, 
35-minutes past Hana, you have to turn back, 
since after this town, the roads are unpaved. 
The fact that you have to backtrack to return to 
the other side of the island is one of the reasons 
to break up the trip with a night at the Travaasa 
Hana hotel (see page 51). The property does not 
offer high luxury, but it has a beautifully remote 
setting that makes staying there a rare treat.

Go off the beaten path.
Maui’s Upcountry feels like another world. 
Misty and often significantly colder than the 
coast, with rolling hills and top views, the region 
is home to many of Maui’s farms, which take 
advantage of the fertile volcanic soil to grow 
everything from Maui onions and eucalyptus to 
coffee beans and orchids. Kick off an Upcoun-
try road trip in Makawao, an old hippie town 
and artist community of glassblowers, printers 
and woodworkers. Continue to Kula, and if it’s 
Saturday, visit Upcountry Farmer’s Market. 
Families with children will love the farm tour at 
Surfing Goat Dairy (3651 Omaopio Rd., 808-
878-2870), while adults might prefer a tasting 
at the Hawaii Sea Spirits Organic Farm and 
Distillery (4051 Omaopio Rd., 808-877-0009), 
which produces vodka from organic sugar cane 
blended with ocean mineral water. All day trips 
in this area should include a tour and farm-
to-table lunch at O’o Farm (651 Waipoli Rd., 
808-667-4341), where guests enjoy incredible 
cuisine and sweeping valley views.

Maui Top Dining
Here are ten restaurants to know.

Hearty Breakfast: The Gazebo
No-frills but popular thanks to stunning views. 5315 
Lower Honoapiilani Rd.; 808-669-5621
 
Organic Lunch: Market Fresh Bistro
Hidden gem, run by former Union Square Café 
chef. 3620 Baldwin Ave #102A; 808-572-4877
 
Local Scene: Paia Fish Market
Mahi-mahi burgers and incredible fish tacos in a 
low-key setting. 100 Baldwin Ave.; 808-579-8030
 
Maui Classic: Haliimaile General Store
Innovative regional Hawaiian cuisine in a plantation-
style setting. 900 Haliimaile Rd.; 808-572-2666
 
Asian Hot Spot: Star Noodle
Homemade noodles and pan-Asian specialties 
above Lahaina. 286 Kupuohi St.; 808-667-5400
 
Big Night Out: Lahaina Grill
Established classic with terrific food, including Ha-
waiian faves. 127 Lahainaluna Rd.; 808-667-5117
 
Alfresco with a View: Morimoto Maui
Glorious views of Mokapu Beach, excellent sunsets 
and sushi. 3550 Wailea Alanui Dr.; 808-243-4766
 
Romantic Seaside: Ferraro’s Bar e Ristorante
At the Four Seasons with tables overlooking the 
ocean. 3900 Wailea Alanui Dr.; 808-874-8000
 
Seafood Landmark: Mama’s Fish House
Polynesian décor, a beachside setting and excellent 
(but pricey) seafood. 799 Poho Pl.; 808-579-8488
 
Newcomer: Cow Pig Bun
A cozy place at remote Tech Park, frequented by 
locals. 535 Lipoa Pkwy.; 808-875-8100
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Where on the Island Is…
Maui is home to some of the country’s most photogenic sites, 
from the golden beaches in the southwest to the summit of 
Haleakala volcano. Here are seven evocative places and the 
features that make them must sees.

Iao Valley State Park known 
for...its 1,200-foot green-clad 
Iao Needle landmark

Haleakala National Park known 
for...its massive shield volcano

Pools of Oheo known for...seven swim-
ming holes connected by waterfalls

Waianapanapa State Park 
known for...stunning black-
sand beaches

Makawao known for... 
Upcountry farmers markets

Maluaka 
Beach known 
for...being a 
great place 
to snorkel 
and spot sea 
turtles

Hookipa Beach known for... 
its daredevil wind surfers.
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From the breathtaking beauty of its water 
and lush isles to the richness of its Polyne-
sian history and culture and joyful aloha 

spirit, Hawaii is perfect for family adventures. 

Days One to Three: Kauai
Kauai seems the appropriate place to start a 
Hawaiian island tour: the lush island was the 
first part of the archipelago that English captain 
James Cook happened upon while sailing from 
Tahiti to North America in 1778. With calm 
coves for swimming, caves for exploring, jag-
ged mountains and rushing waterfalls, Kauai 
is an idyllic destination. Whether you choose 
kayaking on the Wailua River or flying over the 
towering emerald cliffs of the Na Pali Coast, the 
key is to get out into nature.

One of the smaller islands, Kauai can easily 
be traversed by car from north to south shore. 
Launch your excursions from the St. Regis 
Princeville (see review on page 44), on the 
island’s north shore, which welcomes children 

and offers special family-friendly activities like 
sailing, snorkeling and zip-lining, plus bonfires 
on the beach complete with s’mores. 

Be sure to visit McBryde Garden (4425 
Lawai Road; 808-742-2623), one of the many 
botanical gardens on the island, to see its collec-
tion of native Hawaiian flora, the largest in the 
world. For families traveling with teens or par-
ticularly daring younger children, a helicopter 
tour of Mount Waialeale is a must. Shrouded 
in mist most of the year, the mountain is best 
viewed from the air, which is the only way to 
fully appreciate its deep canyons, thick rain 
forests and secluded beaches.

Days Four to Six: Maui
From sunny Wailea to misty Hana, Maui is 

beloved by families. An ideal home base is the 
Four Seasons Maui (see review on page 51), 
which has 380 rooms, 85 percent of which have 
ocean views. Many rooms and suites have large 
lanais to let in ocean air. 

Family-Friendly 
Hawaii in 10 Days
A veritable playground for children, with 
amenity-laden resorts and plenty of 
activities, Hawaii has long been a top 
destination for families. Tanvi Chheda 
sketches out the perfect itinerary.
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Whale watching is a prime attraction, as 
humpbacks mate, calve and raise their young 
here from December to April. Kaanapali Beach, 
close to the town of Lahaina, is a favorite for 
snorkeling, with its clear, calm waters, as well as 
for building sand castles. Maui is also home to 
a famous volcano, Haleakala, which, unlike the 
one on Kauai, has been dormant for many hun-
dreds of years and is visited annually by more 
than a million people eager to see its crater, so 
big it could almost hold Manhattan. The peak, 
which rises more than 10,000 feet above sea 
level, is perfect for watching the sun rise or set.

Days Six to Ten: Big Island
The Big Island is the most diverse, with 11 
climate zones, from dry, coastal desert to hot 
humid tropics, to barren snow-capped moun-
tains. Among the latter is Mauna Kea, the tallest 
mountain on earth, which rises more than 
33,000 feet from its base on the ocean floor to 
a peak 13,796 feet above sea level. It has scenic 

hiking trails, cascading waterfalls, hidden vil-
lages and a wealth of adventurous activities.

For the utmost in kid-friendly luxury, stay 
at the Four Seasons Hualalai (see review on 
page 37), located a 15-minute drive from the 
airport. Sitting on 32 verdant acres that also 
contain seven pools, a gorgeous spa and a golf 
course, the hotel has sprawling suites perfect for 
families. It also offers a cornucopia of activities 
for kids: snorkeling in the property’s manmade 
lagoon among 4,000 tropical fish, including 
Moorish idol, blue tang and Christmas wrasse; 
exploring tide pools; feeding eagle rays; making 
fresh-flower leis; to name just a few. 

Most families will find it easiest to patronize 
the resort’s excellent restaurants, including the 
indoor-outdoor Beach Tree (808-325-8000), 
for pizza and pastas, and ‘Ulu Ocean Grill 
(808-325-8333), for lobster pad Thai and other 
Asian fare. Both eateries rely on 160 farms and 
purveyors around the island for the ingredi-
ents used in their culinary creations, which the 
adults can wash down with Kona Brewing Co.’s 
Big Wave Golden Ale. 

Plan a trip to the Hawaii Volcanoes Nation-
al Park and drive up to the park to enjoy the 
scenic overlooks, lava tubes and sulfur banks. 
Alternatively, book a private helicopter tour 
with Indagare’s favorite operator for aerial views 
of the dramatic landscape, including close-ups 
of dormant snow-capped Mauna Kea and ac-
tive Kilauea. (Indagare members can contact 
our Bookings Team to arrange excursions across 
the Hawaii islands with our preferred guides.) 
There are also plenty of places to visit Hawaii’s 
agritourism, a growing industry for the state. 
At Big Island Bees (82-5780 Napoopoo Road; 
808-328-1315), visitors learn all about beekeep-
ing and sample honeys, and Kuaiwi Farm 
(Captain Cook; 808-328-8888) offers tours of 
its orchards and lychee trees.h
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Four Seasons Huala-
lai; a smoothie menu; 
Mount Waialeale; 
happy kids at Four 
Seasons Hualalai



56

destination report: last word

From	Here	to	Eternity	(1953)
Winner of eight Academy Awards, including best picture and 
director, From Here to Eternity tells the story of a group of soldiers 
stationed on Oahu in the days leading up to Pearl Harbor. The 
movie has one of the most iconic scenes ever shot—the kiss in the 
surf between Burt Lancaster and Deborah Kerr, which was filmed 
in Halona Cove on Oahu. 

The	Caine	Mutiny	(1954)
When a ship’s captain (Humphrey Bogart) is forcibly removed from 
his post, the navy must decide whether this constitutes criminal 
mutiny or a courageous act that saved the crew from a mentally 
unstable captain. Shot on Oahu, the picture earned a best actor 
nomination for Bogart (his third).

Blue	Hawaii	(1961)	
In this post-army musical comedy filmed on Kauai and Oahu, Elvis 
Presley plays an heir to a family business who’d rather find his own 
way in life. The first of three movies that Presley made in Hawaii, it 
was his most successful.

Tora!	Tora!	Tora!	(1970)
This meticulous re-creation presents the events leading up to the 
attack on Pearl Harbor from both the American and the Japanese 
perspective. Filmed partly on Oahu, it was nominated for five 
Academy Awards, winning one for visual effects.

King	Kong	(1976)
An expedition searching for new oil deposits lands on the strange 
and isolated Skull Island, which, unbeknownst to all except one 
paleo-primatologist stowaway, is home to the giant ape King 
Kong. The movie was filmed on Kauai.

Raiders	of	the	Lost	Ark	(1981)
The first of the four Indiana Jones movies was conceived in Hawaii, 
where George Lucas and Stephen Spielberg were vacationing in 
1977. Several scenes were also shot there, on Kauai, including the 
booby-trapped temple scene and Indy’s escape from the jungle. 

Point	Break	(1991)
Directed by Oscar-winner Kathryn Bigelow (The Hurt Locker), the 
film follows a rookie FBI agent who goes undercover to investigate 
a series of bank robberies committed by a gang of surfers. Many 
of the surfing scenes were filmed at Waimea Bay, on Oahu.

Jurassic	Park	Franchise
From Jurassic Park (1992) to Jurassic World (2015), Kauai, Oahu 
and Molokai have served as stand-ins for the island theme park 
and its environs in which cloned dinosaurs wreak havoc on 
humans. The franchise has earned numerous Academy Award 
nominations and taken home several Oscars. 

The	Descendants	(2011)
This humorous and tragic movie follows Matt King (George Cloo-
ney) as he re-examines his past and wonders about his future in 
the wake of a boating accident involving his wife. Filmed on Kauai 
and Oahu, it was nominated for five Academy Awards.

Lights. Camera. Paradise.
With their warm, tropical climates, diverse landscapes and abundance of beaches 
and active volcanoes, the Hawaiian Islands are a popular destination for tourists, 
scientists, surfers—and Tinseltown’s storytellers. 
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The search for the
real Hawaii ends here.  
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only thing they have in common is the unwavering dedication to your 
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 “Hawaii is not a state of mind  
but a state of grace.” ~Paul Theroux

To purchase back issues of the Indagare Magazine ($10 apiece),  
send an email to info@indagare.com or call 212-988-2611.
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